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Between The Pillars
An Editorial
Bullying in Lodge?
B y B i l l M c E l l i g o t t , P. M .
either of them again.
I was posting on an
Internet
f o r u m Why would I want to be excluded from
r e c e n t l y a n d a n o t h e r t h i s ? I t ’s b e e n m y e x p e r i e n c e t h a t t h e
p o s t e r r e m a r k e d t h a t Secretary can use of the knowledge of his
I d i d n ’ t u n d e r s t a n d position to influence many things within
b u l l y i n g . I h a v e t o the Lodge — appointments, promotions,
admit this made me stop and think, “do who does what job, etc.
I?” At 17.5 Stone and 6 feet, I’ve held
many a physically demanding job most Likewise, a Treasurer with his paws on
of my 4 0 y e a r s i n t h e w o rk p lac e . I h a v e all the financial matters will know who
to be honest I don’ t suf fer from physical h a s f i n a n c i a l p r o b l e m s a n d w h o j u s t
abuse — unless you count my wife.
p l a i n ‘ a i n ’t g o n n a ’ p a y h i s d u e s . A
Brother with less then perfect morals can
B u t b u l l y i n g t a k e s o n m a n y g u i s e s . I t ’s l e t s l i p l i t t l e g e m s o f g o s s i p t h a t c a n
n o t r e s t r i c t e d t o p u s h i n g s h o v i n g o r influence a Brother to stay or leave the
indeed a swift smack in the mouth. This Lodge. Having been at both ends of the
i s w h a t m a d e m e s t o p a n d t h i n k . financial schism, there were times that
Bullying has to be the most un-Masonic I w a s p e t r i f i e d t h a t m y w e l l m e a n i n g
o f a l l t h e s i n s . I f I w e r e t o h a v e m y Treasurer might let my friends know I
B r o t h e r s h o l d o n e t h o u g h t o n t h i s was “financially challenged.”
s u b j e c t i t ’s t h a t b u l l y i n g i s j u s t t h a t —
u n - M a s o n i c — a n d t h a t o u r c o n d u c t When considering positions, there’s also
s h o u l d n e v e r i n c l u d e o r e n d o r s e i t i n the power of the elder statesmen — that
ourselves or others.
well entrenched group that will say in
unison ‘we never did it that way in my
I encourage you to become more aware day.’ They can stifle a new Mason and
of the many guises. One such guise is m a k e h i m t r e m b l e a t t h e r e ‘ t u t - t u t ’ o r
t h e m a n y s u b t l e w a y s p e o p l e d e l i v e r ‘that’s not right’, even though they have
“ p u t d o w n s . ” I h a v e m e t s o m e p e o p l e the best interests of the Lodge at heart.
w h o h a v e m a s t e r e d t h e a r t o f It’s intimidating and is one of the guises
h u m i l i a t i o n . Wi t h o n e l i n e o r a c o u p l e to consider when looking for bullying.
of well chosen words, they use a well
honed “put down” and their “mark” is There is also the power of withholding
h i t h a r d . N o b l o o d i s s p i l l e d b u t t h e that some use to bully. Not getting that
v i c t i m g e t s t h e m e s s a g e . T h e b u l l y h a s promotion or not being appointed to a
gotten his way.
particular position can have tremendous
influence on a Brother. No one can be
Bullying can take place due to the abuse o p e n a n d h o n e s t i f h e ’s w o r r i e d a b o u t
of power positions – conscious or not. being turned down or passed over.
In Freemason Lodges, there are two
O f f i c e r s w h o h a v e t h e a b i l i t y t o u s e Of course, one doesn’t have to play that
bullying tactics with the fullest force — game. I made up my mind on this when I
t h e S e c r e t a r y a n d t h e Tr e a s u r e r. I d o n ’ t f i r s t b e c a m e a c t i v e o n t h e I n t e r n e t . I
c o u n t t h e M a s t e r b e c a u s e b y t h e t i m e realized early on that the only way I was
h e ’s f i g u r e d o u t w h a t o n e a r t h i s g o i n g g o i n g t o b e a b l e t o s a y w h a t I t r u l y
on, he’s most likely preparing to install thought was to give up all possibility of
h i s s u c c e s s o r. B e c a u s e t h e t w o being promoted or appointed to any
executive posts are so empowered by the prestigious Masonic position. I’d love to
L o d g e , i t ’s m y b e l i e f t h a t t h e y s h o u l d be the center of attention. I’m a big ham
b o t h b e f i l l e d w i t h M a s o n s o f t h e like that, but integrity is something that
highest standard. I’ve done both jobs has a price. Some say the great have
a n d c a n h o n e s t l y s a y I ’ d n o t l i k e t o d o greatness thrust upon them. I have felt

no thrusting but I do feel greater for my
integrity.
There is of course the question of
s e n s i t i v i t y. I n o t h e r w o r d s , a r e s o m e
Brothers more sensitive to a remark or
comment than we might expect? I
suppose that is probably the case, but are
we not better than that? Can we not see
if a person is sensitive? Can we not arm
ourselves with respect? When all is said
and done, a good measure to use if the
question of over sensitivity is raised is
asking, “is what we are doing here fair,
respectful and considerate to all that are
involved?” Can we ask more of
ourselves? While over sensitive Brothers
must ultimately be responsibility to
themselves, we can balance this by
considering our words and actions in a
respectful light.
Case in point: The Regimental Preceptor
scared the ‘beejeebers’ out of me when
Continued on Page 31 - Bullying
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The Legend of Hiram

was exclusive. A word only used to describe what
the Egyptians called their True King and Solar
Lord. ..The Right of the Egyptians to be ‘Sons of
By Wr. Bill McElligott, P.M. Master is a type of the Cosmic Martyr - the God’ and the ‘Caretakers’ of God’s Word was
crucified Spirit of Good, the dying god - whose given to them by the ‘Olai’, who were direct
The First T.B. opens with Mystery is celebrated throughout the world.”
descendents of the ‘Star Regents of Atlantis’. God
the statement that “the
was called ‘ The Law of One’ by the Atlantians.
usages and customs among “The efforts made to discover the origin of the ..from the readings of Edgar Cayce
Freemasons have ever borne Hiramic legend show that, while the legend in
a near affinity to those of the its present form is comparatively modern, its “When these Star Regents left that land, they left
Ancient Egyptians; The Philosophers of Egypt, underlying principles run back to remotest the rulership on the hands of ‘’Caretakers’, who
unwilling to expose their mysteries to vulgar
antiquity. It is generally admitted by were the ‘Children of the Nephilim’. The Nephilim
eyes, concealed their systems of learning
modern
are other world beings who were from the ‘fallen
and polity under heiroglyphical
Masonic scholars that the story heaven’, having created these ‘children’ whom
figures, which were communicated
of the martyred Hiram is Thoth calls the ‘Nomads’. They transferred the
only to their chief priests and wise
based upon the Egyptian power and mysteries to the ‘Umosejhe’, meaning
men, who were bound by solemn
rites of Osiris, whose ‘caretakers’, with the understanding that in the
oath never to reveal them. The
death and resurrection future the Olai would return to put into motion the
system of Pythagoras was
figuratively portrayed spiritual birth of the ‘Child’, who centuries later
founded upon similar
the spiritual death of would incarnate in living flesh as the greatest of
principles and maintained
man
and
his the ‘Shepherd Kings’.
under the same conditions.”
regeneration through
We might, therefore,
initiation into the History would know this ‘Child’ as “Jesus
reasonably expect that a study
Mysteries. Hiram is Christ”. Taken from.. ‘New Age Bible
of the system originated, or
also identified with interpretation Old Testament, Volume I’, by
adopted, by the great teacher,
Hermes through the Corinne Heline but because God has only ‘one
Pythagoras, would tend to
inscription on the begotten Son’, he has many other names and
throw some light upon this
Emerald Tablet.”
faces. This site will include those ‘other’ Sons.
Masonic Craft of ours. There are
four questions which we might
The True King and Sequenere Tao II?
put to ourselves in this connection:Master of Egypt - 1554
BC.
“The only reasonable explanation that we had
The Widow’s Son
In this instance the word King
Continued on Page 10 - Hiram
In 1997, Evidence was discovered, that the true
symbolic origin of the Drama of Hiram Abiff, may
have been a real life actual event. The murdered
King, or ‘King that was Lost’ may have been
Seqenenre Tao II of Egypt, 1554 BC.
Egyptologists have now dated Seqenenre’s rule
to 1558 - 1554 BC. King Seqenenre was killed
by at least two separate, distinctively different By Johann Gottlieb Fichte
at Pforta and at the Universities of Jena and
weapons. An Axe, a pointed iron rod or possibly Translated byWr. Roscoe Pound
Leipzig. From the beginning he showed the high
and stern sense of duty which characterized him
a stone maul. The placement and shapes of the Past Master of Lancaster Lodge, No. 54
skull shattering marks on the mummy’s head are Lincoln, Nebraska
throughout life. It is told of him that as a small
only part of the proof.
Past Deputy Grand Master of Masons
boy he had the task of tending a flock of geese.
in Massachusetts
Some one had given him an illustrated book of
“Some of these seventeenth-century manuscripts With an introduction by the Translator
Greek mythology and hero stories which he took
[preserving the ‘Old Charges’] do not refer to Summarized in an Address before the with him. Looking up from the book, in which he
Hiram Abif, which has led some to believe that Supreme Council 33°,
had been absorbed, he saw that the geese were
the character was an invention of this relatively Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite.
straying and some were likely to get away. He
recent period. However, the name Hiram Abif was Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, U.S.A.
jumped up, brought his flock together again, and
only one designation for this central figure; he is Buffalo, New York: September 29, 1943.
then, shocked at his momentary neglect of his
duty, threw; away the book which had tempted
also referred to as Aymon, Aymen, Amnon, A Man
or Amen and sometimes Bennaim. It is said that Introduction
him to overlook it.
Amen is said to be the Hebrew word for ‘the
trusted one’ or ‘the faithful one’, which fits the Johann Gottlieb Fichte, one of the great idealist Faguet has said: “A philosopher, however
role of Hiram Abif perfectly. But we also know philosophers of the end of the eighteenth and fore eminent, setting out his system, is only a man
that Amon or Amen is the name of the ancient part of the nineteenth century, was born at who is explaining his own character and perhaps
creator god of Thebes, the city of Sequenere Tao Rammenau in upper Lusatia (Ober Lausitz) May his temperament.” In Fichte we have a man
II. Could there be an ancient linkage here?”
19, 1762. Lusatia, a district between the Elbe and prepared in his heart to be a Mason.
the Oder, was then a part of Saxony. In the
settlement after the Napoleonic Wars in 1815 it After leaving the university he acted for a time
A Connection with the Mystery Religions
became part of Prussia. Fichte’s father was a as a private tutor in different families in Saxony
“To the initiated Builder the name Hiram Abiff ribbon weaver and he seems to have had a strict and a private teacher. Later, he went to Zurich,
signifies ‘My Father, the Universal Spirit, one in bringing up under straitened circumstances. But
Continued on Next Page - Letters
essence, three in aspect.’ Thus the murdered he had the best of education at the famous school
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and materialism. The solution which begins with
consciousness is called idealism. It considers
Continued from Previous Page
things as products of consciousness and
then back to Leipzig, and for a time was a private consciousness a free function determined only by
tutor in Warsaw. After many ups and downs of itself. The two solutions, as he sees it, are
fortune, he visited Kant at Konigsberg. To attract irreconcilable. As he sees it, if one does not wish
Kant’s attention, he wrote an essay entitled to fall a victim to skeptical despair he must choose
Versuch einer Kritik aller Offenbarung (Essay one or the other. As each is a consistent system,
Toward a Critique of all Revelation) in which he which system one will choose depends on what
applied the principles of Kant’s critical sort of a man he is. The ethical interest in Fichte
philosophy to investigation of the conditions naturally inclined him toward idealism. This is
under which religious belief was possible. Kant the metaphysical background of his Masonic
approved the essay and helped find a publisher. philosophy.
It was published anonymously in 1792 and was
generally attributed to Kant. The latter corrected In his Theory of Right and Law (Rechtslehre) and
the mistake, commended the essay, and the Theory of Morals (Sittenlehre) he goes forward
reputation of the author was established. In 1793, upon the metaphysical basis. The conscious ego
he became professor of philosophy at Jena and at becomes aware of its own freedom, and the
once proved an outstanding teacher. During the existence of other egos and the existence of a
next five years he published a succession of books world in which they may act are conditions of
which make up his system of philosophy. In 1798, consciousness of freedom. This follows from the
as editor of the Philosophical Journal, he received ego’s coming to consciousness. Hence the
from a friend a paper on the “Development of absolute (i. e. the unconditioned) ego from which
the Idea of Religion” which he prefaced with a all individual egos derive is not subject to these
paper on “The Grounds of Our Belief in a Divine conditions. It freely discovers itself to them. This
Government of the Universe” and printed in the absolute ego he defines as the moral will of the
Journal. Theological ideas were rigid at that time, universe. It is God from Whom all individual egos
and a bitter controversy arose as a result of which have sprung and in Whom they are included. God
Saxony and all the German states except Prussia is the absolute Life, the absolute One, becoming
suppressed the Journal, and Fichte in 1799 conscious of Himself by self separation into the
resigned his professorship and went to Berlin. individual egos. God, the infinite will, manifests
He lived in Berlin until 1806, except that he Himself in the individual; and contrasted with
lectured at Erlangen in the summer of 1805. the individual there is the non-ego or the thing.
While in Berlin he wrote some of his most “Knowledge,” he says, “is not mere knowledge
important books. But in 1806, the French of itself, but knowledge of being, and of the one
occupation drove him out, and he lectured for a being that truly exists, that is, God.” It will be
time at Konigsberg and at Copenhagen. He seen that here we have the religious background
returned to Berlin in 1807 and on the founding of of his Masonic philosophy.
the University of Berlin (for which he had drawn
up the plan) he was its first rector (1810-1812). In his ethical system, Fichte sought a synthesis
In one of the epidemics of typhus which of the individualist ethics which Kant and the
accompanied the Napoleonic Wars, he was taken French Revolution gave to the nineteenth century
with what was called hospital fever, and died on and the social ethics which we are familiar with
January 27, 1814—at the age of fifty-two.
today. In his political theory he considered it
wrong to identify the ideal moral whole with the
It is not easy to make an intelligible statement of state. Society and the state were to be
Fichte’s metaphysics in short compass. He distinguished. Society, he held, had specific
conceives that the fundamental problem of positive values above those represented by the
philosophy arises from this, that along with the state. He had a universal, a cosmopolitan ideal
ideas of individual consciousness, which come of humanity, which naturally inclined him toward
and go voluntarily and contingently, there are in Masonry.
contrast ideas of another type which maintain
themselves and are characterized by a feeling of Fichte was made a Mason in Zurich in 1793, the
necessity. It is the task of philosophy to make year in which he went to Jena as professor. But
this necessity intelligible. The system of those in Jena there had been no lodge since 1764, so he
ideas which come forth with a feeling of necessity affiliated with the Gunther Lodge of the Standing
is called experience. Hence there is the problem: Lion at Rudolstadt (in Thuringia, 18 miles from
What is the basis of experience? Fichte holds that Jena) of which the reigning Prince was patron.
there are two ways of solving this problem. Since When he went to Berlin in 1799 he met Fessler,
experience is an activity of consciousness directed the Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge
toward objects, it must be derived, and derived Royal York of Friendship, in which he soon
only, either from things or from consciousness. became active. This had begun in 1752 as of
The solution which begins with things he calls French constitution. It did not work in German
dogmatism. It regards consciousness as due to till 1778. In 1796 Fessler undertook a thorough
things. The activities of intelligence are taken to reform. In 1798 it became a Grand Lodge, with
be due to mechanical necessities of causation. three subordinate lodges, and through Fessler’s
Hence, the dogmatic solution leads to fatalism exertions by 1801 there were sixteen. Fessler also

undertook revision of the ritual, which had been
that of the Rite of Perfection. At first he proposed
the English system of the three degrees of
symbolic Masonry and no more. But the Masons
of the time were too much accustomed to the
higher degrees. He had to give up this idea and,
instead, worked out a rite of nine degrees wherein
the first three—those universally recognized—
had superposed upon them six called “the higher
knowledge” in which there was a critical
examination of the theories as to the origin of
Masonry, of the origin of different rites, systems,
and mysteries, and a critical history of all that
was comprehended in the Masonry of the time.
Later this rite was abandoned and the right of the
English Ancient Grand Lodge was adopted
instead. It was this rite of Fessler ’s, which
Masonic scholars agree was the most learned and
philosophical of all Masonic systems, for which
Fichte for a time cooperated on its philosophical
side. Fessler gave up his office of Deputy Grand
Master in 1802. In the meantime, Fichte, at
Fessler’s instance, had written two lectures on
the philosophy of Masonry, the manuscript of
which he gave to Johann Karl Christian Fischer,
the Master of the Inner Orient, who published
them as “Letters to Constant” in 1802-1803 in a
periodical in two volumes entitled Eleusinians
of the Nineteenth Century, or Results of United
Thinkers on the Philosophy and History of
Freemasonry. The author of the “letters” was not
named, but the publisher pointed him out clearly
enough. Yet in spite of his high esteem for the
author, the publisher did not treat the manuscript
with much respect. He changed the two lectures
into fifteen letters to an imaginary non-Mason,
and interpolated a complete letter (the second)
in which he discussed at much length what
Masonry is not and inserted a bit of apologetic
literature which interrupts the strict logical
construction of Fichte’s lectures. He also added
short prefatory statements at the head of many of
the letters and sometimes conclusions in
epistolatory style. He admitted that he had
inserted “certain illustrative additions and what
the chosen dress [i.e. publication in the form of
letters] demanded.” These additions and
interpolations are easily detected, since Fichte’s
style is characteristic and unmistakable. In the
second of the two volumes (which contains letters
six to sixteen) the publisher professes to have
been more restrained in his additions, “so that
the brethren may receive the ideas of the great
man almost entirely in his own words.” But there
are not a few fairly long interpolations in some
of the later letters. The preface to the second
volume closes with a call to Fichte to continue
his deductions.
In the standard edition of Fichte’s complete
works, published by his son in 1845, the letters
were not included. They were reprinted by
Reitzenstein in the first volume of his Masonic
Classics. But they seem generally to have escaped
the notice of Masonic scholars. I find no mention
Continued on Next Page - Letters
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Letters

remembered that the very rumor of Krause’s book
led to serious agitation. Great efforts were made
Continued from Previous Page
to prevent its publication, and Krause was
of Fichte in the Masonic encyclopedias nor in any subjected to what amounted to persecution. It is
of the summaries of Masonic philosophy. Indeed, small wonder, therefore, that Fischer in 1803
I had no suspicion that any such lectures or letters thought is wise that what he published seem to
were in existence until about twenty years ago I be letters addressed to a non-Mason by one who
came upon a little book of eighty-three pages in professed only to know what, on philosophical
which they were newly published with a very principles, Masonry ought to be.
valuable introduction by Wilhelm Flitner
(Leipzig, 1923). I have used Flitner’s text and On the other hand, five points seem to me
drawn freely upon his introduction.
decisive.
As the editor of the reprint in 1923 says, since 1. Fessler undoubtedly used the ritual of the rite
the original manuscript is undoubtedly lost, we
of perfection in working out his rite. Clavel
cannot be certain of reproducing Fichte’s original
and Ragon say he used, among others, that of
text. Not only were additions made but transitions
the Chapter of Clermont. Probably that means
from one topic to another were stricken out and
the ritual developed in France, independently
introductions and conclusions in epistolatory style
of the Chapter of Clermont, under the Council
were substituted. All that can be done, therefore,
of Emperors of the East and West and its
is to follow the text of the Eleusinians. The editor
successors. But the twenty-fifth degree of the
in 1923 indicates by square brackets the
rite of perfection is the thirty-second of our
interpolations and additions and also indicates
system. The Royal York Lodge of Friendship
the second lecture as beginning with the eighth
worked in French till 1778 and under the
letter. He does this on internal evidence and his
French ritual put into German till 1798 or
conclusion seems eminently sound. It is clear that
1799. Thus Constant was a personage well
the eighth letter introduces a new proposition and
known to continental Masonic scholars.
a new chain of thought. Both lectures deduce
Freemasonry. The first develops the idea of a 2. The letters regularly address Constant in the
separate society for general human development
second person singular, appropriate to a
and so comes to the setting up of a theory of
brother, instead of in the second person plural,
sociableness. The second lecture develops the
appropriate to a non-Mason. In German usage
purpose and form of Masonic instruction through
this is clear enough. The second person
myth and ritual from the point of view of making
singular is now so unusual in English usage
cultivated men. Thus there is a different theme
that I have in the translation regularly used
for each.
“you” instead.
I have followed the text of the 1923 reprint, 3. Fichte himself addresses his lecture to some
leaving out the obvious interpolations and
one in the second person singular and, in a
additions. But I have kept the form of letters, as
number of places in passages undoubtedly
in the original publication, since we cannot say
genuine, addresses Constant by name.
that Fichte may not have wished or been content
to have it so. As Fessler’s rite did not maintain 4. The lectures were written for a lodge, and
itself, the lectures, even if adapted to use in the
hence were addressed to Masons originally.
lodge, could not be used as such permanently,
and the form of letters was not inappropriate.
5. It can hardly be a mere coincidence that a name
was chosen for the addressee of the letters
You will ask naturally, as I asked myself at once,
which is of real significance to the Mason and
why letters to “Constant”? One thinks naturally
means nothing to the non-Mason. Nor can it
of an important character in a Scottish Rite
be that a Mason would choose that name as
degree, and for a number of reasons I am satisfied
appropriate to a representative non-Mason.
that it is he who was intended. It is true the editor
of the 1923 reprint assumes the letters are For these reasons I have retained Fischer’s title,
addressed to “an imaginary non-Mason,” and one “Letters to Constant” in addition to what was no
of the interpolations states expressly that the doubt the original title, given to the manuscript by
Constant addressed is not a Mason. Indeed, in Fichte, “Lectures on the Philosophy of Masonry.”
the third paragraph of the first letter Fichte
suggests as much. But the reason for this is not Fichte is far from easy to put into English. Even
far to seek. Six years later, when Krause philosophers find his Wissenschaftslehre hard to
published his lectures on higher spiritualization understand. One reason is his characteristic use
of the genuine traditional symbols of Masonry of words in unusual meanings. It is necessary to
and afterwards when he published his great work acquire a Fichte vocabulary, not merely of
on the oldest professional records of Masonry, technical philosophical terms but of everyday
the limits of permissible public discussion of words which he uses frequently with meanings
Masonic matters were not clear, and the liberty of his own or shades of meaning not in
of the individual Mason to interpret for himself dictionaries and requiring to be drawn from the
was not generally conceded. It will be context. Again his mode of writing needs to be

