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...neither do we aspire after high titles. But our

only desire is that the Great Architect of the

Universe would diffuse in our hearts the true

spirit of Masonry, which is love to God and

universal love to all mankind. These I humbly
conceive to be the two grand pillars of Masonry.
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Between The Pillars

An Editorial
Happy New Year!

By R. Theron Dunn

Happy New Year, to all

my brothers and sisters in

f r e e m a s o n r y ,
withersoever dispersed

around the globe! This is

the first issue of the

second year of the

Lodgeroom International Magazine, and if it is
as good as the first year, we are in for an awesome

6007 A.L.!

We began 2006 with an initial circulation of about

400 readers, mostly members of the Lodgeroom
US and Lodgeroom UK. Today, our circulation is

almost 5,000, and growing.

Today, this magazine is read

by brothers in the United
Kingdoms, United States,

Canada, Italy, France, Russia,

Australia, Germany, Bulgaria,

Saudi Arabia, Israel, New

Zealand, Denmark, and many

other countries. We are also
read by our sisters in

freemasonry.

To all of you, I extend a

sincere THANK YOU! Not
only do you read this

publication, and make

producing it worthwhile, but you also distribute

this to your friends in freemasonry, and thus

spread the word about our ancient and honorable
fraternity. Please feel free to give this to anyone

you know that might be interested in freemasonry,

its provided free as a service to the fraternity.

I also extend an invitation to anyone that is so
inclined to submit papers for publication. This

magazine is produced for the fraternity, and

diverse opinions are welcome!

This month’s issue is dedicated to Prince Hall
Masonry. For those who are not familiar with

Prince Hall Grand Lodges, this is a system of

regular grand lodges which started in the United

States under Most Worshipful Prince Hall.

This issue discusses who the Most Worshipful

Prince Hall was, his history as a mason and the

history of the Prince Hall Grand Lodge. We will

also touch on the subject of regularity, what it is,

who defines it, how it is maintained, the purpose

of regularity, and will touch on the issue of

territorial exclusivity.

Prince Hall Masonry is regular in all respects.

These Grand Lodges are recognized by the

majority of Grand Lodges the world over. There

are, unfortunately, 12 Grand Lodges in the United
States, mostly Dixie states, that have yet to

recognition Prince Hall Grand Lodges as regular

masonry in all respects.

In fact, in 2006, the Grand Masters committee
on recognition, a committee formed of

representatives from all grand lodges in the

United States, attempted to

seat representatives of the

Most Worshipful Prince Hall
Grand Lodges, but faced a

threatened walkout by the

representatives from several

of the Dixie Grand Lodges.

The majority of the

representatives present voted

to seat the Prince Hall

representatives, but the

representatives from some of
the Dixie Grand Lodges

threatened to walk out of the

committee meetings if they

were seated. In the face of the

majority will.

This, in my opinion, UNMASONIC action

resulted in the Prince Hall representatives

withdrawing, rather than create disharmony. I

applaud the Prince Hall brothers, and hang my
head in shame over the Dixie Grand Lodge

representatives that were willing to continue the

racist policy of not even talking to the Prince Hall

representatives, and abrogating the will of the

majority by threatening to walk out.

This issue is not an attempt to force anyone to

take any position, but as usual, is provided for

informational and educational purposes. It is the

editorial opinion of this writer, that it is time,
and over time, that all grand lodges in the United

States unilaterally extend to our Prince Hall

brothers at the very least, public and policy

recognition as regular freemasonry in all respects.

Racism has NO place in freemasonry.

http://www.lodgeroomuk.net//phplists/public_html/lists/
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The goal of masonicpride.org is very simple.  We
want to provide a home focusing on what makes

us proud to be Freemasons, and serve as a portal

to all of the wonderful resources that Internet

Freemasonry has to offer.

What we are is a group of Freemasons that love

the Fraternity.  We are comprised of writers,

speakers, and Masons interested in the

progressive growth of Freemasonry.

 While all Masons and non-Masons alike are

welcome to visit us and  frequent our forum, to

be a member of the Masonic Pride group, one
must not only be an active Internet  Mason,

but also making a difference in their Lodge

and Community,  showing that they are

proud to be a Freemason.