learned. Often he debates with himself, and after
stating both sides he may leave the reader to draw
the conclusion for himself, as something which
had become evident from the two statements or
he may sum up the discussion in a clear
pronouncement. Hence, unless one reads carefully
there may seem to be contradictions and
inconsistencies which in fact do not exist.
Moreover, we have in English no term exactly
corresponding to the German word Bildung which
appears either itself or in some compound word
on almost every page of letters. Primarily in such
connections it means the shaping or creating of a
cultivated man. But it may mean culture,
civilization, education, training, or, in
composition, development. I have not pretended
to be consistent in rendering it, but have looked
to the context to suggest what will best bring out
what seems to be the idea. For the rest, I have
not hesitated to break up the long and involved
sentences of the original and to resort to
paraphrases so as to make what I take to be the
idea of the text more easy of understanding by
the American Mason of today. As to what Masonic
writings Fichte may have used, all that I can be
sure of is Preston’s Illustrations of Masonry, 1772,
second edition, revised and enlarged, 1775. By
1802 there had been six other English editions
and a German edition, any of which Fichte could
have seen. It seems clear that he is arguing against
Preston’s idea of knowledge and Preston’s theory
of education and that he presupposes, as one
might expect, Preston’s version of the history of
the Craft and the story of its continuity from
antiquity. He does not consider these adequate to
point out a purpose for the order, much less to
justify its existence. Hence, he seeks to construct
a philosophy of Masonry independently on the
basis of a metaphysically derived theory of society
and of man in society.
Three fundamental questions have been put by
philosophers of Masonry since Preston. They are:
(1) What is the purpose of Masonry as an
institution? For what does it exist? What does
it seek to do? To Masonic philosophers this
has always presented itself as a question of
what ought to be the purpose—of what
Masonry ought to seek as its end.
(2) What is—and to the philosopher this means
what should be—the relation of Masonry to
other human institutions? What is or ought
to be its place in a rational scheme of human
activities? (3) How does Masonry go about
and how ought it to go about attaining the
end which it seeks? In seeing how Fichte
answers these questions we must not lose
sight of the social, political, and economic
conditions of the time and place in which he
wrote nor of the condition of Masonry in that
time and place.
(3) The purpose of masonry. Fichte assumes that
Continued on Page 12 - Letters
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Freemasonry: A Tradition From The Past, A
Relevance For Today
Stephen J. Trachtenberg,
33° Grand Cross
President, The George
Washington University

responsibility—has not always been a notion
tradition-bound societies accept. What
Freemasonry encourages is a vision of
individuality without chaos and disorder.
Patriotism, the Fraternity insists, can represent a
Masonry plays a special union between complete selfhood and complete
role for young Americans national dedication—precisely because a fully
today.
developed individual is also the kind of person
who treasures good civic order.
In his famous book
Democracy in America, Alexis de Tocqueville, a For young people today, the sense of a national
Frenchman, summed up, among other things, the set of values that doesn’t contradict individual
American inclination to form all kinds of striving is especially urgent and important. They
voluntary groups aimed at civic improvement and have often been encouraged to regard their
the general betterment of society. Tocqueville was country and its government as oppressive forces.
writing at a time when most Americans lived in They are invited to join cults and conspiracies
small and self-contained communities. And he which oppose nearly everyone who isn’t a
was writing, as we all know, long before the participating member. In contrast to these
invention of the telephone, the automobile, and unfortunate tendencies, Masonry values freedom
the airplane.
while also valuing our national consensus as the
world’s oldest industrial democracy.
Modern technology has turned the United States
into a far looser and more lonely society than the As President of a major university, The George
thinkers of the 19th century could envision. Even Washington University (GWU) in Washington,
in our largest cities, it is possible for the individual D.C., I am necessarily deeply involved in the lives
American to feel very isolated. The sense of of young people. I watch them arrive on the GWU
community—of mutual support and joint effort— campus in quest not only of academic degrees
is always in danger of simply dribbling away.
but of a sense of personal completion. Those who
graduate do so in two senses: they graduate from
Against such a loss of the sense of mutuality the University; they graduate into their adult lives.
stands the Masonic Fraternity. And it does so in
ways that cannot be matched by other What a profound resemblance there is between
organizations. Freemasonry embodies the the progress of our young people through higher
awareness that Americans share a profound
obligation to each other and to their society.
Sometimes this sense of obligation takes the form
of charitable endeavor. Sometimes it takes the
form of shared thoughts, or our need to hear noble
principles eloquently enumerated. And sometimes
it takes the form of shared ceremony, when we
are lifted beyond our most selfish and petty
concerns by the symbolism of the Fraternity,
derived from a history that extends back for
hundreds of years. What makes the Fraternity so
unusual in American life is the fact that it never
surrenders its ideals. Its function is brotherhood.
Its style is participation. And its goals are typically
embodied in Lodges that are held together by a
sense of loyalty even as they loyally form part of
the larger Masonic Order. Masonry serves to
heighten a whole range of American values that
in turn are deeply tied to the progress of world
history and the global yearning for freedom and
dignity.

Did you
know???
By Galen R. Dean

In Europe, Masons do not
generally wear any Masonic
Jewelry, pins, insignias or any
other identifying markings. In
fact, there is a law in England
that requires any public official or law
enforcement personnel to disclose their
membership and/or affiliation with any Masonic
organization. There is a common belief that a
Masonic Judge or Police Officer will let off
another Mason even if he is guilty.

education and the progress of a Mason through
the various Degrees of the Fraternity. Growth,
development, striving for perfection—these are
some of the important values shared by most
young persons who enter college or post-collegiate
education and by most members of the Masonic
Fraternity. For me as an academic administrator,
there is not only no contradiction with my
“Masonic side” but a profound sense of continuity
and similarity.
Clearly, the values Masonry celebrates are crucial
to our country. Let me illustrate with a historic
example. The year was 1961 when Ill. Allen E.
Roberts first published his book House
Undivided: The Story of Freemasonry and the
Civil War. More than twenty years later, as he
prepared for the second printing of his book, he
added an “Author’s Post Script” in which he
described the historical event that first got him
interested in the Civil War.
During a church service sponsored by his Lodge,
a retired Baptist minister told a story about Joseph
Fort Newton. Newton’s father, Lee, had been
made a Master Mason in a Confederate military
lodge during the American Civil War. Later, Lee
was captured by Federal forces and taken to a
prisoner-of-war camp at Rock Island, Illinois.
There he became deathly ill. The commander of
the camp learned the elder Newton was a Mason,
took him into his home, and nursed him back to
Continued on Page 30 - Tradition
We, however, do not suffer as our brothers do in
Europe. We openly and proudly declare our
membership and affiliation; we are in parades,
we support youth organizations, belong to the
Chamber of Commerce and are an integral part
of the community. What freedoms we enjoy!
Yet, remember, freedoms are earned, enjoyed and
retained at a price. The price we must pay is to
always be cognizant of the forces that wish to
slander and destroy us. We must always conduct
ourselves to the dictates of our high standards
and morals. Never let the current and fleeting
standards of society be your guide to your behavior
or values.

As we endeavor to raise the awareness in the
community of who we are and what we represent,
we must be ever diligent to always display the
best side of Masonry. The general public must
I’m amazed that in this day and age of be able to look to a man and say, “you can trust
Masons are often associated with patriotism, and enlightenment that a civilized society would that person, he’s a Mason”. Don’t be the one
this is very important to young people today. The openly discriminate and persecute a group such that our community points to and says, “There
20th century has not always been an easy century as the Masons. All it takes is one person of goes that scoundrel, Joe Smith, the Mason.”
for the United States. Two world wars and a host sufficient persuasion to inflame others that are
of other conflicts have made it clear that even less informed and small-minded. People Stand proud and strong; be an exemplary
democracy—the idea of individual freedom and seem to thrive on gossip, innuendoes and scandal. Mason.
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honest, but that he is careless.

He Found Out

“A few years ago he got into difficulties, and
seeing no other way out, attempted to become a
Catholic. But the good fathers of the church turned
“How do I know he is religious? Why, he goes to him inside out in no time and found out that he
church every Sunday and he talks a great deal had been, at various times, a member of at least
four other churches, all for the work he could get
about it... I don’t know!”
and the charity he could receive from their
“I’ll say you don’t know! You don’t really know organizations. He has been a member of the Odd
anything about Brinkley, do you? Your attitude is Fellows, the Pythians, the Red Men and a few
too sadly common for the good of Masonry. You others, in all of which organizations he has been
are familiar with Brinkley’s name and his dropped for N.P.D.
appearance and his looks; he has worked for you
as an odd job man for years. Because he never “At 65 or more years of age he suddenly conceives
stole your silver or beat your dog you think he is a great regard for the Masonic fraternity and wants
a good man. Because he talks religion and goes to join our lodge. Why, I don’tknow, but I strongly
to church you term him religious. He is a part... a suspect! And my suspicions are well founded in
small part, but yet a part... of your life, and evidence that Mr. Brinkley wants to become a
therefore he is all right for your lodge! Oh, Mason for what he can get out of Masonry in a
conceited man! As if you couldn’t be fooled and material way that I shall register a loud, round,
taken in and hornswoggled and deceived like and emphatic negative on my report, and I very
much suspect that both other committeemen will
anyone else!
do the same thing!”
“I happen to know considerable about Brinkley. I
heard he was going to petition this lodge and I “Oh, well, of course!”answered the New Brother.
made it my business to find out. Listen, and see “I didn’t know!”
how much damage you might have done if I had
been less well informed and had taken your “Of course you didn’t! And because you only
guessed and hoped and believed and had no real
estimate of Brinkley for truth!
knowledge, you would have done this lodge a
“Brinkley owes a lot of money. His credit is great injury if all the committeemen had depended
exhausted. There is nothing bad about the man; solely on your report!”
he is a well-meaning but shiftless person, who
has never either the ambition or the ability to rise “But I know now... and I won’t do it anymore!”
above sporadic day wages and occasional jobs. pleaded the New Brother.
He is weak, so he borrows right and left and runs
accounts which he seldom pays, not that he isn’t The Old Tyler grunted.

by M.W. Carl Claudy, PGM how you know that much.”
“Old Tyler I can save you
some trouble!” announced
the New Brother.
The Old Tyler leaned his
sword up against the wall
and motioned the New
Brother to a seat. “I am
never adverse to anyone saving me trouble!”
“A petition was read in lodge tonight,”continued
the New Brother. “Man by the name of Ned
Brinkley. I have known old Brinkley for years. I
heard your name on his committee. I can tell you
anything you want to know.”
“Nice of you!”repeated the Old Tyler. “Why does
Mr. Brinkley want to be a Mason?”
“Oh, I don’t know... same reason we all do, I
guess.”
“You speak of him as ‘Old Brinkley.’How old is
he?”
“Must be all of 65, or maybe 68. Carpenter by
trade, he is; worked for me off and on for years.
The wife never wants a shelf put up or a hinge
mended or a fence painted or the gutter spout
fixed that we don’t call on old Brinkley. He’s a
fine old chap, very religious too. I rather wondered
at the Master putting you on his petition.”
“Why?”asked the Old Tyler.
“I know your reputation as a committeeman!”
smiled the New Brother. “You dig to the bottom.
They don’t waste you on people everyone knows
about. Brinkley is a dead open-and-shut
proposition. Everyone in town knows him, I guess.
I don’t see why they put an old ferret like you on
his trail. But I can tell you anything you want to
know about him.”
“Except why he wants to be a Mason!”answered
the Old Tyler, dryly.
“Well, that isn’t important in this case. He is a
very religious man, and I suppose wants the
religious part of lodge work.”
“You suppose! Suppositions are not good enough
for me. How does friend Brinkley know there is
anything religious about a lodge or Masonry? Why
does a very religious man find his church
insufficient to supply his religion? Why does he
wait until he is 65 years old to want to be a
Mason? Those are questions I want answered.
You know Brinkley as a workman, an obliging
tinkerer with shelves and gutter spouts. But
apparently you know nothing else about him
except that he is religious. Suppose you tell me

Freemasonry
101.
By Wr. Jarrod Morales
Master
Inland Empire Lodge
Freemasonry is different
things to different individual
members. To some we are a
big benevolent charity. To
others we are a convivial
diners’club, whose membership benefits include
jovial fellowship and social networking
opportunities. To still others Freemasonry is the
largest remnant of bygone ‘mystery’schools and
similar ‘occult’societies.

amalgam of all the above. There is, however, a
‘textbook’definition of Masonry and its character,
one that many Masons know, but few bother to
dissect and understand. That textbook definition
is one enigmatic sentence:
A peculiar system of morality,
veiled in allegory,
and illustrated by symbols
It sounds impressive, does it not? It also sounds
cryptic and mysterious, which is (of course) the
point. We Masons get too taken with ourselves
and our secrets, our titles and honors, the number
of degrees we have under our belt. Why else are
new Masons so eager to seek further light in the
Scottish Rite, if for no reason than to wear the
double eagle lapel with 32° graven upon it?

It’s not like it’s hard to achieve the hallowed
‘level’of 32°; in most places, all it takes is a
hundred dollars and two days of sitting (more
Yes, you read that right. I did mention likely snoozing) in a mouldy amphitheater.
Freemasonry, ‘mystery’schools, and the ‘occult,’
all within one paragraph, and in a positive context. Oh, my apologies, that was rather impolitic.
Get over it.
Moving on…
The truth is that Freemasonry is a strange

Continued on Page 30 - 101
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Manner of Masonic Dress
By Wr. Giovanni Lombardo,
P.M.
Lemmi Lodge #300
Grande Oriente d’Italia
The Masonic dress of brothers
in lodge essentially consists of
the plain white lambskin apron, and white gloves.
Both of these items have ritual and symbolic
significance to a Mason. In addition, officers wear
collars with declare their station. From these collars
depend what we refer to as Jewels; the Square of
the Master, the Level of the Senior Warden, the
Plumb of the Junior Warden, the Crossed Quills
of the Secretary, the Crossed Keys of the Treasurer,
the Harp of the Organist, the Square and Compass
surrounding the shining sun of the Senior Deacon,
the square and compass surrounding the Crescent
Mood of the Junior Deacon, the Cornucopia of the
Stewards and the Sword of the Tyler.
Each of these jewels has ritual and symbolic
significance of their own, in addition to declaring
which officer is which. And on one brother, the
master of the lodge, is the hat, usually a top hat,
though in some jurisdictions it can be a cowboy
hat, a beret, or a hat chosen by the master. Of
course, in some jurisdictions, the master does not
wear a hat at all.

The apron covers the genitalia’s region, thus
isolating it from the rest of the body. In order to
work properly to the glory of the Grand Architect,
as we are taught, all freemasons must learn to
subdue his passions within proper bounds.

Pérau in 1742, though it is thought this use is far
older. Masonic history informs us that Bro. Goethe
gifted his second pair of gloves to Mrs. Von Stein,
remarking that “even if the gift was seemingly poor,
nonetheless it had a particular feature, that is, it
can be given by a Freemason “only once in his
life”.
Master Masons should cover their head when they
work in the third degree. The reason of this use
lies in the esoteric feature of hair. Henry Allaix
wrote that hair works like a receiving set, while
beard and moustache are thought to emit energy.
In ancient times, Christian monks received a
tonsure, which removed the hair on their heads,
but they did not shave. So the master covers his
head thus showing he refuses any external
influences...

Entered Apprentices wear their apron keeping the
flap up: this further precaution is to protect the
epigastrium, the part of human body which is
immediately over the stomach. This is where the
manipura chakra is located. The passions’chakra
corresponds to the solar plexus. The Entered
Apprentice’s job is to learn to subdue his passions,
for like the youth the degree symbolizes, the
Entered Apprentice is considered unable to control
incoming energies satisfactorily. Therefore, it is Other interpretations are however possible. From
expedient that they protect themselves and the the ritual we are learned that the Lodge begins to
work when it is properly tiled. On the other side,
brethren adequately.
every human body is the “temple of the Holy
We have already noticed that the apron of the Ghost”, so the Master Mason who covers his head
Entered Apprentice recalls the Broached Thurnel. actually tiles his own temple. Still today, in their
This is a symbol which pertains to masters: the temples where they are appearing before G-D,
matter – the square – is turned into the spiritual: observant Jews wear the kippah, and in Italy many
the triangle. The entered apprentice wears the Master Masons do the same.
apron with the top turned up to act as a ‘reminder’,
showing to him the task which he must carry out.
Conversely, Fellow Crafts and Master Masons Last, but not the least, few words about the tunic.
keep the flap down: this means that the mental (fig. 1) In Italy, during the two world wars,
and the spiritual, respectively, closely interact with Freemasons wore it. The tunic is black, and its
matter, as it happens in the symbolism of David’s color reminds us of the importance of the hermetic
work’s phase which is called Crow’s head, or
star.
nigredo. There is a deep esoteric meaning in
White gloves are the other item of the Masonic wearing the tunic, for it teaches the brethren to
dress. In Italy, it is compulsory to wear them in
each lodge’s meeting, as long as the meeting lasts.
The only exception, is, when the brethren form
the union’s chain at the close of lodge. In that case,
hands must be bare so that the subtle energies of
the Brethren can circulate more easily.

We are taught in ritual that in ancient times,
stonecutters wore a lambskin apron, longer than
the ones in use today. These aprons were strong
enough to protect the wearer from splinters, scrapes
and keep their clothing from being soiled while
working in stone. This danger no longer exists as
we are speculative, not operative masons, so the
apron today is symbolic. It represents the purity of
conduct so essentially necessary to gain admission
into the great lodge above. As with everything in
Masonry, the apron also has a deeper and more Gloves are symbol of purity: being hands symbol
esoteric meaning.
of human actions. Wearing the gloves reminds us
of that purity and innocence with which we must
The apron is most often made of lambskin (or a work, performing only pure acts. Gloves, however,
reasonable facsimile) though there are also aprons are also a tool: in the Temple everything is sacred,
available in many lodges that are cloth or even so nothing can be touched, but by pure hands.
silk. Many believe that the lambskin apron should
still bear the wool, this being an animal fibre, in It is worth noting that in old catholic liturgy, only
an esoteric sense, it can then act as insulator.
popes and bishops could wear white gloves, thus
The apron’s shape is that of a square, with a
triangular flap on it. The square symbolizes the
matter while the triangle, the vertex of which is
up, reminds us of the alchemic symbol of fire, thus
symbolizing the zeal that pushes Freemasons
toward heaven, the siege of the Supreme Being.
The apron also represents a Broached Thurnel,
when the flap is turned up. This is particularly
symbolic of several things in most United States
Rituals. The Broached Thurnel is a symbol that
has been dropped from the ritual, while it is
retained in the way an Entered Apprentice is taught
to wear his apron.

evoking the hands of Jacob, that were covered with
“the skins of the kids of the goats”. We know that
the name “Jacob”means “the substitute”, hence
the idea of regeneration, of a new man that takes
the place of the old one, like light which drives give up vanity and any outer difference. In wearing
the tunic, they are really meeting on the level.
darkness away.
According the ritual of Grande Oriente d’Italia,
the Entered Apprentice receives two pairs of
gloves: one for himself and the other one for his
“perfect lunar polarity”. He should give that other
pair to the woman in whom he bears the utmost
esteem. It is difficult to determine when this
practice started, though there is a small hint in

As is taught in the first degree, when the candidate
is neither naked nor clad, it is not the outer
qualifications that make a man a mason, but the
inner. The tunic makes all equal. The tunic also
resembles the symbol of death, the grim reaper. In
Continued on Page 31 - Wear
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The Lodgeroom International Book Store
http://www.lodgeroomuk.com/sales/
The Builders - A Story and Study of Masonry
Joseph Fort Newton
One of the all time Masonic classics. A study of the philosophy and history
of Masonry. This work is available in searchable text PDF format. ISBN:
1-887560-51-3.

ANI is the largest, most perfect and best illuminated of all the papyri
containing copies of the Theban Recension of the Book of the Dead.
Searchable Text PDF Format. Bookmarked by chapters for ease of use.
ISBN: 1-887560-29-7

King James Bible and More
The King James Version of the Holy Bible is one of the most important
and popular Bible translations ever made in the English language. Although
its language is now rather archaic, it was rather controversial in 1611
because it was a translation into the English spoken by the common people
at the time. The King James Version is also one of the most popular Bibles
used as “Masonic Bibles.” This e-book edition includes the Old and New
Humanum Genus
Testaments, the original 1611 introduction to the King James Version and
Pope Leo XIII
The historic 1884 Encyclical Letter of Pope Leo XIII denouncing two Masonic papers regarding the Bible as the VSL.
Freemasonry, most fraternal orders and considered to be a threat to
democracy itself. This letter is followed by the famous answer by Albert This e-book Bible is fully searchable providing a wonderful study Bible.
ISBN: 1-887560-44-0
Pike. Searchable text PDF format. ISBN: 1-887560-62-9
Freemasonry and Catholicism
Max Heindel
Classic study by a respected esoteric writer of the early 1900’s. This work
is available in searchable text PDF format. ISBN: 1-887560-60-2

Brother of the Third Degree
Will L. Garver
In this metaphysical classic, a young spiritual seeker during the time of
Napoleon travels to Paris to enter the Masters’secret school. There he
meets his soul mate, who is an initiate of a higher order. In his eagerness
to make rapid progress he falls prey to the dark brotherhood. The Masters
Webb’
s Freemason’
s Monitor
use this near deadly experience to further test and teach him as part of
Thomas Smith Webb
This most important work, compiled in 1865 by James Fenton, can be their ultimate plan. He and his true love learn to work together in service
seen as the “father” of the U.S. craft lodge ritual. Searchable text PDF to the Masters and humanity. ISBN: 1-887560-43-2
format. ISBN: 1-887560-57-2
Common Sense
Thomas Paine
The Dogma and History of Transcendental Magic
America’s first best seller! Thomas Paine’s “Common Sense”was the book
Eliphas Levi
This is Eliphas Levi’s (1810-1875) best-known book. This work arguably that defined the American goals during the Revolutionary War. It provided
made Levi THE most influential writer on magic since the Renaissance. the spark that was needed to turn an abortive revolt into a war for
Originally issued in French, the English translator is A.E. Waite and it is independence in the American colonies. PDF Format.
doubtful that anyone else could have better captured the essence of Levi’s ISBN: 1-887560-42-4
work. The book is divided in two parts; the first is theoretical, the second
practical. This is a fascinating and often debated work. Searchable text Illustrations of Masonry
William Morgan
PDF format. ISBN: 1-887560-56-4
While anti-Masonry has existed for just about as long as Masonry has
existed, the anti-Masonic activities in the US reached a fever point
Duncan’
s Ritual of Freemasonry
following the publishing of William Morgan’s “Illustrations of Masonry.”
Malcolm C. Duncan
Guide to the Three Symbolic Degrees of the Ancient York Rite and to the Morgan, who had been a Mason, wrote this work as an exposure of
Degrees of Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Master, and the Royal Freemasonry after becoming upset at not being received, for cause, into a
Arch. Explained and interpreted by copious notes and numerous engravings. body of Masons. Before the book was released, Morgan disappeared never
to be seen again. Charges that Masons kidnapped and murdered Morgan
Bookmarked by chapters for ease of use. ISBN: 1-887560-46-7
were common by the anti-Masons, but never proven. As a result of the
events surrounding the disappearance of Morgan and the publishing of
Book of the Words
this booklet, anti-Masonry grew to great heights in the US and nearly
Albert Pike
Pike’s classic dictionary of the words used in the degrees of the Scottish destroyed many Masonic bodies. The introduction provide useful
information and a historical account of the Morgan affair. Searchable text
Rite. Bookmarked by chapters for ease of use. ISBN: 11-887560-06-8
format. ISBN: 1-887560-47-5
Lexicon of Freemasonry
by Albert Mackey
A Definition of all its Communicable Terms, Notices of its History,
Traditions, and Antiquities. 1869 Edition Bookmarked by chapters for
ease of use. ISBN: 1-887560-03-3
The Spirit of Masonry
William Hutchinson
The classic 1775 Masonic study as revised by George Oliver. Searchabletext PDF format. ISBN: 1-887560-61-0

Egyptian Book of the Dead
The hieroglyphic transcript of the Papyrus of ANI, the translation into
English and an introduction by E.A. Wallis Budge, late keeper of the
Egyptian and Assyrian antiquities in the British Museum. The Papyrus of
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Hiram
Continued from Page 3
come across regarding the actual name of the
Masonic hero was that Hiram meant ‘noble’or
‘kingly’in Hebrew, while Abif has been identified
as old French for ‘lost one’, giving a literal
description of ‘the king that was lost’.”“Masonic
ritual refers to Hiram Abif as the ‘Son of the
Widow’... In Egyptian legend the first Horus was
uniquely conceived after his father’s death and
therefore his mother was a widow even
before his conception. It seemed logical therefore
that all those who thereafter became Horus, i.e.
the kings of Egypt, would also describe
themselves as ‘Son of the Widow’.”
The newly installed King became the God-Man,
Horus, only after he was “raised from the dead”
in a living resurrection ceremony. The words to
this ritual were never written on any scroll, but
they were handed down, learned and remembered
word for word. “Although there is evidence for a
generic connection between the Craft and the
Ancient Mysteries, there is no explanation of how
the material might have been transmitted or how
the tradition could remain hidden through the
rigors of the Dark Ages and the probing of the
Inquisition.”
The King that had ‘died’and had post-presently
been the God Horus, would become the God
Osiris at death providing ‘the secret ritual words
were spoken’and he was ‘resurrected’to the
ultimate position of being the ‘God of the Dead’
and
the ‘King of the Underworld’. Osiris, becoming
immortal, could return to the earth and ‘incarnate’
into a mortal man. In this state he could ‘teach’
the people, be a ‘civilizer’and ‘legislator’and
then return from whence he came. If the KingGod Osiris had lived a righteous life, if he was
free of sin, he achieved the status of being ‘A
MASTER in Heaven’. This consists of his soul
being weighed against the ‘Feather of Maat’. If
his soul is lighter than the feather, Osiris becomes
a Master. As Osiris departs, Horus becomes the
New God-King.. The Book of the Dead (from
about 1800 BC), reads very much like an oratorio.
Although there is no evidence that it was actually
performed, the ritual is full of theatrical elements.
It describes the journey of the soul, brought after
death by the jackal-headed god Anubis into the
Hall of Truth, where the dead man’s heart is
weighed against a feather. If the heart, made light
by goodness, does not outweigh the feather, then
the soul is brought before Osiris and granted
immortality. ..here Anubis checks the accuracy
of the balance, Thoth records the results and
Ammit prepares to gobble down hearts laden with
sin.
The Ceremony was not only secret, but preformed
and known only by the two Senior Priests of the
Temple of Amen-Re, the Sun God. The Egyptians
believed in Eternal Life and they went to great
extremes to insure that the King achieved this.

Only the One True Living God could have taught
them this. In these pages you will see why God
chose the Egyptians to be the ‘Keepers of the
Word’and the ‘Caretakers’of the ‘Knowledge’.
The Masonic Third Degree ceremony explains
what happened that day over 3500 years ago in
the Temple at Thebes, which is now Luxor, when
the True King and Master, Seqenenre Tao II was
murdered. We concur with Knight and Lomas,
that this legend becomes the story and drama of
the Master Builder, Hiram Abiff.
“The king-making ritual is known to have been
performed in the pyramid of Unas. As in a
Masonic temple, the ceiling of the main chamber
represents the sky with stars in place. The
commonly accepted view is that the ceremony was
celebrated on the last night of the waning moon,
beginning at sunset and continuing all night until
sunrise, the purpose being a ‘living resurrection
ritual’which identified the dead king with Osiris
as an ascended “Master”. The picture is the
former Temple at Thebes. The real secrets of the
Egyptian king-making ceremony, which included
the ‘raising’of Osiris, died with Seqenenre, the
man Masons symbolically refer to as Hiram Abiff,
...”the King that was lost”. ‘The Grand Master’.
The ‘one’who knew the ‘ALL’. This has also
been referred to as the reason for the ‘Lost Name
of God’and the ‘Lost Word’. After these words
were lost, no king could journey to the afterlife
to be one with Osiris.
The Egyptian hieroglyphic for the morning star
has the literal meaning ‘divine knowledge’. This
seems to support our thesis that the candidate for
kingship was raised to the status of the new god/
king Horus by sharing the secrets of the gods in
the land of the dead, where he learned the great
secrets before returning to Earth as the morning
star broke the horizon just before sunrise.” “At
the coronation/funeral ritual, the old king was
resurrected as the new one, and proved himself a
suitable candidate by traveling around the
perimeter of the entire country. This was really a
symbolic act as the new king was conducted
around the temple room to show himself a worthy
candidate to those present, which included the
god Re and his main assistant.”
God’s people and Israel. Bible references do not
explain that there were two ruling factors in Egypt
at the same time. However this is confirmed by
Egyptian records and history. Consult ‘The
Second Intermediate Period of Egypt’for the
dating of this important factor. Seqenenre Tao II
is placed in the XVII dynasty of Thebes ( 1558 1554 ) which directly corresponds with Apepi I
(Archlês) of Avaris, (Heliopolis) 1581-1541 in
the XV dynasty. XIII Dynasty see at the top of
the page. However, in the XIV Dynasty of Xois
or Avaris, we see an (Aphôphis I )with no date.
This is a Greek interpretation by Manetho . Apepi
is also called Aphôphis so he must be Aphophis
I. We feel this is the correct Hyksos ruler who
sends Insults to Seqenenre. The man who became
known as ‘Israel’, Abraham, was a Hyksos

himself, and a priest from the land of Sumer. All
evidence is that Abraham was a high-born man
from Ur, in the land of Sumer. In the KJ bible,
God told the father of Abram to go to Canaan and
he gave the land of Jordan to Abram. The King of
Salem was Melchizedek and he was also a High
Priest of God’s word and a ‘chosen son’.Abraham
becomes a High Priest following the order named
after the King. In this priesthood, he is also
‘initiated’into the mysteries. This ‘initiation’
supports the theory that two separate groups of
people had God’s ‘knowledge’at the same time.
The legend says; After the destruction of the
world, these two pillars were discovered by
Hermes, the son of Shem. Then the craft of
masonry began to flourish, and Nimrod was one
of the earliest patrons of the art. “Abraham, the
son of Jerah, was skilled in the seven sciences
and taught the Egyptians the science of grammar.
Euclid was his pupil, and instructed them in the
art of making mighty walls and ditches to preserve
their houses from the inundations of
the Nile, and by geometry measured out the land,
and divided it into partitions so that each man
might ascertain his own property. And he it was
who gave masonry the name of geometry”. One
story proclaims that Abraham is to return to the
land of ‘his fathers’and regain from them the
secrets God left with the ‘Caretakers’. It is said
Abraham became friends with the ‘Pharaoh’, but
this alludes to the Hyksos Ruler, not Seqenenre
Tao or the ‘other’Thebian Royal House.. The
family of Abraham traveled to Egypt in 1780 BC.
Hence the name “Shepherd Kings”. The
Umosejhe (Egyptians ) were bound to the Hyksos
in ways of Spirit beyond the personal will because
their ancestors came from the same place.. These
‘usurpers’rewrote the history of Olai / Hyksos,
making them enemies and conquerors of Egypt.
The full explanation of this is on the Shepherd
Kings page.
Appendix
— In Rabbinical Literature:
2. Artificer sent by Hiram, King of Tyre, to
Solomon. He was apparently of a mixed race; his
father being a Tyrian, and his mother of the tribe
of Naphtali (I Kings vii. 13, 14) or of the tribe of
Dan (II Chron. ii. 12 [A. V. 14]). The words
“Huram abi,” which terminate II Chron. ii. 11
(A. V. 13), generally translated “Huram my
father’s”(see No. 1), are taken by some to be the
name of the artificer; with this name compare
“Hammurabi,”of which “Hiram Abi”may be a
local variant or misreading. The name is curiously
used in Freemasonry.
There is an essential difference, as regards the
nature of Hiram’s technical specialty, between I
Kings and II Chronicles. According to the former,
Hiram was an artificer only in brass; and the
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pieces which he executed for the Temple were
the two pillars Jachin and Boaz,
Bible text:
Chron. ii. 13 [14] it is said that Hiram was
“skilful to work in gold, and in silver, in brass, in
iron, in stone, and in timber, in purple, in blue,
and in fine linen, and in crimson; also to grave
any manner of graving.”Thus he seems to have
superintended all the work of the Temple.
Josephus says (“Ant.” viii. 3, § 4) that Hiram’s
father was Ur of the stock of the Israelites, that
he was skilful in all sorts of work, but that his
chief skill lay in working in gold, silver, and brass.
Josephus apparently interprets the words “ish
?ori”to mean a man who lived in Tyre, and the
name of “Ur”probably originated in the confusion
between “Hiram”and “Bezaleel.”In I Kings vii.
40 (A. V. margin) the form “Hirom”occurs.E.
1 Kings 7
The Temple’
s Furnishings

it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will
be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the
17
“My father David had it in his heart to build a quality of each man’s work. 14 If what he has built
temple for the Name of the LORD , the God of survives, he will receive his reward. 15 If it is
Israel. 18 But the LORD said to my father David, burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be
‘Because it was in your heart to build a temple saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.
for my Name, you did well to have this in your
heart. 19 Nevertheless, you are not the one to build 16 Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s
s Spirit lives in you? 17 If
the temple, but your son, who is your own flesh temple and that God’
s temple, God will destroy him;
and blood-he is the one who will build the temple anyone destroys God’
for God’s temple is sacred, and you are that temple.
for my Name.’
The Ark Brought to the Temple

Solomon’s Prayer of Dedication
27

“But will God really dwell on earth? The
heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain
you. How much less this temple I have built! 28
Yet give attention to your servant’s prayer and
his plea for mercy, O LORD my God. Hear the
cry and the prayer that your servant is praying in
your presence this day. 29 May your eyes be open
toward this temple night and day, this place of
which you said, ‘My Name shall be there,’so
that you will hear the prayer your servant prays
toward this place. 30 Hear the supplication of your
servant and of your people Israel when they pray
toward this place. Hear from heaven, your
dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive.

13

King Solomon sent to Tyre and brought Huram,
[7] 14
whose mother was a widow from the tribe of
Naphtali and whose father was a man of Tyre
and a craftsman in bronze. Huram was highly
skilled and experienced in all kinds of bronze
work. He came to King Solomon and did all the
work assigned to him.
15
He cast two bronze pillars, each eighteen cubits
high and twelve cubits around, [8] by line. 16 He
also made two capitals of cast bronze to set on
the tops of the pillars; each capital was five cubits
[9 ]
high. 17 A network of interwoven chains
festooned the capitals on top of the pillars, seven
for each capital. 18 He made pomegranates in two
rows [10] encircling each network to decorate the
capitals on top of the pillars. [11] He did the same
for each capital. 19 The capitals on top of the pillars
in the portico were in the shape of lilies, four
cubits [12] high. 20 On the capitals of both pillars,
above the bowl-shaped part next to the network,
were the two hundred pomegranates in rows all
around. 21 He erected the pillars at the portico of
the temple. The pillar to the south he named Jakin
[13]
and the one to the north Boaz. [14] 22 The capitals
on top were in the shape of lilies. And so the
work on the pillars was completed.
All these objects that Huram made for King
Solomon for the temple of the LORD were of
burnished bronze. 46 The king had them cast in
clay molds in the plain of the Jordan between
Succoth and Zarethan. 47 Solomon left all these
things unweighed, because there were so many;
the weight of the bronze was not determined.
48
Solomon also made all the furnishings that were
in the LORD’s temple:
1 Kings 8

Huram is a name used by the Chronicler for
Hiram, king of Tyre. 2 Chronicles 2.3-16

41

Huram-abi is a name used by the Chronicler for the
craftsman, Hiram. 2 Chronicles 2.13, 14; 4.11-16
2 Chronicles 2:
2:7 “Now send me a man who is skilled in
working with gold, silver, bronze, and iron, as
well as purple, crimson, and violet colored fabrics,
and who knows how to engrave. He will work
with my skilled craftsmen here in Jerusalem and
Judah, whom my father David provided.
2:13 Now I am sending you Huram Abi, 22 a skilled
and capable man, 2:14 whose mother is a Danite
and whose father is a Tyrian. 23 He knows how to
work with gold, silver, bronze, iron, stones, and
wood, as well as purple, violet, white, and
crimson fabrics. He knows how to do all kinds of
engraving and understands any design given to
him. He will work with your skilled craftsmen
and the skilled craftsmen of my lord David your
father.

“As for the foreigner who does not belong to
your people Israel but has come from a distant
land because of your name- 42 for men will hear
of your great name and your mighty hand and
your outstretched arm-when he comes and prays
toward this temple, 43 then hear from heaven, your
dwelling place, and do whatever the foreigner
asks of you, so that all the peoples of the earth
may know your name and fear you, as do your
own people Israel, and may know that this house It would seem a reasonable conclusion. That if,
I have built bears your Name.
we are inclined to hold the Egyptian foundation
up as the origins of Masonic structure. Then as
1 Kings 9
with most stories, like the size of fish they change
with the proportions of time between the telling
The LORD Appears to Solomon
of the tale. We must recognize that the art of
reading and writing was far from easily available
3
The LORD said to him: ”I have heard the prayer to the general populous at this time frame. There
and plea you have made before me; I have would have been a great reliance on remembrance
consecrated this temple, which you have built, and we all know as I said the tale changes from
by putting my Name there forever. My eyes and telling to telling. But, most often carries with it
my heart will always be there.
the basics of the original story.
1 Corinthians 3

We then blend into this tale the fundamentals of
being able to move around the then known world
8 The man who plants and the man who waters in safety and in an organized manner. If there was
have one purpose, and each will be rewarded already a pattern laid down, that was proven to
according to his own labor. 9 For we are God’s be safe and efficient, then it would be a realistic
fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s proposition to follow that pattern.
building.
Are these the foundation stones of the Masonic
10 By the grace God has given me, I laid a structure? The fact, that this system of safe travel
foundation as an expert builder, and someone else from one ‘Lodge’to another. The safe movement
is building on it. But each one should be careful of funds. I would point out that the Israeli Banking
how he builds. 11 For no one can lay any system of the Middle Ages was drawn on such
foundation other than the one already laid, which trust. The Knights Templer appear to have
is Jesus Christ. 12 If any man builds on this adopted many of these practices.
foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood,
hay or straw, 13 his work will be shown for what
Continued on Next Page - Hiram
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Is it a simple as that? If an Idea works, steal it.
We can speculate on the Egyptian origin, I am
not sure that it is that important to conclude this
point. Other than, there was a great upheaval in
this part of the world with the Upper and Lower
empires of Egypt, fighting over the Deity. One
and only True God or many Gods. There are
scholars that support the Exodus as the Israelites
bringing out of Egypt the concept of the True and
Living God. The one and only God. Omnipotent.
We just do not have available to us defining
evidence to support any of these hypothesis.
We are left with the preponderance of the
evidence. All you can due is ask of yourself how
would you have decided in those circumstances.
Hiram Key

severed part of his left cheek, exposed the teeth,
fractured the jaw, and sent him senseless to the
ground; another blow must have seriously injured
the skull, and a dagger or javelin has cut open
the forehead on the right side, a little above the
eye. His body must have remained lying where it
fell for some time: when found, decomposition
had set in, and the embalming had to be hastily
performed as best it might. The hair is thick,
rough, and matted; the face had been shaved on
the morning of his death, but by touching the
cheek we can ascertain how harsh and abundant
the hair must have been. The mummy is that of a
fine, vigorous man, who might have lived to a
hundred years, and he must have defended
himself resolutely against his assailants; his
features bear even now an expression of fury. A
flattened patch of exuded brain appears above
one eye, the forehead is wrinkled, and the lips,
which are drawn back in a circle about the gums,
reveal the teeth still biting into the tongue

Philosophical systems grow out of attempts to
solve concrete problems of a time and place. The
philosopher finds a satisfying solution and puts
it in abstract, universal terms. Then he or his
disciples make it or seek to make it a universal
solvent, equal to all problems everywhere and in
all times. Accordingly, Fichte starts with the
urgent concrete problem of Masonry in his time.
It appeared to be hopelessly divided into systems
and sects and rites. In England, the schism of the
self-styled Ancients had produced two Grand
Lodges, each claiming to be the true successor of
the Masonry which had come down from antiquity
through the Middle Ages. On the Continent, the
pulling and hauling of rival sovereign bodies, the
claims of self-constituted leaders to property in
the high degrees and the downright peddling of
them, had produced an even worse condition. In
Germany, the charlatanry of the Strict Observance
It has been convincingly argued that Seqenenra had led to scandals which inflicted serious injury
Taa’s wound across the forehead was caused by on the order. Hence it was necessary to go back
an axe, similar to examples that have been found to first principles and determine what Masonry
in Tell el-Dab’a. Egyptian axes of the same period could be and what it ought to be.
are distinctly different in shape and would not
have caused a similar wound. Given the angle of Where was one to begin such an inquiry? Fichte
the neck wound, possibly caused by a dagger, it saw that he could get no satisfactory starting point
is most likely that the pharaoh was prone or lying from the literature of Masonry as it then was.
down when the fatal blows were struck.[5] In The Old Charges and the mythical history of the
addition, the absence of wounds to the arms or transmission of civilization did not help. It was
hands (which would be expected if the victim necessary to resort to reason. What in reason was
were actively defending himself) indicates that there to be done which an immemorial universal
the first blow must have incapacitated Seqenenra brotherhood could do and should be doing? In
Taa. The popular theory is that he died in a battle answering this question Fichte had before him
against the Hyksos, though the wounds would also also the social, political, and economic condition
be consistent with someone who was killed while of Europe, and in particular of Germany, in his
time, and the problem thus presented to the
he slept.
philosopher possessed of an ideal of human
perfection or, if you will, civilization.

Hiram Abif (Seqenenre Tao II) -Hebrew
translation, Hiram-’noble’or ‘kingly’and Abif
identified as old French for ‘lost one’is literally
translated as “the king that was lost.” Hiram is
also believed to be the last true heir and king of
Egypt (not a “Pharaoh”) at the end of the Second
Intermediate Period (1782-1570 BC), who was
murdered (the only Egyptian King found to be
murdered) presumably by followers of the Hyksos
King Apophis. This “murder” ushered out the
Hyksos Kings and the expulsion of over 200,000
households from Northern Egypt by the murdered
Kings’sons Kamose and Ahmose. There is a lot
of confusion as to the reference of Hiram, King
of Tyre who was recorded in the Bible (1 Kings
5:1-18) as providing the materials and skilled
Letters
laborers to help build Solomon’s Temple, some
Continued from Page 5
believe the two share only a name in common
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tao_II_the_Brave
Tao II’s mummy was discovered in the Deir elBahri cache, revealed in 1881. He was interred
along with those of other, later 18th and 19th
dynasty leaders Ahmose I (likely his son),
Amenhotep I, Thutmose I, Thutmose II, Thutmose
III, Ramesses I, Seti I, Ramesses II, and Ramesses
IX, as well as the 21st dynasty pharaohs
Psusennes I, Psusennes II, and Siamun.
The mummy was unwrapped by Gaston Maspero
on June 9, 1886. A vivid description by Gaston
Maspero provides an account of the damage that
was done to the pharaoh at his death:
...it is not known whether he fell upon the field
of battle or was the victim of some plot; the
appearance of his mummy proves that he died a
violent death when about forty years of age. Two
or three men, whether assassins or soldiers, must
have surrounded and despatched him before help
was available. A blow from an axe must have

purposes of philosophy he must begin at the
beginning.

Constant knows nothing of this. The Masonic
literature of the time, for which the
philosopher had a not unnatural contempt,
did not discuss the question. Mostly derived
from or elaborated on the basis of the Old
Charges, it had to do with a largely mythical
story of the transmission of civilization from
the biblical patriarchs and by the Hebrews,
the Phoenicians, the Greeks, and the Romans
to the Middle Ages. Fessler’s rite was taken
up with a historical critique of systems and
rites and degrees and was well adapted to
produce Masonic scholars in the sense of men
deeply grounded in rites and rituals. But it
did not touch upon the three questions of
Masonic philosophy except incidentally and
inferentially. What was to be had from
Preston’s Illustrations, from French
discussions of the symbols, and from some
pious discourses which had begun to appear,
could not satisfy a philosopher. In short,
Constant knew no more of the philosophy of
the Craft than did the uninitiate. For the

What impressed him as a child of the people who
had come up through adversity (his brother is said
to have died an agricultural laborer) was the gulf
between the cultivated, professional man, the less
cultivated practical man of business, and the
uncultivated man in the humbler walks of life,
each, however wise in his calling and however
virtuous, suspicious of the others, unappreciative
of the others’purposes, and very likely intolerant
of the others’plans and proposals. Thus there was
in society the same unhappy cleavage which he
saw in the Masonry of the time. He saw the same
phenomenon also in the political order of the time.
The medieval academic ideal of political unity
of Christendom in “the empire”had broken down
in the sixteenth century and had been superseded
by nationalism. Since that time Christendom had
been torn by successive wars between nations
seeking political hegemony, and, when Fichte
wrote, the wars of the French Revolution and
empire were still waging. Society in western
Europe seemed hopelessly divided into states
Continued on Next Page - Letters
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unable to work together except in fluctuating
alliances and then not toward any common goal
of humanity or of civilization but only toward
political self-aggrandizement. In Germany, not yet
unified politically, but divided into more than two
dozen states, in more or less constant strife with
each other, the political condition of Europe was
reflected in aggravated form.
A like phenomenon was appearing in the economic
order. The relationally organized society of the
Middle Ages had broken down. The French
Revolution had put an end to feudal society in
France and it was passing in central Europe.
Economic freedom of the middle class had given
it increasingly complete political control. But the
proletariat was emerging to class consciousness
and was making continually increasing demands.
Thus there was growing up a class-organized
society which has been a conspicuous feature of
the economic order with the progressive
industrialization which has gone on everywhere
since the end of the eighteenth century. States,
classes, professions, and walks of life alike were
suspicious of each other, prejudiced against each
other, intolerant of each other. Society in Europe,
which was culturally a unit and had inherited a
universal tradition from the Middle Ages, was
internally chaotic, and in a condition of internal
strife and conflict which stood in the way of the
progress of civilization. Even the unity of the
church, which had held men together to some
extent during the Middle Ages, had disappeared
at the Reformation, and sects and denominations
were suspicious, prejudiced and intolerant among
themselves.

calling. Looking at other callings through these
spectacles, he became suspicious, prejudiced, and
intolerant and so largely incapable of assisting in
the maintaining and furthering of civilization.
There was need, therefore, of an organization in
which men were to be given or led to an all-round
development, instead of the one sided vocational
development which they acquired in a society
based on division of labor. While in society at
large they were adequately trained toward
effective division of labor, in Masonry they must
be adequately trained for effective cooperation
toward the highest human development. The
purpose, then, must be an all-round development
of men as men; not merely as fellows in a calling,
citizens of a state, members of a class or adherents
of a denomination, but as men fully competent
and attentive to their duties as members of a
profession, as citizens, as churchmen, and yet
conscious also of duties as men to rise above
suspicion, prejudice, and intolerance, and
appreciate and work sympathetically with their
fellows in every walk of life, of every political
allegiance, and of every creed.

Thus Fichte looked at the problem presented by
the condition of Masonry in his time and place
sub specie æternitatis as part of a problem of all
humanity, along with one of social, political,
economic, and religious organization of mankind,
and sought a solution that would enable Masonry
to meet or help meet a great need of mankind.
Indeed, his Masonic philosophy is in a sense a part
of a larger social and political philosophy in which
it is now considered that he laid the foundation of
much of the social philosophical thinking of today.
But that is too large a subject to go into here.

Today, when exaggerated nationalism and
aggressive class consciousness are threatening to
disrupt civilization, thinkers are approaching
Fichte’
s position not from metaphysics, as he did,
but from the standpoint of social psychology. We
are told that no man can form an objective and
unbiased judgment of a situation in which he is
emotionally interested. Hence, he unconsciously
looks at every one and everything from the
standpoint of a profession or trade or calling or
class or nation or denomination and so, even with
the best of motives, proceeds upon prejudices and
misconceptions which impede his relations with
others. Whether in business or industry or politics
or international relations, we see this manifested
every day. We have had illustrations in strikes,
in race riots, and in wars. It is recognized as giving
us a major problem of social control. Every social
agency, the law, administration, international law,
and all attempts at international organization must
reckon with it. Many of those who are urging some
sort of world organization to secure peaceable
adjustment of international relations are writing
very much in view of the second world war in a
generation as Fichte did during the Napoleonic
Wars. We must concede that he has set us a task
which transcends time and place.

What was demanded, as Fichte saw it, was an
allaround development of the individual man
which would enable him to cast off or prevent
his
acquiring
the
suspicions
and
misunderstandings and prejudices which stand
in the way of cooperation with others toward
developing human powers to their highest
possibilities. As it was, each man was trained or
trained himself for some profession or vocation
or walk of life and as he perfected himself for the
purposes of that profession or vocation or walk
of life he narrowed his outlook upon the world
and came to look upon it and upon his fellow
men as it were through the spectacles of that

2. the relation of masonry to other human
organizations and activities. Fichte’
s conception
of individual personality and its value led him to
oppose any idea of merging the moral unit in the
political or any other organization. Such theories
misconceive the nature of organizations. They
organize certain of men’
s activities without
including their personalities. Thus each of us may
be in any number of groups or associations or
relations which organize our activities in different
directions while still leaving us free in all others.
In consequence, there is no incompatibility in
being an efficient professional man or man of
business, a faithful worker in some calling, a

loyal, patriotic citizen, a devout churchman, and
a Mason striving for the universal while attentive
to the particular. Fichte urges that one may be a
better citizen of the world for being a good citizen
of his state, and a better citizen of his state for
being a good citizen of the world. We should seek
to shape many-sided men, but not so many-sided
that we cannot find any particular side. Masonry
is not to supersede calling, government, or church;
it is to supplement them. It is to help us be
complete, well-rounded men as well as the
efficient, patriotic, devout men which we are or
should be outside of the Order. It is not hard to
see why absolute personal governments in the
eighteenth century and totalitarian governments
in the present century have suppressed Masonry.
An order which considers that any organization
of men’
s activities can stand in any degree on a
plane with the omni-competent state cannot be
allowed by such governments.
As to the relation of Masonry to the church, we
must remember that down to the Reformation and
in parts of Europe much later, and down to the
French Revolution, the church had vigorously
repressed freedom of thought and free science
and had by no means made for the development
of man’
s personality to its highest unfolding. The
church, says Fichte, cannot make men devout.
The man who is devout from fear or from hope of
reward only professes devoutness. Devoutness is
an internal condition, an enduring frame of mind,
not a temporary product of coercion or cupidity
of reward or emotional excitement. Like or along
with the state, the church may be a wholesome
agency of social control in restraining men’
s
instinct of aggressive self-assertion. It can point
out to men their relation to the life to come and
the duties they ought to be adhering to for the
very and sole reason that they are duties. Thus
the church can be working towards shaping the
fully developed man. But that is not its real, its
primary function. Remembering what the state
churches were for the most part in Europe in the
era of the French Revolution, we can understand
why Fichte passes over this agency of human
development very lightly. As he says, religious
instruction through the churches had then taken
on a mass of the incidental and one-sided from
which Masonry had the task of delivering men.
On the other hand, Fichte does the fullest justice
to religion, although without identifying it with
Masonry as Oliver seems to do.
As to morality, it will be remembered that Krause
considered that the purpose of Masonry was to
put an organization behind morals as the church
was an organization behind religion and
government or the state an organization behind
law. Fichte holds that morality means the doing
of one’
s well understood duty with absolute inner
freedom, without any outside incentive, simply
because it is his duty. Hence, there is no specific
Masonic morality and hence also morality needs
no special organization behind it. Like religion it
Continued on Page 15 - Letters
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is an integral part of the fully developed man.
3. How does masonry Go about attaining the end
which it seeks? Both from his knowledge of the
institutions of antiquity and from the Old Charges,
Fichte had learned that throughout recorded
history there had been systems of secret
instruction designed to perfect those who were
inducted. Indeed, we know today that the
primitive secret society is one of the oldest of
human social institutions. We know that
ceremonies of termination of boyhood and raising
up of a man are among the oldest of human rites.
Hence Fichte assumes that alongside the open
training of men for their special work in society
there has always gone on a secret instruction, a
system of mysteries or a brotherhood which have
supplied the deficiencies of the one-sided training
in society and sought to train men as such and
not as followers of some particular calling. Such
instruction, he holds, can properly be given orally
in contrast with the open training which may use
books or manuscripts, and may be dogmatic where
the open training may be carried on by debate or
argument or experiment. It may be carried on by
myths and allegories and symbols. Men of every
walk of life, meeting on an equality and
associating in a common course of instruction can,
by hearing the oral lectures over and over, by
listening to and enacting the myths and symbols,
divest themselves of the one-sidedness they have
received in the training for their special calling
and become the all-round men demanded for
civilized society. As the purpose is to rid us of
the incidental and one-sided in their training, this
instruction, while keeping to the old landmarks,
may admit of much variation from age to age in
order to meet the exigencies of the incidental
which has accumulated in the time and place and
calls for laying aside.
But now let Fichte speak for himself.

The First Letter
You cannot reasonably ask that I concede to you
any other acquaintance with the order than that it
exists. What you would know from your books as
to the nature of its existence I cannot recognize
since all this literary trash has begotten no
knowledge in you and has only entangled you in
contradiction and doubt. What writers are you to
trust if you have no measure by which to test them
and no means whereby to reconcile them? And as
to what you believe or, as you say, you may find
more or less likely by a historical critique, I appeal
to your own feeling as I assert that your actual
knowledge of the matter, taken strictly, extends to
no more than the existence of the order.

quite as sure. Then shall we find what the order
of Free Masons is in and of itself? No, not that.
But what it can be in and of itself, or, if you like,
what it ought to be.
This question will surprise you since you have
never put it. But it is the one question that you can
put. What the order is, so far as I am concerned,
you can, if it satisfies you, learn from The Smashed
Freemasons.1 What it can be you can create from
a better source, namely, your reason. But if you
know it, you will not believe, as something
consistent therewith, that it is actually in and of
itself what it can be according to your logical
conviction. You will at least not be able to assert it
(but also not be able to deny it) since for that you
would have to be an adept. You would first be in
full right a Masonic lawgiver before you could
make this assertion with some justification.

acknowledge that none of them, none of those
who have assembled, knows. What do they now?
Do they go home, declare the general ignorance
of their brothers, release themselves reciprocally
from their vows, and part ashamed? Not at all.
The order endures and spreads itself as before.

The society has undergone even harder things.
The question as to its secrecy was more pressing.
It was brought to general knowledge in published
writings, e.g. exposes of the uncovered secrecy of
the Freemasons, of the overthrown, of the betrayed,
Freemasonry.3 Someone extols the purpose of
certain Masonic sects directed to perfect certainty.
He then finds that here and there Masonry has
only served for a wrapping of objectionable
purposes and brings these purposes to a light fatal
to it.4 What happens then? Do the Freemasons give
up the betrayed secrets and, in order to free
themselves from all suspicion of dishonest
In this field, where everything is shaking, let us purposes, at once put the expose in the lodge
seek a fixed point on which we can put our foot library? No. The society endures as if no slander
securely, and from which we can go on from had been spoken of it, nothing had been printed
uncontroverted facts.
about it, and it had preserved inviolable silence.
You know that in the first decades of the eighteenth
century, and, indeed, in London, a society came
into public notice, which apparently had arisen
earlier, but about which no one knew how to say
whence it came, what it was, and what it sought.
It spread, notwithstanding, with inconceivable
rapidity and traveled over France and Germany,
into all states of Christian Europe,2 and even to
America. Men of all ranks, regents, princes, nobles,
the learned, artists, men of business, entered it;
Catholics, Lutherans, and Calvinists were initiated
and called one another “Brother.”
The society, which one knows not why, at least,
as I bid you believe, quite accidentally, called
itself the Society of Free Masons, drew upon itself
the attention of governments. It was persecuted
in most kingdoms, e.g. in France, in The
Netherlands, in Poland, Spain, Portugal, Austria,
Bavaria, Naples, was visited with the ban of two
Popes, was loaded with the most contradictory
accusations, and every suspicion which is hateful
to the great mass of the people and would make
it hateful to them was thrown at it. But it
maintained itself under all these storms. It spread
into new kingdoms and from capitals was
transplanted into provincial cities where formerly
one had scarcely heard the name. Unexpectedly,
it found in one place protection and support, while
in another it was in peril of extinction. In one
place it was decried as the enemy of the throne
and fomenter of revolutions, and in another won
the trust of the best rulers.

Thus it has continued to our days. You see how
today the members of this society ask themselves
earnestly and continually, whence do we come?
What are we and what do we seek? You see how
they gather from all places in order to answer
these questions, how they look earnestly at each
But this is complete enough for me and I invite other, each awaits the answer from his neighbor,
you to add to this sure knowledge conclusions and finally all either aloud or in silence

Finally, the society is torn apart internally. All
unity ceases. It splits into sects which are called
systems. They brand each other as heretical,
excommunicate one another, and repeat the plan
of a church with an exclusive plan of salvation.
Servati5 asks, If I wish to become a Freemason,
where dwell the genuine masters? In his thick
volumes he does not know what to answer, since
the Masons of shade and sign answer with one
accord, “Nowhere, nowhere than with us.”
What follows? The uninitiate, who formerly had
at least respect for the name of Brother, now finds
the Masons persecuting each other and branding
each other as heretics, ridiculous, and what for
Masonry is Worse than all persecution, the scoff
and mockery of the elegant world. Now, without
doubt the dissolution of the wonderful society will
follow? Again, no. It maintains itself and spreads
as ever, and many a cowardly brother, who again
and again blushed if some one in his elegant circle
said he was a Freemason, goes scrupulously to
the lodge as before.
So, as it was said sometimes in jest that the
greatest secret of the Freemasons was that they
had none, the most open and yet secret of the
Freemason is that they exist and endure. What is
it then, what can it be, that binds together all
these men of the most diverse modes of thought,
modes of life, and education, and has held them
to one another under a thousand difficulties in
this time of enlightenment and criticism?
Let us go further and more closely consider these
men themselves who adhere to Masonry. Perhaps
they are weak-hearted, enthusiasts, hypocrites,
intriguers, or ambitious, who have bound
themselves together? It is conceivable how the
dishonest and crafty can unite with fools in order
Continued on Next Page - Letters
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virtuous do not play but yet win nothing for
Freemasonry.”All, Constant, that I along with
Continued from Previous Page
you can win for it! And, since I cannot otherwise
to manage them for his purposes or at least to answer you whether it is likewise entirely
make fun of their foolishness. It is conceivable sufficient for my final purpose, I conceive my
how the ambitious capture the enthusiasts in their thesis thus:
quest of secrets, in order to humble their pride
and are able to take under their command men As certainly as wise and virtuous men at any time
who in other respects stand above them in rank busy themselves earnestly with the order of
and dignity. It is conceivable how the intriguing Freemasons, so certainly it can have a reasonable,
can unite with the weak-headed in order to tell good, and lofty purpose.
them, and allow them to pay for, what shall fall
to their lot. But no. In all ages we find the wisest, This purpose, possible or actual, we shall now
most honest, most honorable men in talent, find as we go forward upon this path.-That is, we
learning and character, in the order. Above all can know what the wise and virtuous man can
these are many —there is certainly one—into will, what he necessarily must will, so certainly
whose arms you would throw yourself with full wisdom and virtue are but one and are determined
trust as the leader and guide of your life.
by eternal laws of reason. Therefore we must now

allotted to each station in life its special field of
cooperation. Just as in a factory time and cost are
saved in this that one workman during his whole
life only makes one kind of pen or pencil or wheel
or vessel, only lays on these colors, only drives
or steers this one machine, and another likewise
during his whole life does some other sort of work,
and at length an over-foreman unknown to them
unites what they have done in a whole, even so it
is in the great workshop of human development.
Every station in life works and makes something
for all the others beyond what each must do for
his share and for his own person; and they make
also for him for what he, otherwise engaged in
his own welfare, has neither time nor skill.

The unseen hand of Providence leads all the work
of the individuals to the welfare and development
investigate what the wise and good man may aim of the whole. Thus the learned man proceeds to
at in such a society. Then we have found with the depths of mind and knowledge in order to
demonstrated certainty the one possible purpose further today what in some age may be generally
useful, and in the meantime the farmer and the
of the order of Freemasons.
laborer feed him and clothe him; the public
official administers justice, which without him
the community itself would have to administer;
and the soldier protects against foreign power the
defenseless who maintain him.

Yet, for I leave no possible objection behind me,
this wise and honest man may through some
accident or whim of youth have been enticed into
an order the inner nature of which was unknown
to him. He becomes acquainted with it, finds it
nothing, and running off to childish play. But he
cannot go back. A certain pride hinders him from
showing himself a victim of deceit. His inner shame
leads him to give himself to the empty thing and
he goes back to it quietly, without looking up.
That which the wise and virtuous wills, that which
is his end, is the end-purpose of mankind. The
Is this the true history of all honorable and wise one end of human existence upon the earth is
men in the order? If so, we are at the end of our neither heaven nor hell, but solely the quality of
investigation. We are ashamed that we have being men, which we have here in ourselves, and
bestowed so much attention upon the order and its highest possible development. We know
give it up with smiles to the well-meaning nothing else, and what we call godlike or devilish
enthusiasts and self-seeking intriguers.
or animal is nothing other than human. What is
not included in the highest possible development,
But that this is not so, your experience and mine what does not relate to this or bear upon it, either
testify. The true, wise and honorable men, whom as part or as means, cannot be the purpose of
or below being a man, lies outside of the circle of man nor be set to the wise and virtuous as an end
his thinking, striving, and acting. We know, have either in the most general or in the most special
gone forward in the order, have busied themselves case. What lies above
with it earnestly, have worked for it for its own
sake, and even have sacrificed for it other In some measure that purpose is obtained by all
important ends. And now I am at the point which men, without their thinking it clearly or
I hold fixed and sure for you, for the non-Mason, intentionally promoting it, simply through their
and for every consistent reason:
birth to the light of day and through their life in
society. It seems as if it were not their purpose
As truly as only an indisputably wise and virtuous but a purpose with them. But the enlightened
man busies himself earnestly with the order of thinks of it clearly. It is his purpose. He makes it
Freemasons, so truly it is no play, so certainly it an intended aim of all that he does.
has an earnest and lofty purpose.
How is it furthered in the great human society?
Thus we have found the standpoint from which Does everything work toward it with united
we may survey all that remains and set foot further powers directly and without shift? It seems not.
with deliberation.
Society does not think and work with clarity and
enlightenment as does the wise individual man.
But before we do this, I hear you speak thus: “It The faults of the world before are a burden upon
is true, wise and virtuous men busy themselves it, and, busied with expatiating these, it has hardly
earnestly with the order. It is a fact. But with what time to work for a posterity which again will have
do they busy themselves? With the order as it is, to work for another. It must stand up to the great
or how and what it, and indeed through it, may battle with refractory nature and slothful time. It
come to be? Perhaps they only work so far as to seeks to win the judgment over both and has
make something of it and write something worthy underlying its task a disadvantageous but
of them upon the tabula rasa of Freemasonry? If inevitable condition. It has divided the whole of
this is so, then you by your deduction have only human development into parts, has distributed
proved what is known, namely, that the wise and the branches and special tasks of these and has

The Third
Letter

Now every individual develops himself specially
for the station in life which he has chosen. From
youth on, either thorough choice or chance he has
been destined exclusively for one vocation. That
education is held best which prepares the boy
most suitably for his future calling. Everything is
left on one side which does not stand in the nearest
relation to this calling or, as we say, cannot be
used. The young man destined to be a scholar
spends his whole time learning languages and
sciences, indeed with choice of those which
further his future breadwinning and with careful
putting aside of those which promote the general
development of scholarship. All other stations in
life and activities are foreign to him, as they are
foreign to each other. The physician directs his
whole attention only to medicine, the jurist to
the law of his country, the merchant to the
particular branch of trade in which he is engaged,
the manufacturer only to the making of his
product. In his specialty he knows with much
clearness and thoroughness what he needs to
know. It is specially clear to him. He looks on it
as his acquired property. He lives in it as in a
home. And all this is good. In this way every one
does his duty: The reverse would not promote all
the advantages of society but would be ruinous
to the individual as well as to the whole.
But out of this there arises necessarily with all a
certain incompleteness and one-sidedness which
commonly, though not necessarily, passes into
pedantry. Pedantry, which we commonly attribute
only to the learned walk of life (perhaps because
it is most noticeable here, perhaps because here
men are more intolerant) prevails in all stations
of life and its fundamental principle is everywhere
Continued on Next Page - Letters
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be whether an institution for a certain purpose is (pure and considered as a special society) will be
there, not whether it is good. Others must care found.
for that. If Masonry were to take hold actively of
the plan of another institution, it would only
spread the disorder more widely since it would
only disturb and confuse the carrying out of the
plan. It would be highly injurious in that it must
add this activity secretly since, indeed, it is not
known to have taken over any single branch of
human development.
I shall at once further clear up your suspicion
whether I, perhaps, intend to set forth
If such a society might busy itself with Freemasonry as an end in itself, if I put before
ecclesiastical or political, philosophical, learned, you the second conclusion from what we have
or mercantile subjects, if the wise and virtuous considered above with respect to the greater
man could not support it, much more, when its human society as the keystone of this arch of
confused existence became known to him must thought.
he destroy it. And to that end it would require no
further trouble than to advertise it, since it is the We have recognized it as an evil that education
highest interest of the whole human society and in the greater society is always bound up with a
of each of its branches, of the state, of the church, certain one-sidedness and superficiality which
of the learned and of the trading public to blot stands in the way of the highest possible, i.e.
out such a miseducation so soon as he became purely human, development and hinders the
acquainted with it.
individual man as well as mankind as a whole

the same, namely, to take the particular training
for its special walk of life for the common training
of mankind and thence to strive to make it such
in practice. Thus the pedantic man of learning
has regard only for science and rejects all other
values; his lectures and speeches in mixed
societies seek to bring to his hearers some particle
of his learning and to make them long for his
precision in thought. The pedantic merchant, on
the other hand, despises the scholar and cries out:
“Only reckoning and money, money is the
watchword of the sensible and happy life.”The
soldier despises both, prizes only bodily strength
and dexterity, warlike spirit and assertion of
honor, according to his conception of it, and would
draft any one who is moderate. The theologian
especially (since his profession has of all the most
influence because of love of Heaven or fear of
hell) seeks to bring up all men, even the village
children, as thorough theologians and steadfast
dogmatists. “Strive above all for the kingdom of
God, the rest is a trifle.” So say the theologians Thus every purpose with which any calling in
and with them all other vocations— and we know society is already busied would be wholly and
what they understand by the kingdom of God.
unqualifiedly excluded from Masonry; and it would
be just as foolish and ridiculous if its members
Thus one-sidedness prevails everywhere, useful sought secretly to make good shoes with it as to
here and injurious there. Thus each individual is seek to reform the state as a whole or in particular.
not simply a learned man; he is a theologian or a Every Mason who would gainsay this would put
jurist or a physician. He is not simply religious; not only his good will and Masonic insight but
he is a Catholic or a Lutheran or a Jew or a also his sound judgment under suspicion.
Mohammedan. He is not simply a man; he is a
politician or a merchant or a soldier. And so But it must have some purpose, since otherwise it
everywhere the highest possible development of would be an idle, empty sport, and the wise and
vocations hinders the highest possible virtuous could have no more to do with it than if it
development of humanity, which is the highest had set itself the harmful purpose above described.
purpose of human existence. Indeed, it must be
hindered since everyone has the indispensable But this could only be such a purpose: A purpose
duty to make himself as perfect as possible for for which the greater human society has no special
his own special calling, and this is almost institution, a purpose for which according to the
impossible without one-sidedness.
nature of the purpose and of the society it can
have no special institution.
With these presuppositions, we must now turn
back to Freemasonry, not to depart from it again, If it could have such an institution, then it would
and build upon them certain significant the more be the duty of the wise and virtuous to
conclusions. Masonry cannot aim at any of the put this institution in the bosom of the great
ends with which any of the vocations, regulating society and allow it to proceed therefrom than to
agencies or orderings in human society are already seek to further its aim through separation from
openly and notoriously busied. It can tread in the this society. The nature of the great society and
path of no other organization or go on beside it. If the nature of the purpose inhering in it would
it did, it would be superfluous since it would seek demand absolutely that he make the state mindful
to do what would be done without it. It could not in this almost incomprehensible way of this until
excuse itself on the ground that a public institution now forgotten branch of the order’
s activity. He
beside which it would go on and whose aim it must then leave it to the great society
would adopt was defective and faulty. It is mere unconditioned, whether he wishes to find
presumption to seek to make better as a secondary institutions for it or not. In no case may he, in
concern what another cannot make better as its order to be efficient for this purpose, set himself
chief concern. It is foolishness to pronounce a apart along with a special society since he in no
judgment of condemnation against institutions case belongs to it for this sort of activity.
which perhaps we know only as to their external
difficulties and not as to the unsociable difficulties Now comes the question whether there can be
which they find in the object of their activity. Each such a reasonable and good purpose for which
of these institutions in the state carries the germ the greater society, according to its nature, can
of what is better in itself and strives toward have no special institutions, and what this purpose
perfection, and the question for Masonry can only may be. If so, the one possible purpose of Masonry

The Fourth
Letter

from a happy progress to the goal.
We now have a purpose given us which the greater
human society cannot aim at, since it lies outside
of that society and is first manifest through the
existence of society, a purpose which can only be
reached by going out from society and setting
apart from it. The purpose is: To do away with
the disadvantages in the mode of education in
the greater society and to merge the one-sided
education for the special vocation in the all-sided
training of men as men.
This is a great purpose since it has for its object
what is of most interest to man. It is reasonable
in that it expresses one of our highest duties. It is
possible since everything is possible that we ought
to do. It is almost impossible to attain in the great
society, at least exceedingly hard, since walk of
life, mode of living, and relations entangle man
with fine but fast ties and pull him around in a
circle, often without his being aware of it, where
he should go forward. Hence the purpose is only
to be attained by getting apart. But not by an
everduring departure, since a new one-sidedness
would arise from that; since thereby the
advantages for society of what has been won for
pure human development would be lost; and since
thereby we disregard that we are to merge both
forms of training and thereby to elevate the
needful training for vocations. Nor are we to attain
the purpose by turning back to isolation, since
this would strengthen our one-sidedness more
than it would remove it and overlay our heart with
an egoistic crust. Therefore we shall attain the
purpose only through a society distinct from the
greater society which does no injury to any of our
relations in that greater society, which has
prepared us to see and take to heart in time the
purpose of humanity, to make it intentionally ours,
and which works through a thousand means to
wean us from our vocational and social crudities
Continued on Page 19 - Letters
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and raise our development to a purely human one.
This or none is the purpose of the society of
Freemasons; so certainly the wise and virtuous
man may occupy himself with it. The Mason who
was born a man, and has been shaped through
the training for his vocation, through the state,
and through his other social relations, may be
developed again on this platform wholly and
thoroughly to a man. This only can be the purpose
of a separate society, and it answers the question
put to us: What is the order of Freemasons in and
of itself, or, if you prefer, what can it be?
But, you say, this purpose is in part too wide, in
part too narrow: the latter because the end can be
reached in other ways, by meditation, by travel,
by going about among men, and in sociable life;
the former because no society of any sort, from its
very nature, can realize the full attainment of that
purpose. As to the former, about which the
necessary light will come in what is to follow, for
the moment I make only this short answer: A man
can drag himself out in the ways you have described
and maintain a course which goes out beyond his
walk of life. He can learn to efface the pedantry
from his outside appearance and to raise his thought
to a greater generality. But his inner self remains
untouched by all this. He goes on in his old way:
only he does so behind hedges and elegant walls.
Perhaps by meditation he can efface the
professional spirit in himself; but may give the
more stiffneckedness to his individual character,
which is still very different from the character of
pure humanity. That which in this connection ought
to be brought about in all seriousness can only
happen in a separate society, as we have deduced
it, and, as you will soon come to think with me, in
accord with its whole activity.
The second proposition which you have pointed
out is more important, and I add to my statement
of the purpose the following important limitation:
In so far as such development is possible through
a society expressly set up for this purpose.
There is a general human kind of development
for which every one takes himself, his conscience
and God for witness and judge, namely, moral
freedom. You know my conviction on this point:
“Everyone who is honest with himself,”so I wrote
some years ago, “must watch himself
unremittingly and work toward his perfection.
This must through practice become, as it were,
natural to him. But this is something which from
its very nature cannot be communicated. I come
to a painter whom I wish to see work. He shows
me all his paintings, even those not yet finished.
But, as much as I have begged him to, he is
unwilling to work upon them before my eyes. He
assures me that works of genius are arrived at
only in solitude. This led me to the work of the
moral genius in us, and I suspected the truth that
in this matter, too, one must be alone. I found it

always more confirmed that true striving to
perfect oneself was very delicate and bashful so
that it drew within itself and could not be
communicated. I had never brought my betterings
of myself before myself in words. How could I
clothe it in words before others? Enough. I took
another course and my friends, as I myself, knew
the growth of the plant only by the fruits.
Accordingly, one should never make his selfbettering a show; he should never abase himself
to a mere confession of his faults but should leave
them off. We should be disgusted with them; then
we shall not, as it were, turn them about this way
and that in order to express them precisely and
elegantly. If one wished, out of a mistaken feeling
of duty, out of a certain heroic spirit, in friendship
or for the sake of the purpose of some society, to
compel himself thereto, he would not make
himself trusted, win love for himself; at any rate,
no more fear the existence of faults which one
has so roundly condemned; at any rate, corrupt
himself with the confession in that he would
reckon it to himself as a bettering.”And so it is.
His development for moral freedom in order to
make it a social affair, to speak about it with
others, to let himself be drawn into a reckoning
about it, and to confess it or let himself confess,
destroys the spirit from the ground up, since it
violates holy modesty; it makes one a slanderous
hypocrite before himself, and a society which has
to do with this leads in effect to the darkest
monkish asceticism. Thus Masonry has nothing
to do with this sort of training for pure humanity,
nor has any society which is not made up of
fanatics and has understood Horace’
s saying:

of living, the religious man his religious sense,
the artist his religious enthusiasm. But none
imparts it in the same way in which he received
it in his calling and would propagate it in his
calling. Each one, as it were, leaves behind the
individual and special and shows what it has
worked out within him as a result. He strives so
to give his contribution that he can reach every
member of society, and the whole society exerts
itself to assist this endeavor and in this way to
give his former one-sided training a general
usefulness and all-sidedness. In this union each
receives in the same measure as he gives. Just
through this that he gives it is given him, this is
to say, the skill to give.

The Fifth Letter
Now, first, I answer your question: Can we not
put Freemasonry as an end in itself? This will
give me occasion for some further definitions.

As you admit, you have come upon this idea
through comparisons of Freemasonry with
religion. One may ask, what is the purpose of the
church? It is the furthering of religion. What is
the purpose of religion? Without doubt its purpose
is itself, since it is purely the result, the
requirement of the harmonious spirit and heart,
the product of our enlightenment, the highest
blooming of our reason, the dignity of our nature.
For what, then, shall it further be good or serve
as a means? What can it be a purpose toward?
Thus the order of Freemasons is to be upheld and
Insani sapiens nomen feret, aequus iniqui Ultra, cultivated for the sake of Freemasonry. It is not
good toward something, it is good toward and for
quam satis est, virtutem si petat ipsam.6
itself; not a means toward any other purpose.
All that looks to differences among men, whether What still beyond this shall it have in view? The
to skill in art or learning or virtue, is before true Mason must know what it does and can do,
Masonry profane. But Masonry itself is profane what it has brought forth in him and will bring
in comparison with moral freedom since that is forth in others—and that is Freemasonry.
the all-holiest compared to which even the holy
is common. This conception, firm and thoroughly Directly, on the whole, it would be idle to inquire
defined and clear in itself, we must undoubtedly about a purpose of Freemasonry, to answer this
make a canon of Masonry and a principle of question, and (as we have done) to propose such
critique of everything Masonic if we have to set a purpose. It would be for the sake of oneself,
whereas it ought to exist immediately and would
up such a critique.
be a constituent part of the absolute.
Another is, to be sure, to put it shortly, the training
of the spirit and the impetus to receptivity for
morality, the training of external morals and of
external uniformity to law. This of course belongs
to Masonry.

There is certain sense in which this proposition
can well be conceived in which it is true and
important. But it seems not definitely enough
expressed. One often speaks (whether with
philosophical precision I will not say at this time)
Now the picture of Masonry, as it is in and of of a widest and wide, of a narrow and narrowest
itself, or uniquely can and should be, will govern sense of words and propositions in philosophy.
So one may say, if I call Masonry an end in itself,
your soul.
I mean Masonry in the narrowest meaning. But
I draw this picture as yet with few strokes. Here this is to me precisely that general, pure human
men of all walks of life come freely together and training which has been set forth as the end of
bring into a hoard what each, according to his Masonry. According to this, the purpose is—itself.
individual character, has been able to acquire in
his calling. Each brings and gives what he has: The thing is right. But the words are somewhat
the thinking man definite and clear conceptions, unintelligible. Man is an end in himself and the
the man of business readiness and ease in the art
Continued on Next Page - Letters
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be and in fact ought not to be. Masonry is not
directly an end in itself—as little such as is the
Continued from Previous Page
church in the proper sense before mentioned, and
purely human training is an immediately required as to both one may inquire, with all philosophical
method whereby men are directly a constituent justification as to their purpose and may propose
part of what is an end in itself or of the absolute. it clearly and definitely.
But should one acknowledge Masonry and a
general human training for equivalent I hope to have done this as to Masonry. But we
expressions? The Masonic frame of mind have not yet come to the end. We have not only
(according as the term was at the beginning still to investigate what and how Masonry works
precisely explained) might be called an end in both upon its members and upon the world, but
itself. But does Masonry or the order of also to explain in detail the fundamental
Freemasons mean as much as the Masonic frame principles above set forth and apply them further
of mind? Masonry is not a training or a frame of in order that they may become more apt and
mind but a society or union. I cannot say: Brother adequate to judgment of the present condition of
NN has done this laudable act according to his Masonry and of the Masonic achievement.
Freemasonry —it is rather a proof of his good
Masonic frame of mind. Or: Mr. NN has
Freemasonry in himself, without having been
taken into the order, although he can have the
true Masonic frame of mind—the frame of mind
of a general human training. But when the word Our first question will be this: What does the
Masonry denotes an organization, it cannot be an order bring about in the Mason? The second: What
end in itself but only a means, since an does it bring about in the world? I will express
organization for a given purpose is only a means myself briefly and be content with fruitful hints.
and cannot exist directly but only under the If the organization is not wholly fruitless, without
condition of a certain state of the world as it is at doubt one who belongs to it, let him be in any
degree of culture that he will, must come nearer
the moment.
to ripeness than the same individual outside of
For the special society is founded only because the it. This is true of the alert man with respect to
purpose which it sets before itself cannot be attained every new relation into which he enters.

Letters

The Sixth Letter

in the greater society as it is at the time. It can be
thought of in the sphere of reason very differently;
at least without the qualification pointed out above
in the training of the individual. Much more it should
always go forward to the better, and this better
consists particularly in the equality and harmony of
the development of all individuals. If it does this, in
the measure in which it goes forward in doing it,
the special society is less necessary; and as it has
reached its goal is superfluous and out of place. Can
we say of a thing so relative that it is a constituent
part of the absolute?

In this connection I take ripeness and general
human development to be synonymous; and
rightly so. One-sided development is always
unripe. Also if on one side there is over-ripeness,
because of this there is sure to be on other sides
bitter, sour unripeness.

The principal sign of ripeness is strength softened
by graciousness. Violent anger and extended
attacks and assaults are the first and indeed
necessary wrenchings and stirrings of developing
strength. But they are no longer when
One could say that it is a purpose of mankind as development is complete and the beautiful
a whole to form a single great organization such spiritual form is in itself rounded off. Or, if I may
as today the Masonic organization should be.7 say it in the words of art of the school: As ripeness
But of itself the very existence of Masonry shows ensues, gracious poetry is joined to clearness of
that what we have called an end in itself has not head and righteousness of the heart and beauty
comes into union with wisdom and strength.
yet been attained.
The example which is made use of for that
proposition will put the contrary in clearer light.
It is said: One cannot inquire about a purpose of
religion (or, more precisely, of devoutness, of the
religious frame of mind) but rather about a
purpose of the church. Quite right. But the
conception of Masonry does not correspond to the
conception of devoutness; much more instead to
the conception of pure human development. To
that of the church there corresponds directly the
conception of Masonry or (what is the same thing)
of the order of Freemasons. Masonry means,
therefore (to put the matter in short) not the frame
of mind but the organization; but this, in order to
bring about the frame of mind, is conditioned by
something incidental which just as well could not

shine of his light, upon no one, while yet he is
ever ready to give to anyone who asks it so much
as he can carry, and to give it to him in such dress
as is most agreeable to him, and does not mind if
no one asks enlightenment of him. He is righteous
throughout, scrupulous, strict against himself
within him self, without externally making the least
fuss about his virtue and obtruding it upon others
through assertion of his integrity through great
conspicuous sacrifices, or affectation of high
seriousness. His virtue is as natural and I might
say modest as his wisdom; the ruling feeling as to
the weaknesses of his fellow men is good-hearted
pity; in no wise angry indignation. He lives in faith
in a better world already here below, and this faith
in his eyes gives value, meaning and beauty to his
life in this world; but he does not press this faith
upon others. Instead, he carries it within himself
as a private treasure.
This is the picture of the perfected man; this is
the ideal of the Mason. He will not ask nor boast
a higher perfection than mankind everywhere can
attain. His perfection can be no other than a
human and the human perfection. Each man must
be busied continually in approximation to this
goal. If the order has any efficacy, every member
must visibly and consciously occupy himself with
this approximation. He must keep this picture
before his mind as an ideal set up and laid next
to his heart. It must be, as it were, the nature in
which he lives and breathes.
It is very likely that not all, yes perhaps no one, of
those who call themselves Masons will reach this
perfection. But who has ever measured the
goodness of an ideal or only an institution by what
individuals actually attain? It depends on what they
can attain under the given circumstances; on what
the institution through all given means wills and
points out that its members should attain.

Moreover, I do not say that Masons are necessarily
better than other men, nor that one cannot reach
the same perfection outside of the order. It is quite
possible that a man who had never been taken
into the society of Freemasons could resemble
the picture set forth above, and there actually
comes to mind at this moment the picture of a
man in whom I find it eminently realized; and he
at most knows the order only by name. But the
This, as I think, is the picture of the ripe, same man, if he had become in the order and
developed man: His mind is free from prejudices through it what he has become by himself in the
of every sort. He is master in the realm of ideas greater human society, would be more capable of
and looks out over the region of human truth as making others the same as he is, and his whole
widely as possible. But truth is for him only one— culture would be more social, more
a single indivisible whole, and he puts no side of communicable, and directly, also, essentially
it before another. To him, development of the modified in its inner self. What comes into being
spirit is only a part of the whole development, in society has in practice more life and strength
and it does not come into his mind to have entirely than what is produced in retirement.
completed it, even so little as it comes into his
mind to wish to be deprived of it. He sees very These are the hints that I wished to give you as to
well and does not hesitate to acknowledge how the working of the Society of Freemasons upon
much others in this respect behind him are its members. Either it must effect a happy
backward, but he is not overzealous about this approximation to the ideal set forth above, or
since he knows also how much here depends upon
luck. He obtrudes his light, and much less the full
Continued on Next Page - Letters
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upon it.

Moreover, human society must be in a process
of continual progress. All its relations must
continually become purer and perfect
themselves. In particular, a well ruled state
progresses in legislation, in administration, in
educational institutions, and has even an ear
open for proposals and improvements. Such a
state, occupied with progress toward perfection,
can undertake nothing with agents who have
And now the next question will be whether this never looked out beyond the narrow sphere of
organization has effect upon the world.
their special calling and can only go on in the
old rut. They are useless when an improvement
goes forward. They have no desire to be useful,
and so resist improvement, and either turn all
their influence to hinder them or prepare for
them a bad result, even with good intentions of
furthering them. Where the majority of the
Can, indeed, this question be put forth seriously agents of a state is so constituted, it will ever
as a doubtful one? Can one still ask whether the remain out of date. Indeed, already a well
order has effect upon the world, upon the great grounded study of the sciences rises above this
human society? Does not the man so trained in narrow circle of routine and tradition.
the sanctuary of the order remain as before in
the world and keep his place therein? Does he Science shows the interdependence of all human
not remain, as before, husband, father of a relations and indicates the point from which
family, companion, member of the profession to further progress must be made. But does science
which he belongs in the world? Can his training actually have this influence upon the world? If
acquired in the order, which has now become the majority of men were wont to study
thoroughly his own, which constitutes an fundamentally when they study, if they were not
essential part of his personality, which he cannot in the habit of thoroughly forgetting a few years
take off at will when he leaves the lodge, fail to later what perchance they bring away from the
be visible in all these relationships? And so does university, if it were not for all this, what help
not the order through its members work most is mere knowledge without practice? Here,
where nothing further can help, Masonry comes
beneficially upon the world?
in as an institution of practice for manyI remind you of one matter which you in your sidedness, and fills a gap which the great civil
own thinking will support: No one occupies his society must needs leave.
place in the greater society more suitably than
he who can look out beyond his place; who looks I remind you here in passing of the state in which
through and over not only his place but the fine we both live and to which one would not without
boundary lines which it transcends or trenches the highest injustice deny the fame of striving
upon in the greater society, so that he is the for perfection. I will not decide whether this
greater and clearer scholar who looks out over tendency also goes along with the Masonry
not only his own branch of learning but also which has flourished in that state for a long time
those adjoining it and even the whole field of or whether and how it has been supported by
knowledge. Only one who stands in his place in Masonry; but I can definitely pronounce that for
this way conducts himself for the world the future this tendency must find a good support
intelligently and consciously. The other is a blind in the order.
machine which, perhaps, works rightly in its
place, but the operation of which is first directed Consider also the following observation. In a
s callings are
to its true aim through the whole. The former remarkable writing in which men’
knows how at the right time now to relax the divided into two classes, and those are put in
requirements and rules of his vocation, now to the first class which concern themselves with
hold strictly to them, now to sharpen them. The training of the minds and hearts of others as well
latter does not understand this, but he goes like as with governing them, and in the second, those
a machine today and tomorrow his fixed which care for the needs of living on earth—in
accustomed way. But it is Masonry which raises this writing it is pointed out that the chief ground
all men above their vocation. In that it trains of the imperfection of many human relations lies
men, it directly trains the most serviceable in the difficulty of exchange of effect and of
members of the greater society—the amiable and reciprocal influence of these two classes upon
popular, the learned and wise, not only the each other, and that it cannot become
skilful but also the men of affairs possessed of fundamentally better until this reciprocal
judgment, humane warriors, good heads of influence is thoroughly restored. Now if with
households, good bringers-up of children. me you hold that want of cohesion and influence
Whatever human relation one may think of, to be an evil, you will hold the order of
Masonry has the most advantageous influence Freemasons to be the best antidote and take it
nothing at all. More than that cannot be achieved.
What is less can be achieved everywhere. It is a
matter of course that the members must be
susceptible to their salutary influence, also that
the institutions must be of such a nature that the
most and the least susceptible nevertheless in his
just relation profits in it and goes forward.

The Seventh
Letter

to be the most suitable instrument of thoroughgoing improvement. It unites in itself at least
both ends of these two classes and brings both
nearer to each other without regard to the
business of their professions and callings. On
this account it is urgently necessary that in a
lodge (as indeed usually happens) there be not
only the learned but also the unlearned and that
the learned sit side by side with them, and not
of the others be jealous because he is this and
another that. A member of the second class of
callings who learns here to lay aside his mistrust
or reserve or fear or hate or contempt, at least
with respect to the members of the first class
who are his brothers in the order; a member of
the first class who learns to put away his disdain
at least as to the members of the second class
who are his brothers, will indeed take this frame
of mind with him out of the lodge into the world,
extend his better opinion of these classes also
to other members of them who are not members
of the order, and impart this better opinion to
other uninitiated members of his class.
An upright citizen who had perchance learned
that a scholar is not necessarily a pedant, will
no longer so unqualifiedly take this for granted
outside of the order and will impart this to other
upright citizens who are not brothers. A scholar
who perhaps has learned in the order that an
untaught official or citizen is not at the same
time an ignorant and unintelligent man, with
whom one cannot talk reason and from whom
he can learn nothing, will also outside of the
order treat such men with esteem and spread
about his discovery in speaking and writing. And
so the Masonic order may be one of the most
important institutions for the world, which
without it is essentially defective.
Finally, although I can only point this out in a
swift sketch, the order can work for the state,
for the church, and for the learned public, and
can be useful to all societies in order gradually
to prepare and lead up to improvements whereby
it is possible to foresee resistance to onesidedness.
You now have data enough as to the adaptability
to its purpose, the utility, yes and the
indispensableness of the order of Freemasons
in the great human and civil society. What it
can achieve is clear to you from natural and just
deductions from the statement of its purpose.
Its effectiveness must follow if it has the purpose
that its members seek in this organization to
acquire a general purely human training in
contrast to a special vocational training. But it
must so surely have this reasonable and
irreproachable purpose that earnest, wise, and
virtuous men will enduringly occupy themselves
with it.
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The Eighth
Letter
We will now develop our discussion to the end
that the fundamental principles hereinbefore set
forth may in their application be sufficient for
forming a judgment on Masonic subjects, and
hence for judging of the present condition of
Masonry in general, for judging of Masonic ritual,
laws, and regulations, especially of the Masonic
contributions of individual lodges and brothers,
and finally even, in case a reformation should be
found needful, where and how it should be
properly reformed. But in order that those
fundamental principles appear actually sufficient
thereto, they must now be formulated separately
in detail and more broadly applied. For this
purpose we must turn back once more to the first
fundamental principles and agree upon them.
First Fundamental Principle. The end-purpose of
human existence is not at all in this present world.
This first life is only preparation and germ of a
higher existence, the certainty of which we feel
within, notwithstanding we can think nothing as
to its condition or kind or manner.
Second Fundamental Principle. The purposes
which are laid down for the present life, as well as
this present life itself, obtain for us only through
worth and meaning, in that the former are
commended us and only in the latter can these
purposes be carried out. All our possible behavior
only presents itself and can only present itself to
us as a furthering of that highest purpose of the
present life. There is no direct work and preparation
for eternity, but one prepares himself for it and
apprehends it here below only through this, that
one with the most honest will has furthered the
commanded purposes of the present life.
We have to do, therefore, above all and
immediately with the present life. The proposed
purpose of that life is the only apprehensible one.
It must be furthered by the good and wise man
with clear consciousness. We will lead it back to
three principal points, and thus more definitely
describe it and set it off.
First: The whole of humanity ought to make a
single purely moral and devout community. This
is the purpose of the church; of course, the church
in the idea which as visible church is still ever in
existence. Toward this purpose all development
of the spirit is related as means.
Second: All humanity ought to constitute a single
thoroughly just state. The relation of individual
men to one another in states, the relation of these
states to one another on earth, ought to be
thoroughly ordered by the eternal rules of right

prescribed by reason. This is the purpose of all
lawmaking in the individual states and of all
covenants and treaties of peoples with each other.
A good part of the sciences is related to this if
one does not look only at the training of the spirit
to be maintained thereby (as this happened above
in another connection) instead of at its actual
content as the means to ends.
Third, finally: The rational existence should
thoroughly prevail over irrational nature and the
dead mechanism be subjected to the command of a
will. Any purpose which any rational being, led
through its nature, can propose to itself, ought to be
capable of being carried out outside of it in lifeless
nature, and nature should be fitted to the rational
will. Mechanical art and a good part of the sciences,
according to their content, are means thereto.
Let us now apply these principal ideas more
closely to our purpose.
The furthering of these ends, or better of this one
common end of humanity, is something now in
the greater human society divided among many
single vocations, so that the members of these
vocational groups develop themselves almost
exclusively, and at least particularly, only for their
calling and later through their calling. You see
that it is a natural result of this arrangement that
the members of the occupational group only obtain
a part of human development, in no wise the
whole; and more or less one-sidedness of the spirit
and of culture is the lot of the individual. Because
of this necessary arrangement and under these
circumstances, it is difficult to find anywhere a
whole real man. One must construct such a man
out of many persons of different and opposed
callings. One could scarcely find him in the great
field of general human society and its customary
institutions of training.

what in the greater society, through the setting
off of a branch of culture from the whole mass of
culture, falls upon this single branch and depends
upon it, and furthermore all that is fortuitous,
which has been established through the
circumstances of the time and the place, in some
one department of this culture —that in Masonry
all this be separated there from and after the
recasting remain behind as caput mortuum.
So, in order to adduce but one example, religious
training is no doubt a part of Masonic education;
but the religion of the Mason is something wholly
other than that of any existing church or indeed
any particular sect, or even of the superficially
philosophizing and dishonestly expounding deists
and interpreters of the Bible.8

The Ninth Letter
Before we now take a step further, I must discuss
first an important truth and refute a common
opinion, the presence of which in your soul would
powerfully disturb the impression of what I still
have to say to you. If this truth has not as yet
been heard by you, and fitted in the series of what
has heretofore been set forth, attend to the
following proposition and you will find how
precisely it prepares for and introduces this truth.

I put my proposition in clear form: all training in
society which depends upon will proceeds from
training of the understanding. It is, indeed (thus I
anticipate the possible objection) by far not
enough to know the truth. One must have also
the strong will to obey it, and this resolution of
the will in no wise proceeds from mere
knowledge, and no one can demonstrate it either
to himself or others from first principles. It is
something different, independent of mere insight;
Now it is a matter of consequence to bring this and there is no logical consecutiveness in the
one-sided vocational culture to one place and to proposition: he must understand this, therefore
recast it to one which is general and purely human, he must will it.
as it were (if I may keep to the picture set forth
above), to make actual the proposed construction But even the best will, if it were possible where
of a whole, real man out of a number of persons, there is great darkening of the understanding,
and not merely in thought but so that in this would be of no use and no value if one could not
recasting each individual for himself, so far as apprehend what he wishes to will with his good
possible, should be in fact this real whole man. will. Those, therefore, who cry out to the
This problem is nowhere solved in the great society. unwelcome learner who endures instruction under
them: “Have nothing to do with knowledge; that
This, I have shown you, is the one possible and may do for the schools; do, do, that is the thing”—
permissible purpose of a smaller society, made they without doubt, to speak most gently of them,
up from all callings and all developed peoples, know nothing of what they speak.
arisen by setting off from the greater society,
which now calls itself Freemasonry. From this
we derive further the following and quite evident
conclusion that every subject of human culture
which can be attained in society, yet in another
manner than in the greater society, is likewise a
subject of Masonic culture, and that it is good
and needful that the Mason make his own the
greatest part of the training, let it be through
sciences, through art, or through business and
experience. Only, everything one-sided, that is,

To do is, no doubt, the thing; it is the
consummation of the thing. But how will you do
without long investigation of what it is you are to
do? Will you act blindly like the animal? That is
truly not the thing. One who would speak in this
way and knew of himself how to apprehend
everything about doing, he seems to me like a
blind man who would retort to the physician who
engages to restore his sight: “What help to me is
Continued on Next Page - Letters
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mere seeing; the mere glimpse, which is all you
can give me? My knowledge will not be enriched
thereby. The eyes fasten upon an object, they let
themselves rest upon it, contemplate it and survey
it—that is the matter of consequence, that is the
thing.” Stupid—of course that is the thing. Would
you cast your recovered glimpse dumb and dull
upon objects, like a bull, and leave the forms
flowing into one another before him to stagger
past? Thus, of course, you would glimpse nothing
with your glimpse. Only await this fixing and
adjusting and abiding of your sight in vain from
any physician or any eye salve. This you must
take from yourself, from your own power. But
you can direct and adjust no glimpse unless you
first have a glimpse; and this I will give you as
preliminary. The right use of it will be your affair.
You see that to will is not to will because of
knowledge, but to will the known because of
the willed.
What shall one say, therefore, to those who, when
they observe that everyone everywhere works for
clear knowledge, call out to him, “But man is not
simply and only understanding.”Certainly he is
not that alone. Also I say will is for itself. But no
one can immediately produce effects upon the will
of another nor, as it were, will into it, or put in
motion or move it. This comes ever from inward
out; never from outward in.
I, for my person, know only two kinds of influence
upon men. The first and by far the most important
is through instruction. But here knowing does not
make doing. To this end everyone must determine
of himself. In order to bring him thereto, there
remains nothing except the good example by
which one points out to him partly the
practicability of the precept, partly the loveliness
of its achievement.
I, for my person, I repeat, know only these two
sorts. Yet I remember you know still a third for
which you stand up: You will also to make men
better through emotion and shock, through what
you call the heart and through fantasy; a meaning
which all public speakers are attached to. Believe
me, Constant, so certain it is only enduring
improvement of the will deserves to be called
improvement, so certainly nothing is to be
accomplished by the proposed method—indeed,
the frequent use of it is absolutely harmful.
Through this that one is moved and sheds a flood
of tears or is intoxicated with elevated thoughts,
he can indeed be brought to a transient good deed
or restrained from a bad deed. But when the
mental smoke is past he is again the man he was
before, and we have won nothing by the external
act, upon which we must never rely if we seek
the true purpose. It can very easily happen that
one who often and readily sheds tears takes it
that because of that he is a good man, and neglects
the self-examination and self-cultivation which

Even if, therefore, there is no special Masonic
morality, is there yet a special Masonic religion,
Just as, therefore, in this institution of training or —in order to obviate all misunderstanding—a
the instruction is the most real, so is it also in specially Masonic view of religion and on that
Masonry. In the following letters I shall proceed account a Masonic training toward religion? We
upon those presuppositions to relate the objects are speaking here of moral not of ecclesiastical
of Masonic training above set forth to instruction organized religion, with which Masonry
and to answer the question: If the matter stands everywhere has nothing to do. We will consider
as I have said above, what in consequence is the this more narrowly.
object of Masonic instruction and how and
through what, according to its essential character, In accordance with the definition we have given,
Masonry has to separate from every single branch
is that instruction Masonic?
of human culture the incidental which the conditions
of time and place have attached to them and
moreover to separate what is one-sided or
exaggerated, arising necessarily from the cutting off
of this branch from the whole stem of culture, and
I gave you as the common purpose of mankind must put back in the whole all that is human in its
that it should achieve a single purely moral purity and in its coherence. This is its character,
church, a thoroughly just state, and subject which it must verify also in the given case.
irrational nature to the command of a will. I stop
now at the first part of this purpose, the training Now religious training in the greater society has
toward pure morality and devoutness, and begin undoubtedly taken on a mass of the incidental and
with an assertion wholly discrepant from the one one-sided, and if it is needful that the influences of
usually made, that is, that there is no Masonic this manner of training be put an end to, it must be
education and training toward morality. Even done in the Masonic manner. The religious opinions
more, there is in general no such education, and of peoples, as could not be otherwise, have annexed
there can be none; and it is without doubt one of to their customs and usages, to their views of life,
the most pernicious tendencies of our time that to their sciences and art; and in these respects one
men should still believe this, since one indicates is as right as another.
openly thereby that he does not know true
morality and confuses it with gentility, conformity No doubt the Godhead has appeared to all of them
to law, and the like, for which, to be sure, there and has mightily manifested itself among them; to
is an education.
the Jews in their wonderful deliverance from
servitude to Egypt, to the Romans in the founding
Morality (one speaks often of pure morality when of their eternal capitol, to the Arabs as a man out of
he means simply morality, since there is no their ranks united the scattered nomadic tribes and
impure morality and what is impure is therefore bade a huge empire arise almost out of nothing.
not moral) —morality, therefore, is that one do Only if they quarrel with one another, if the one
his well understood duty, with absolute inner contradicts the history of another and seeks to force
freedom, without any external incentive, simply its own upon his as the only truth, then they begin
because it is his duty. This resolution is one that to be wrong.
a man can only choose for himself. It cannot be
taught or demonstrated, much less entreated or Every man who is born in society is necessarily
worked up through emotion or coerced.
born in some part of it, under some nation, and
keeps along with the rest of the products of this
This morality residing within is everywhere but nation, its external national form of the religious.
one, the just now proposed good will, something The theologians of all nations have exerted
positive which is capable of no increase or themselves from the beginning to raise the spirit
diminution, of no change and no alteration of their profession to the place of the general
through circumstances. There cannot, therefore, human spirit; and they have succeeded only too
be any special Masonic morality, as sometimes well. The perfectly developed man must utterly
supposed. I meant the single true morality when lay aside this wholly incidental form, which is
I wrote in a former letter that there were objects not pure human but is a sketch of a man. He who
which, since they were everywhere no object of has religion should not be a Jew, or an
social development, could also not be object of uncircumcised associate of Jews, or a Roman or
Masonic development; about which everyone an Arab, but he should be absolutely a man.
could go into judgment only with himself and
God, but in no wise with any other and in respect Religious opinion in the greater society, through
of which even Masonry would be a profanation. cutting itself off from the rest of human culture
There are undoubtedly special duties which and surrendering to a special organization, the
Masonry enjoins upon its members, which they visible church, must keep an obvious onewould not have if not members of this society. sidedness. To the man who has nothing to do and
Whether one observes these duties out of pure will do nothing more than lead others to
love as a duty or on other grounds, that is devoutness, the religion which he will bring to
something which a man determines for himself
and not as a Mason.
Continued on Next Page - Letters
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office, and cannot see it, since in fact if it pursued
the true aim that must remain invisible to it, can
easily be tempted to endeavor toward usefulness
and to make its ministry a visible, tangible
activity, its business a social and political
influence. One who thinks of the members of this
profession in this way will have recourse to the
usual means of bringing men to morality through
fear of punishment hereafter and hope of eternal
reward, and call this religion. Poor fellow! He
knows not that what he brings about through fear
and cupidity of reward is absolutely not morality
but only external respectability and conformity
to law and that he, so far as is in his power,
contributes to deaden forever, both for morality
and for religion, those upon whom he works.

others is no doubt a purpose and the only purpose
of his life. He knows it for this and in that respect
is entirely right. Without the pure human frame
of mind, he will easily be tempted to wish to make
all about him to his like, and to make for all
religion—which here does not mean the one
which they bring to others but much more the
one which they ought to have—to make this
religion also the single purpose and business of
life. From that he will easily be tempted to exhort
those entrusted to him to confine themselves, in
order to become truly pious, to seeking the eternal
outside of freedom. Some will believe him and
obey him and— it is the mildest that I can say
it—will have a very one-sided devoutness.
It is not so with the Mason. He knows that in the
greater society where there is no ethical custom
Such is not the true Mason. To him, this striving at least external conformity to law must be
for a devoutness existing for itself appears wholly coerced. He knows that it is a false and, more
like the striving of a man who aspires to swim than this, a highly dangerous pretense to take this
and to swim elegantly without going into the conformity to law as preparation for morals; that
water. He knows of no aspiring to the eternal it only exists and must be supported with all
beyond the conscientious furtherance of the strength in order that human society may endure.
temporal out of pure love of duty; it does not befall But he will never give himself to this purpose
him to aim at the heavenly jewel which he cannot since he knows also that the state has provided
perceive. He aims only at the earthly goal which prisons and houses of correction and other well
is set up for him, in the firm trust that the heavenly known institutions to that end, and he is far from
is latent behind it and that it will come to him wishing that religion, the holiest thing mankind
without his doing more if only he has attained has, should be degraded to the position of an
his earthly goal.
inefficient policeman.

my heart refuse obedience to this voice. But if I
am attentive to the march of events and destiny
of the world, all my labor for this purpose seems
lost; indeed, sometimes it seems a hindrance to
the purpose. Everything seems as well or ill
directed exactly as it goes, wholly without regard
to my work, through an invisible and blind power.
It is this consideration, Constant, which soon
forces itself upon the conscientious coldly
observing man—it is this which leads a man to
religion, and sets up for him, instead of the earthly
purpose, as to which he doubts, although he does
not give up, an invisible and eternal purpose.

Therefore, perhaps, it is necessity which leads
him to religion, but the completely developed
man, in which category I will now for once think
of the Mason, does not remain standing on this
step. Now he has religion; it has become an
essential part of himself. He needs it no more
just because he has it. The law of duty and the
course of the world contradict each other no more
because he now knows a higher world of which
this one is only a practicing appearance. He is
now forever freed from the doubt which drove
him to belief. Through this now even his religion
preserves the character which I attributed to it
above, so that it is to him no more an object of
his activity but instead, if I may so express it,
limb and instrument of all his activity. But is not
to him something which he makes for himself,
which he remembers and calls to notice, but
something through which he makes himself
What concerns the Mason himself and the unconsciously wholly another. It is the eye of his
Masonic society is so understood that one who life, which he, when he resigns himself, if it is
needs desire for reward and fear of punishment not reflected back to him by the mirror of artificial
in order to remain an honorable man does not reflection, does not see but by which he sees
belong in the society since he, widely removed everything else which he sees.
from standing in need of attempt to improve his
received training for the society, has himself And now I believe I have exhausted what from a
hardly that training; so that such a person is to be Masonic point of view has to do with the first
left out of account in Masonic arrangements.
part of the collective purpose of humanity. I have
been at the greatest length about it because it
The Mason must do good and shun vice out of a serves to explain what follows and because I
feeling of duty or at very least a feeling of honor wished to give you for this most important part a
even if he also (although this is not possible) detailed example of Masonic teaching and
knows or believes not the least of God or religion; doctrine.
and this not as Mason but as man who, as we
conceive it, is only just capable of Masonry.
Therefore, the Mason cannot wish to consider or
use religion as a stimulus to virtue; even if only
on the one ground already adduced above, since
religion cannot be this inasmuch as all that is
based upon an external motive ceases to be virtue.

To him, devoutness is nothing isolated and
existing for itself, so that a man can be very strong
in piety but in other respects weak and backward
and a bad man. He is not religious, but he thinks
and acts religious; to him religion is not an object,
but only the ether in which all objects appear. He
puts his whole strength to every task which comes
to him at the moment, and the observer might
think that he had nothing to do but attain this
purpose and that this filled out his whole
existence and all his motivation. But in fact he
has nothing to do with the mere existence, and it
has not the least value for him in and of itself
and because of itself. Only he strives for the
eternal and to him invisible and incomprehensible
which is latent behind this earthly husk, and only
on account of this that is latent has what the
observer sees got any meaning for him. His frame
of mind is ever in eternity, his powers are ever
with you. But it does not occur to him only to live
in heaven in proud fashion with his mind and to
leave his powers at rest on earth; since there is
no mind without effective power to yield Religion could be used to calm the mind and heart;
something to think out.
toward calm at seeing the apparent contradiction
between the law of duty and the course of the
world, but is not used for this by the perfect
Mason since he does not need to be calmed in
any such way.

The Eleventh
Letter

To be sure, everyone is first led to religion through
perceiving that contradiction. That last earthly
The special calling to which the religious bringing purpose of humanity is set up for me through my
up of the greater society is entrusted, which sees most inner self. Acts, works, sacrifices are
nothing which goes beyond the ministry of its imposed upon me for this purpose. I cannot in

The Twelvth
Letter

The second chief point in the collective purpose
of humanity, according to my eighth letter, has to
do with bringing about a thoroughly just
organization among men, of the citizens in the
state and of the states with one another, whereby
all mankind finally constitute a single state,
ordered and ruled by eternal rules of right derived
from reason. We come now only to this, to set
forth the state of mind and mode of thought of
the Mason through which he cooperates to bring
about this chief purpose of humanity. I can do
Continued on Next Page - Letters
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this briefly and definitely as follows:
As one in his eyes relates the earthly purpose to
the eternal, even so the present, proximate
purpose of the state in which he lives is related
to the earthly purposes of collective mankind. As
everything earthly only means to him the eternal,
and only through the eternal, for the husk of which
he recognizes the earthly, does the earthly have
value for him, so all laws and ordinances of his
state and all occurrences of his time mean for
him only the whole human race and bring
themselves into relation for him only to the whole
human race and have only worth and meaning
for him in this respect.
Only I do not believe that the perfectly trained
man will thereby be withdrawn from his state
and be given over to a cold, inert
cosmopolitanism. He will, on the contrary,
become through this disposition the most perfect
and useful citizen. Just as in respect of religion,
notwithstanding his mind is wholly with the
eternal, he dedicates his whole strength to the
state, to his city, to the office to which he belongs,
to the particular little spot of earth where he lives,
notwithstanding his mind goes upon the whole.
In his frame of mind love of fatherland and sense
of world citizenship are most intimately united,
and, indeed, stand both in a definite relation. Love
of fatherland is his act, sense of world-citizenship
is his thought; the first is the phenomenon, the
second is the inner spirit of this phenomenon,
the invisible in the visible.

itself, since he knows that defective laws and
constitutions are better than none at all; that
defective laws are the precursors of better ones,
and that no one of them can be altered or
abrogated without the intent of all; that no one
can abrogate them merely by simple tacit
disobedience. Only if the charges which the state
gives him are directly and incontrovertible
contrary to right it goes without saying that he
does not undertake to carry them out and on this
account will go to destruction—and this not only
as a Mason but also as a mere upright man. Except
for this one case, he performs with a care and
applying of his strength as if he had nothing else
to do, the things which have to do with the tasks
and purposes of the state, so far as that after him
they may be much better, and according to his
insight those tasks and purposes ought to be
achieved. Then he has for the time nothing to
regulate but only to obey; and he knows that the
going on of the whole is reckoned upon his
obedience. Only in this is he different from those
who obey out of fear or for profit or from custom,
that he does it all entirely for the whole world
and for the sake of the whole world.
As to what belongs to the third part of the
collective purpose of humanity, the purpose that
non-rational nature be subjected completely to
the rational will, and that rational being rule over
dead mechanism, it is essentially part of the
Mason’
s mode of thought that he know this, that
he recognizes therein the purpose of humanity,
and that on this account he respect and esteem
from this point of view every human occupation,
however insignificant it may be. Acquaintance
with this purpose and respect for it, serves him
to the end that he value men not according to the
greater or smaller place which they chance to
occupy but according to the fidelity with which
they exercise its duties. From this point of view
the lowliest mechanical labor is on an equality
with the highest mental employment, since the
former as well as the latter advances the dominion
of reason and extends its conquered realm. A
peasant or a day laborer who performs his work
with real fidelity and attention, on account of his
duty and for the sake of the whole, and brings it
to successful conclusion, has his station in the
eyes of reason above the ineffective scholar and
the useless philosopher. One who masters this
point of view will not only value justly the world
and its relations but also will brighten his own
value through the elevated standpoint which he
has attained.

Then even so, Constant, as a religion which would
exist for itself is vain and perverted and
ridiculous, so a cosmopolitanism which would
exist for itself and exclude patriotism is perverted
and vain and foolish. “The individual is nothing,”
says the cosmopolitan, “I think and care and live
only for the whole; may it be better for the whole,
may order and peace spread abroad over it.”
Good! But tell me, how you expect to get at this
whole with the salutary state of mind which you
assert you entertain with respect to it? Whether
you will to do well toward it in general and as it
were in the lump? Is then the whole something
different from the single parts united in thought?
Can it in any way be better in the whole if it does
not begin to be better in any single part? But if
only you seek first to make yourself better and
then to make your two neighbors on the right and
left better, I think the whole will now undoubtedly To bring about, to fortify, to animate this mode of
be better, since it has one or two or three thought, toward this, my friend, all instruction
individuals who have certainly become better.
which I call Masonic must proceed. You will now
be able to estimate how this instruction must be
The Mason recognizes this, and on that account given and taken as well as how without this
manifests his cosmopolitanism through the instruction nothing can be gained.
strongest activity for the very place where he
stands. So also as defectively as the civil laws
under which he lives may be drawn up, and as
deeply as he may see their deficiency, he obeys
them as if they were expressions of pure reason

The Thirteenth
Letter

Let us in a few words look back over the whole
path which we have traveled over.
Freemasonry, according to our investigation, is
an institution which has to efface the onesidedness of the training which a man receives
in the greater society and to elevate that mere
half training into one general and purely human.
We asked, what are the parts and objects of human
cultivation which are to be received in this
society? And we answered: Training toward
religion, as citizen of an invisible world, for the
state, as citizen of a part of the visible world, and
finally for readiness and skill as a reasonable
being to rule over irrational nature. Again, we
asked, what are the means employed by the
society to bring this cultivation to its members?
And we answered: Instruction and example. And
now first the question to be answered was: How
can it be actually that Masonic instruction and
Masonic example further the ultimate purpose?
We answered: In religion, separation of everything
incidental which the conditions of time and place
have brought into the religious opinion of the
society, whereby religion is put forward onesidedly as either something single, separate from
all our acts, or as means for some material
purpose. In respect to the training for law and
right: The most intimate union of the sense of
world citizenship with the sense of statecitizenship, in which the Mason obeys the laws
of his land and the regulations of its ruling
authorities with the most punctilious precision,
but not as if only his land existed (the devastating
patriotism of the Romans) but because it is a part
of the whole of humanity. Finally, in respect of
the purpose of subjecting nature to reason,
acquaintance with this purpose serves in part to
encourage him to fidelity to his calling and to
point out to him a higher point of view for his
apparently unordered employments, in part to give
him the true measure of respect for a true
promoter of the purpose of humanity, no matter
what his position may be.
Upon what Masonic example as such depends,
how a procedure becomes evident among the
members of the society in which one cannot fail
to appreciate the many-sidedness of their state of
mind, the purity of their mode of thought, in which
each strives to cooperate toward the welfare of
the other, without arrogance or conceit, with
sacrifice of his claims as citizen, scholar, or artist,
and with sole regard to fruitful usefulness toward
living to the effect upon pure human
development—all this, Constant, you will be able
to abstract and set off by itself from what has
been said. We will not busy ourselves only with
Masonic instruction and, after we have considered
its matter, will seek further: How can such a thing
originate, be propagated, and be increased?
Also we persist in this inquiry, as in all that have
Continued on Next Page - Letters
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gone before, immovably upon the standpoint of
the uninitiated, who knows nothing historical about
mysteries and orders, as that which is commonly
known, which he, on the other hand, reaches as a
conclusion loving the truth and consistently.
So long as men, we now argue further, do not
train themselves actually in the state of nature,
and are trained consciously, with design and
according to rule but through the circumstances
to which they passively yield, there is no speaking
about the training which we mean here, neither
of one which is public in the greater civil society,
nor of a secret one in a special narrower
organization. Mankind ripens in these
circumstances only at first to capacity for a
thought out and calculated training.

the purpose of pure human training, and have
joined with like-minded others in order to carry
out their ideas. It is, therefore, in the highest
degree likely that from the beginning in addition
to the public training in society there was a secret
training which went on beside it, rose and fell
with it, had an unobserved influence upon the
former and, on the other hand, was gained or
tolerated through the influence of the former. For
example, there was Pythagoras and his famous
band in the states of Magna Græcia. Hence we
put as the first proposition which deserves our
attention the following: It may well be, so far as
history reaches, there were always secret
institutions of training separate and necessarily
separate from the public institutions.

people to which it came, and through the progress
of the human spirit, was won and fully developed
with each people.

The Fourteenth
Letter

The Fifteenth
Letter

This maturity comes and there come forth special
callings, religious institutions, or a priesthood,
laws, constitution and magistracy; there arises, It is only where there are no institutions for
in a word, that whole condition of mankind which training through the ordered greater society that
we find no secret institutions for training. With
I described in one of the first letters.
raw savages or nomadic pastoral peoples there is
Since according to my presupposition all proceed no need of an institution to efface the onefrom the state of nature from the same point, at sidedness of the priesthood or of the lawmaking,
first the difference in their cultivation cannot be since they have not yet matured even to priesthood
very noticeable nor the one-sidedness and or lawmaking. With them, therefore, one has no
superficiality of this cultivation be very great.
mysteries to seek. There is then an absurd
superstition. There are no mysteries which direct
But the separation continues. The new races of and elevate their authorized national truth, for
man are born from now on in certain callings and they have as yet no natural truth.
for certain callings. With each new age the
different callings are more sharply cut off from We know fairly well through history what course
one another, and now gradually along with the the public training has taken. It is true the origin
advantages of social cultivation come the and first source of this training is hidden in secret
disadvantages described above, and especially darkness or is covered up in mythical poetry, and
this disadvantage, the need of helping it out so we have later found peoples with a high degree
through a separate organization.
of cultivation (as to this think only of the Hindus
and the Chinese) the history of whose
It is not unknown to me that in a number of states development does not at all join on to the chain
and systems of government, especially in which we have reviewed and makes no part of it;
antiquity, there were various wholly public but which alone could only represent a higher
contrivances and institutions which opposed so source of culture for our race than that which our
sharp a separation of walks of life as we see in history knows.
the modern world and brought about a tolerable
balance in the cultivation of all. But I know at Nevertheless, we see also in our own history a
the same time that these contrivances were only progress and an unbroken chain of culture, which
in a very few states of the old world and that they goes forward from the Egyptians to the Greeks,
were far from producing full evenness of from them to the people of Asia Minor, from
cultivation of the mind.
them back to the Greeks, from them to the
Romans, and from them after the union with
In a word: The deficiencies in human Christianity which arose in the East, to the new
development, which, according to our peoples of Europe.
conclusions, can only be done away with by an
organization such as we think the Masonic society In this whole sequence there was need of secret
as it exists in the present is, must be almost as institutions of training. It is probable, according
old as the whole constitution of society, since they to our first proposition above, that they did
are a necessary consequence there of. But if they actually exist.
existed, so no doubt there were always superior
men who observed them. If, however, they were The whole public culture in the time and series
observed, so without doubt those who observed of peoples described is always one and the same
them found the one possible means of remedying culture; a continuous thread which took on the
them, namely, separation in close societies for impression of the national character of each

It is therefore in the highest degree likely—and
this is the second natural conclusion which we
come to from the standpoint of the uninitiated—
that a like continuous chain of secret culture by
the side of that thread of public culture, ran on
through the same times and peoples, and like the
public culture has come down to our times. It is
possible that, just as Christianity, coming out of
another source, united with the public culture, at
the same time also the existing secret culture
annexed the secret culture of the same eastern
peoples among which public Christianity arose.

As to the public culture, it would unquestionably
be suitable that anyone, so far as he is susceptible
of it, have the easiest access to it which is
possible, so that it could be laid away in enduring
monuments after the time that the art was found
of giving to the fleeting thoughts and fugitive
words permanence and visibleness to the eye. But
not every man is to have access to the secret
culture, but, according to its nature, only he who
has already undergone the public culture and has
already completed it so far as possible. As is clear
from all that has been said, the secret culture
cannot proceed from the public culture; much
more it presupposes the public culture. Even so
little can it go by the side of the public culture
without the purposes of both becoming vain. It
can only come after it. But now one can—let me
always carefully explain this point—attain in two
ways to the proper end of all secret culture, that
is, the purely human development. It can be done
either of itself alone, by talent, deep meditation,
and investigation, by cultivation of the mind and
heart according to the results of this meditation,
or through a society, which, then, can be, not the
greater civil society (since even here one would
find that isolated condition) but only a smaller,
separate society.
In the first case, as what we are viewing has come
into existence by way of meditation, it takes on
the form of meditation. It is argued, tried by
dialectic, demonstrated; its conclusions are
refuted and verified. Nothing hinders that one in
this form preach it from the house tops, or if one
will, write it out or allow it to be printed.
So it is quite possible, in order to take the most
enlightening example from fact, that I in these
letters have sought to set forth the most intimate
spirit of all possible mysteries according to my
best knowledge and power, and in no way have
kept anything back to myself, while I always made
Continued on Next Page - Letters
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to in toto . Men reject him at once as
fundamentally false and visionary, or if he is
dependent on the pictures, as nonsensical and
absurd, deride him and give him the reward of
the common subject of laughter. From now on it
is not, as in the first case, an individual that is
blamed, but the whole purpose of a necessary
society is forever made vain.

use of the form of argument and ordinary speech.
But at the same time I am very sure that I have
not in the least revealed either to you or to anyone
who might chance to read these letters what he
may not know and I may not say. For there are in
all bookstores books for open sale which, although
indeed they treat of Masonry, yet do not reveal a This instruction of the separate society—and this
syllable of Masonry.
is what I wished to point out—can never be laid
down in enduring monuments for everyone whom
But on the other hand—and mark this accident might lead to them. It can only be
diligently— there are in all bookstores books of communicated to him whose susceptibility has
Masons and of non-Masons which make no been maturely tried and investigated. With one who
mention of Masonry, whose authors perhaps did does not understand it, it perishes before birth.
not know one word of Masonry, which One who actually understands it and values it, as
nevertheless are throughout genuinely Masonic. he should, gives it out further surely and not
without enlightenment. Since one may err in trial
Therefore, I repeat, nothing hinders one from of a person, so he must make use of external means
making common the pattern of the mysteries, so such as solemn engagements, in order to assure
long as the speech and writing are common—but secrecy even in respect of the external forms.
not the mysteries. One who has it not in himself
already will never apprehend it. To him the speech And now I come to my third significant
will convert itself into a series of unintelligible conclusion: It is most highly probable, so I
tones, the writing into white paper; or if a sense conclude, that the secret teaching can only be
comes out of it, it is a confused and half sense, transmitted through oral and in no wise through
not at all the whole and full sense which was written tradition. Written communication must
intended. It then becomes disputed and a treaty be strictly forbidden. If our supposition stated
of partition is concluded as to how far one at all above, that an unbroken chain of secret culture,
events would leave what has been asserted to hold along with the public culture, has come down from
good, and how far not. Something is always won antiquity to our times, has a sound basis, so one
thereby; at least the way is prepared for the truth. must seek the secret teaching in no wise in books
But not understanding or misunderstanding brings but only in a still persisting oral transmission.
about a very small injury; one which is as good Also this supposition seems to be confirmed by
as none. What is it then, finally, which is the circumstance that at the time of arising of the
misinterpreted, but a philosophy? What is it to earlier mysteries publication of ideas in writing
which damage has been done except to the glory was not truly possible, and in secret and holy
of the author of this philosophy, who, if he had things men continued in the customary practice.
only a spark of true spirit, would put no value
upon his glory.
I know very well all the disadvantages of the oral
transmission and the whole difficulty of delivering
But now with respect to the second case, when to the succession of members something of such
one receives pure human culture through a secret a tradition all the way to a demonstrable truth.
(that is merely separate) society, the instruction But I know also that there is a remedy against
which is prescribed for the closed society may that disadvantage, there are mitigations of all
easily have taken on a wholly different form— difficulties to be found through mere meditation,
not of arguments, which leads to disputing, in without historical instruction. In a word, I know
that it proposes grounds of reasoning, challenges that everywhere a proof of the genuineness of such
to proof of these grounds, and will hold true no an oral transmission is possible, the conveying
further than the grounds will reach, but in the of which, however, would carry me too far afield.
simple telling: “So it is once for all, we know it; Only one observation presses itself upon me here
and every one who presents himself as like us which I recognize as important and I cannot
will know it.”This instruction must be applied, forbear making. It is as follows: It could not fail
not like the first exclusively to the understanding, to be that a present secret culture have influence
but instead to the whole of the man, so as not to upon the public culture and that many occurrences
admit any disputing. But it is needful, finally, of public history which stand there in
that, according to the presupposition it came down discontinuity, may be fully comprehended through
from the hoariest antiquity and be clothed in the secret culture; that individual persons who
metaphorical expressions and pictures.
were participants of the secret tradition also stand
out as notable persons in public history. It is,
If such instruction comes to one who is not therefore, entirely thinkable that public history
susceptible of it, he will, it goes without saying, can be clarified out of the secret history.
understand it as little as the first—the
philosophical, argumentative. But one does not On the contrary, it would be necessary, according
dispute him nor engage in compromises, since to the fundamental proposition just set forth, that
he himself offers none and wishes to be agreed one who possesses the secret learning let sink all

which through any fault of his got abroad to public
knowledge, renounce it and no longer build upon
it, so that forthwith the secret history of culture
should not be proved by the public history, and
that no datum of the latter could be likewise a
datum of the former. Whatever came to public
hands, at once through this ceased to be a part of
the secret science, and therefore the endeavor to
put together a secret history out of the public
history may be undertaken with great caution.

The Sixteenth
Letter
In this way a secret instruction could actually be
brought into existence and come down to our time
which would now be preserved in the interior of
a special society. But what value and what
meaning could the instruction, which has come
down through the course of time, have for us? I
ask this as well in my name as in yours. Shall it
perchance lay fetters upon freedom and the
progress of reason, to strike down through
authority the free urge toward research and
command blind faith? Boldly and as loud as
possible and upon every risk I cry out: Far be it
from the Mason, who should have laid aside all
fetters of authority that here he allow himself to
fight in new secret fetters; far be it from him,
who strives to attain pure human development
and everywhere to live only in the spirit, that here
he allow himself to be bound to a new fetter; far
be it from the society which scorns all spirit of a
calling, that it should itself change into a calling.
What were, then, they who deposited the first
germ of this possibly extant instruction, those later
who developed it, completed it, increased it?
What were they which their later successors were
not also? What had they in themselves which the
latter do not equally have in themselves? With
what right did they do what they did that the latter
do not have the same right?
The public culture has gone forward with the
progress of time; the secret culture has probably
done the same. The public culture will go on
further, and the secret culture cannot stand still
and remain behind the former. But every
traditional instruction, if there is such a thing,
can have no other authority than that which its
venerable age gives it, none other than that which
any man and any human work covet over other
men: That one voluntarily presupposes that
wisdom may be concealed in it, that one earnestly
strive to find this wisdom, and that one joyfully
take it up after he has found it, and has verified it
in his own understanding and heart.
This traditional instruction could and should be
nothing other to the initiate than what Homer,
Sophocles, Plato are to us as sharers in the public
culture. That one faithfully preserve this survival,
Continued on Next Page - Letters
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that he do not adulterate it, or where it is
adulterated that he restore it to its original purity,
is reasonable and is required by proper respect for
antiquity. That one in all instruction should start
out from this and make it, as it were, the text of
his reflections, would be proper in order to preserve
the unity of the traditional chain and give it over

to the world to come always as just the same. That
one declare and use it toward the only possible
purpose of all mysteries, so that pure and general
human development be aimed at, is plainly
necessary and any other avowal is wrong.

was the second part of my proposition.

Thus each builds upon that basis of the traditional
what he has—one firm building materials,
another (to apply here a picture used by a holy
writer 9 ) straw and stubble. But both must be
This restoration of the old, moreover this added confirmed through the test of time and be
interpretation adapted to the culture of the time preserved for the age to come, which then may
is what every age adds to it, whereby the ensemble
Continued on Next Page - Letters
of instruction is increased and broadened, which
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decide whether these materials shall be added to
the old treasure or rejected as unserviceable.
But, you have already long since asked, how, if
the purpose of Masonry is so thoroughly defined,
as has been set forth and explained in these
letters, can any Mason (as the profane well know
it) so misjudge it as to pass on wholly
unserviceable and foreign contributions? This
goes with another complaint which I have often
heard reported, so that the same answer is to be
given to each. I mean the complaint about the
frightful contrast of the ideal set up by Masonry
with what is the common reality. I answer:
Everywhere by no means are all those Masons
who bear this name, but all should be and no one
who carries this name should be given up. So
long as this happens, so long as there is striving
only for this ideal, the society is Masonic—
conceding also that no one of its members attains
this purpose, and conceding further that up to this
day the actual purpose of existing Masonry has
been to seek its purpose.
So if this purpose is established, let us not merely
know but do and zealously do over, the more we
can always find the actuality in our meaning is
behind the ideal.
One who in viewing the deficiency in human
relations, the unserviceableness, the
perverseness, the corruption among men, drops
his hands and passes on and complains of evil
times, is no man. Just in this that you are
capable of seeing men as deficient, lies upon
you a holy calling to make them better. If
everything was already what it ought to be,
there would be no need of you in the world and
you would as well have remained in the womb
of nothing. Rejoice that all is not yet as it ought
to be, so that you may find work and can be
useful toward something.
1 This refers to some eighteenth-century expose
of Masonry.
2 A large part of southeastern Europe was then
under Turkish rule.
3 There were three of these published in
Germany between 1742 and 1747.
4 I suppose this refers to the Strict Observance.
5 Author of a book on the history of German
Freemasonry, 1787.
6 “The wise shall bear the name of fool, the just
of unjust, if he seeks even virtue beyond what
is enough.”Epistles, I, 6, 15.
7 [Author’s note] Certain Masonic symbols seem
to point this way.
8 He refers to a group of thinkers in the
eighteenth century who sought to construct a
natural religion on the basis of reason alone,
rejecting all Revelation.
9 The reference is perhaps to Exodus, 5: 11-12.

that individual, even though I promised to keep
it in confidence. So what we’ve got here is a case
Continued from Page 6
of loyalty. My sense about this young person is
health. When the war was over, the commander that he’s going to mature into an admirable human
gave Newton money and a gun, then saw him being, who will encourage those he knows to do
safely on his way to his home in Texas. This nothing foolish or socially disruptive. If you give
amazing story, transacted during one of the him another chance, I don’t think you’ll be sorry.”
bitterest internal struggles our world has ever
seen, helps us identify some of the Masonic values At the time, I didn’t even think of our exchange
that have played such an important role in as motivated by Masonic sentiment. Today, I look
American history. Where the Fraternity is at it somewhat differently. For an adult to be
concerned, hatred and resentment can play no role concerned about a young person with no Masonic
in a person’s life. The Masonic vision rises above connection and to play a role in helping that young
the sense of being divided into hostile subgroups, person climb over a serious obstacle in life, that,
all striving to undermine each other’s well-being it seems to me now, defines the Masonic
Fraternity. As a Freemason, I’m proud. As a
and sense of identity.
university President, I’m grateful!
What Masonry says to Americans, in short, is that
they are united by their deepest feelings about
life and life’s mission. Just as the commander of
the camp in Illinois could see beyond the “enemy” 101
identity of the captured Southerner, so can each Continued from Page 7
and every Mason build a bridge of brotherhood
to others and to society that leaves opposition far Back to the mysteriousness of Masonry. We think
behind.
that the aura of mystery is sexy and cool.

Tradition

To the curious individual or someone who may
hold skeptical notions about what Freemasonry
is, I would, as a university president, say, two
kinds of people arrive at my school: those who
need to become a little more skeptical toward
what they see going on in the world, and those
who need to move a certain distance in the
opposite direction— toward a better sense of how
much human ideals can do to make human life
more bearable.

But this textbook definition does tell us exactly
what Masonry is, and how it functions. I recall a
phone conversation I once had with Bro. Jeffrey
Peace, a rather learned and erudite Mason. His
examination of this definition meant a
deconstruction of it and an examination of its
particular word usage. I will borrow his method,
because it is good and effective, and to his method
I will add my own commentary.
“A peculiar system of morality....”

I would suggest to such an inquirer that he bring
his sense of skepticism to bear in analyzing what
the Fraternity really does, how it really functions,
and what really motivates whose who join it. And
if the skeptic takes my advice, and embarks on a
skeptical pilgrimage of this kind, he’s very likely
to emerge at the other end with his skepticism
destroyed!

Any good dictionary will tell us that the word
peculiar can mean eccentric, queer, or odd. It
can also mean distinctive, singular, unique.
Freemasonry, with its archaic language and
regalia, can certainly appear odd to one who is
unfamiliar with it. And although its structure and
initiatic model resemble older traditions, as it
currently exists it is certainly unique. Morality
A specific instance from my professional life generally refers to a system of moral conduct, or
showed me what Freemasons are doing in virtue, usually taught via a moral discourse, or
America. A few years ago, I found myself statement, or lesson, and the Third Degree drama
confronted with a problem. An undergraduate at bears striking resemblance to the Churchmy school had been accused of some exceedingly sponsored morality plays of the 1400s. (It also
bad behavior that might well lead to expulsion. bears resemblance to certain death-andThe evidence seemed incontrovertible. But there resurrection traditions, but I’m not gonna go
was something about the whole case that left me there— that’s for another paper.)
uncomfortable—something not quite right. By
sheer coincidence, I found myself having a “… veiled in allegory…”
conversation with a fellow Scottish Rite member
who, when he heard my story, said: “Expulsion In this context the word veiled means obscured
is such a serious punishment. Ask the young man or concealed. Understanding of the meaning of
to come to my office, and let me see what I can allegory is fundamental to understanding not only
find out.”
the nature and character of the Masonic legend,
but also the great and baffling error of logic which
A day or two later, my fellow Mason called me nearly every Christian ‘religious objector’
again. “The student is completely innocent,”he commits in comparing the Hiramic legend to
said, “but it was a case of protecting the identity literal Scripture. Merriam-Webster Online
of the friend who did commit the act in question.
Indeed, he wouldn’t even tell me the name of
Continued on Next Page - 101
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we try to understand it.

Continued from Previous Page

Our religious detractors argue from the point of
defines allegory as “the expression by means of view that the Bible is a true and inerrant historical
symbolic fictional figures and actions of truths work. Why they argue history vs. allegory is
or generalizations about human existence.” An beyond me. But it is paramount, to the new and
article in World Book Encyclopedia describes studious Freemason, to understand what we are
Aesop’s fables as the most popular form of before he can begin to understand the why.
allegory, and of course fable is close cousin to
parable. I mention this because Scripture tells On that note, I will leave you with two words, a
us that Jesus used parable to teach, therefore the question:
method of teaching is not, of itself, objectionable.
Why, Brother?
In short, an allegory is a story with a moral, and
by its very nature, its message and moral is veiled
or concealed, making it more implicit than Wear
explicit. This type of storytelling requires the Continued from Page 8
listener to do more than listen; he is led to
consider exactly why he is being told a particular
story, and what meaning he ought glean from the
this sense, the tunic represents to the candidate
manner of its telling.
the death of profanity, the rebirth into the new light.
The candidate is visually reminded of the death of
“… and illustrated by symbol.”
the old, and thereby the rebirth, into the new.

Bullying
Continued from Page 2
I first joined up. If I had not been so young and
stupid, I may well have left our Brotherhood then.
I thought, “Why subject myself to abuse every
week at Lodge rehearsal?” Better thoughts
prevailed though, I stuck it out, and I kept coming
back.
Most recently I’ve had reported to me incidents
of punch-ups in the bar area and arguments at
the festive board - even during the run up to this
article. But most Brothers have pointed the cause
of this to the pressure mounted by the Past
Masters. This seems to take in most of what I
have said already. I had one suggestion that we
should draw up a code of conduct to include LOI’s,
Festive Boards and Committee meetings. While
we can’t legislate morality, we can set the stage
for better action.

The next most unpopular bullying tactic is the
threat. This is most commonly heard as ‘I will
To illustrate is to “to provide with visual features
not attend while you sit in that chair’. ‘I will
intended to explain or decorate;” and symbol has Today, the tunic is worn by the Marshall when he oppose you at every turn’ ‘I’ll make sure you don’t
two definitions which are relevant to the Masonic escorts the Candidate into the Temple for the get that promotion’. It’s not difficult to make
morality play: “something that stands for or ceremony of initiation. The tunic’s shape stems from someone feel uncomfortable when you threaten
suggests something else by reason of relationship, the cross of Malta, being a folded cross. (fig. 2)
him with lack of support, opposition and
association, convention, or accidental
withholding what he desires.
resemblance; especially: a visible sign of We know that the cross can be inscribed in the
something invisible [as in] the lion is a symbol square, symbol of matter, but also in the circle, There are also certain gripes and bellyaches that
of courage”; and “an object or act representing symbol of spirit, thus alluding to the transformation are offered up to influence. They’re usually over
something in the unconscious mind that has been
‘why was he promoted when I joined five years
repressed [as in] phallic symbols.”
before him?’ or something like that. I suppose
wherever we look there’s going to be an uneven
People in ancient times drew pictures as a
playing field which seems to favor some and not
symbolic mode of communication, and drawn/
others. I don’t believe this is a Freemason issue
written symbols eventually evolved and became
specifically; that’s just life as it unfolds. Some
more elaborate, resulting in modern alphabets.
people, it would seem, are more equal than others.
We will find in Freemasonry a cornucopia of
visual symbols. In the allegorical dramas of its
In this life we can control only one thing, our
degrees, we will also find symbolism of a literary
responses to what happens to us. It’s the complete
type; the Masonic legend being an allegory told
and unyielding duty of every Freemason to
in dramatic form, this is quite natural and to be
safeguard his thoughts, words and deeds. In
expected, for literary symbolism abounds in all
addition to this, we are called to protect the weak
the great stories and plays, in fables and in myths.
and support the needy. Should we have to be
reminded of this?
With all of the above-mentioned in mind, let us
now re-examine that mysterious definition of
No never?
Freemasonry. Having clarified the words and
modernised its language a bit, it might read thus:
A unique system of moral instruction,
obscured by/in a moral tale,
and explained by means of visual
and literary representation.
Not as cool or mysterious or sexy, is it? That’s
alright. It is more clearly understood by the
modern mind, and that was the intent of this
exercise. This exercise was hopefully not too
pedantic, nor too elementary, for it was absolutely
essential that we establish what Freemasonry is, which is gained by the initiate who has purified
and what it isn’t.
his heart and his mind and is therefore worthy to
“ascend into the hill of Lord”.
Particularly in terms of it’s vaunted legend, before
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Bewildered, Satan asks, “So, you aren’t afraid
of me then?”

32 Laughs from
Show him your Cross
Employee Evaluations Ted and me were going home from a Rose Croix
These are actual quotes taken from U.S. Federal
government employee performance evaluations.
1. “Since my last report, this employee has
reached rock-bottom and has started to dig.”
2. “I would not allow this employee to breed.”
3. “This employee is really not so much of a hasbeen, but more of a definite won’t be.”
4. “Works well when under constant supervision
and cornered like a rat in a trap.”
5. “When he opens his mouth, it seems that it is
only to change feet.”
6. “This young lady has delusions of adequacy.”
7. “He sets low personal standards and then
consistently fails to achieve them.”
8. “This employee is depriving a village
somewhere of an idiot.”
9. “This employee should go far, and the sooner
he starts the better.”
10. “Got a full 6-pack, but lacks the plastic thingy
to hold it all together.”
11. “A gross ignoramus - 144 times worse than
an ordinary ignoramus.”
12. “He doesn’t have ulcers, but he’s a carrier.”
14. “I would like to go hunting with him.”
15. “He’s been working with glue too much.”
16. “He would argue with a signpost.”
17. “He brings a lot of joy whenever he leaves
the room.”
18. “When his IQ reaches 50, he should sell.”
19. “If you see two people talking and one looks
bored, he’s the other one.”
20. “A photographic memory but with the lens
cover glued on.”
21. “A prime candidate for natural de-selection.”
22. “Donated his brain to science before he was
done using it.”
23. “Gates are down, the lights are flashing, but
the train isn’t coming.”
24. “He’s got two brains cells, one is lost and the
other is out looking for it.”
25. “If he were any more stupid, he’d have to be
watered twice a week.”
26. “If you give him a penny for his thoughts,
you’d get change.”
27. “If you stand close enough to him, you can
hear the ocean.”
28. “It’s hard to believe he beat out 1,000,000
other sperm.”
29. “One neuron short of a synapse.”
30. “Some drink from the fountain of knowledge;
he only gargled.”
31. “Takes him 2 hours to watch 60-minutes.”
32. “The wheel is turning, but the hamster is dead.

“No I’m not .” replies Bill calmly.
By now, Satan’s melon is twisted beyond all
recognition , “Why the hell not?” the dark
Overlord enquires.

meeting. Ted was driving. He shouldn’t have
been because he was a bit tiddly. We were
relying on that 1 in 10,000,000 chance that the To which Bill replies, “Because I’ve been
policeman would be a Mason.
married to your sister for 25 years.”
Sadly, Ted ran through 40 or 50 red lights and
we were stopped by a traffic
policeman: “Stirling Moss, sir?
Michael Schumaker are we, sir?”
I noticed that the policeman was
wearing a square & Compasses lapel
pin! I whispered to Ted: “He doesn’t
know you’re a Mason! Show him your
cross!”
Ted shouted: “Oy! Why don’t you piss
off and leave us alone?”
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Married to the
Devil
One beautiful Sunday morning the
tiny town of Smithvale wakes up and
goes to church. Before the service
starts most of the congregation have
seated themselves. They’re all
nattering to their neighbors when shazam - Satan himself appears at the
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He walks up to Bill and says, “Don’t
you know who I am?”
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Bill replies, “Aye, I do.”
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Latest Releases from ‘Lewis Masonic’ Publishers

Making Light :- A Handbook for Freemasons
Making Light :- A Handbook for Freemasons
by: Julian Rees
At last a well written easy to read step by step guide to the path of self knowledge and self improvement that is Freemasonry.
This volume takes the reader through each of the three degrees of Craft Freemasonry, teaching him how best to gain insight from
the study and application of these teachings. For the newly-made Mason this book provides an explanation of the ceremony he
has just been through and an invaluable glossary of Masonic terminology to help him feel at home in the lodge. It also provides a
similar guide for future degrees to help him understand and benefit from his future Masonic progression. For the Freemason of
many years experience and knowledge, it will show him many interesting and largely unknown aspects of the symbolism of the
three degrees and provide him with a resource to answer the enquiries of other brethren. To discover the true Masonic secret, we
have to work to bring it forth; this book is the manual for that great work.
Product code: L577 ISBN: 0853182531
Price: £14.99 $28.37

York Mysteries Revealed
York Mysteries Revealed In many of the earliest Masonic manuscripts we read of the great influence of York and a mysterious
Prince Edwin, on the history of Freemasonry. This has been assumed a myth by most historians. But ….could these early stories
regarding the importance of York be true? Or at least based on true events, confused as they may have become when handed
down over centuries? The story which is told in these pages has never before been fully represented and will change the way we
view the origins of Freemasonry in the British Isles forever. Join the Revd Neville Barker Cryer on a historical detective trail
through the history of York Masonry, from the 9th to the 19th century. Discover - • The true origins of the American “York Rite”
• The hidden mysteries of the City of York • The first recorded Speculative Masonic Initiations. • The first Royal Arch Chapter in
the world • The truth about the rival “Grand Lodge of All England” About the Author - Revd Neville Barker Cryer is a well
known Masonic author and lecturer. He is a member of the oldest Lodge in York and a Past Master of Lodge Quatuor Coronati
and thus has had every incentive and opportunity to learn about the distinctive contribution York Masonry has made in building
the Craft and English Freemasonry. Paper back ,484 pages
Price: £16.95

$ 32.10

Building Paradise:
Building Paradise:The Freemasonic and Rosicrucian Six Days Work. Have you always had the feeling that Freemasonry has a
great purpose beyond what is apparent? Are you ready to discover its true purpose? This book is about the work of one of the
world's greatest geniuses Sir Francis Bacon great he was skilled in science, law and philosophy, but he was also one of the great
Masters of Wisdom -- the Master who was the 'Elijah' or herald of the Aquarian Age that we are now entering in the 21st century.
Bacon was the 'Apollo' of the Rosicrucians and the founder and first Grand Master of modern Freemasonry. As you will read in
this book, Bacon's mission was to bring us a special Art of Discovery and to train us in this art, too. The idea is that we can also
discover all things, all truth, in a beautiful, life-enhancing way -- the way of a true artist, to help manifest a paradise on earth for
all people, all creatures, all nature, and all of life itself. It is extraordinary how Bacon left us -- centuries ago -- a particular
method by which this may still be accomplished today. This work reveals • What is Bacon's 'Art of Discovery'? And why is it
still important today? • Why did Bacon call his work The Six Days' Work? • Are we now entering Bacon's long-awaited 'New
Age'? • Are there hidden Masonic themes and symbols hidden in works written over 100 years before the founding of the first
Grand Lodge? L3010 Paperback 232 pages ISBN: 0862930103
Price: £14.95

$ 28.65

The

Lodgeroom International Magazine

The Last Word

“Now, how can that be true?”
“The boys said, “”Mommy, Daddy came”
“And left a kiss for you.”

A drunk man in an Oldsmobile
They said had run the light
That caused the six-car pileup
On 109 that night.

Then firemen came and cut her loose,”
“But when they searched the back,”
“They found therein no little boys,”
But the seat belts were intact.
They thought the woman had gone mad
“And was travelling alone,”
“But when they turned to question her,”
They discovered she was gone.

When broken bodies lay about
And blood was everywhere,”
The sirens screamed out eulogies,”
For death was in the air.

Policemen saw her running wild
And screaming above the noise
“In beseeching supplication,”
Please help me find my boys!

“We wanted him to stay with us,”
“Because we miss him so,”
“But Mommy, he just hugged us tight”
And said he had to go.

A mother, trapped inside her car,”
Was heard above the noise;
Her plaintive plea near split the air:
Oh, God, please spare my boys!”

They’re four years old and wear blue shirts;
“Their jeans are blue to match.”
“One cop spoke up, “They’re in my car,”
And they don’t have a scratch.

He said someday we’d understand”
“And told us not to fuss,”
“And he said to tell you, Mommy,”
“He’s watching over us.”

She fought to loose her pinned hands;
She struggled to get free,”
But mangled metal held her fast
In grim captivity.

They said their daddy put them there
“And gave them each a cone,”
Then told them both to wait for Mom
To come and take them home.

The mother knew without a doubt
“That what they spoke was true,”
“For she recalled their dad’s last words,”
“I will watch over you.”

Her frightened eyes then focused
On where the back seat once had been,”
But all she saw was broken glass and
Two children’s seats crushed in.

“I’ve searched the area high and low,”
But I can’t find their dad.
“He must have fled the scene,”
“I guess, and that is very bad.”

The firemen’s notes could not explain
“The twisted, mangled car,”
And how the three of them escaped.
Without a single scar.

Her twins were nowhere to be seen;
“She did not hear them cry,”
“And then she prayed they’d been thrown
free,”
“Oh, God, don’t let them die!”

“The mother hugged the twins and said,”
“While wiping at a tear,”
“He could not flee the scene, you see,”
“For he’s been dead a year.”
“The cop just looked confused and asked,”

“But on the cop’s report was scribed,”
“In print so very fine,”
An angel walked the beat tonight,
On Highway 109.

He told us not to worry
“And that you would be all right,”
And then he put us in this car with
“The pretty, flashing light.”
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