In April of 2006, we launched The

Masonic Pride Project.  The

Masonic Pride Group is a small

group of writers and speakers who’s

common goal it is to bring out the best
in Internet Masonry, for the

common goal of moving the

fraternity forward in the

most positive way possible.

We feel that there are several
challenges in today’s Masonry, and are ready to

help tackle these big issues, but will simply not

do it by attacking an individual brother or a

specific Grand Lodge.

Simply put, the Masonic Pride group is interested

in personal responsibility and accountability, and

how we as individual Masons can impact the

fraternity at the local level, impacting our

communities and our families.

Our work will be complete with a monthly

podcast and access to the most excellent Masonic

publications available on the web today.

The reasoning behind this project is really very

simple. There is much work to be done, and we

want to send the message, and tackle these

problems in a positive way.  By doing it this way,
be hope to build credibility.  To be a part of The

Masonic Pride Group, we can be visited on the

web at www.masonicpride.org.

PODCAST

Show #1 April 2006 (20 Megs)

Show your Masonic Pride!

Continued on Page 22 - Prince

History of Prince Hall

Masonry

So who was the Prince Hall

behind the Most Worshipful

Prince Hall Grand Lodges? He

was a real man, and is
recognized as the Father of

Black Masonry in the United

States. Most researchers agree it is probable that

Prince Hall was reared somewhere within the

British Empire and migrated to America in 1765.
His father, Thomas Prince Hall, was an

Englishman, and his mother, a free colored

woman of French extraction.

He worked his passage on a ship to Boston, where
he then began to work as a leather worker, a trade

he learned from his father. Eight years later, in

1773, records show the Prince Hall had acquired

real estate and was qualified to vote. His reference

to “home” in a letter to the Countess of
Huntington and his friendship with others in the

British nobility would suggest he had strong roots

among the English upper- class.

Religiously inclined, he later became a minister
in the African Methodist Episcopal Church with

a charge in Cambridge.” Yet some Masonic

historians disagree. They insist that Prince Hall

he was a slave, as evidenced by a manumission

paper filed for a “Prince Hall” by slave owner
William Hall on April 9, 1770. This took place

one month after the first shot of the American

Revolution killed Michael Johnson whom we now

know as Crispus Attucks.

Prince Hall enlisted and served as a soldier in

the 2nd and 6th Regiments of Massachusetts.

In this connection, George W. Williams,

historian, wrote in 1884, “that he saw hard
service we know by the record of the two

regiments he served in, always distinguished for

steadiness and valor. Prince Hall was not only a

good soldier, he was a statesman.”

Regiment of Foot, British Army Garrisoned at

Castle William (now Fort Independence) in
Boston Harbor.

Along with Prince Hall, Cyrus Johnson, Bueston

Slinger, Prince Rees, John Canton, Peter

Freeman, Benjamin Tiler, Duff Ruform, Thomas
Santerson, Prince Rayden, Cato Speain, Boston

Smith, Peter Best, Forten Howard and Richard

Titley were initiated, passed and raised by

Worshipful Master (Sergeant) John Batt.

When the British Army left Boston in 1776, this

Lodge, No 441, granted Prince Hall and his

brethren authority to meet as African Lodge #1

(Under Dispensation), to go in procession on St.

John’s Day, and as a Lodge to bury their dead.
Under this charter, they could not confer degrees

nor perform any other Masonic “work”.

For nine years these brethren, together with others

who had received their degrees elsewhere,
assembled and enjoyed their limited privileges

as Masons. Under this permit, African Lodge No.

1 was formed on July 3, 1776, and by January

14th, 1789, thirty-three masons were listed on

the rolls of this lodge.

In 1784 Prince Hall petitioned the Premier Grand

Lodge of England for a warrant or charter, and

official acknowledgment of the legitimacy of

African Lodge No.1 was almost immediately

Who Was the Most Worshipful Prince Hall ?

Fortunately, The Masonic credentials of Prince
Hall and the regularity of the black Masonic

Lodges which affiliated themselves by his name

are beyond dispute. On March 6, 1775, over a

year before the signing of the Declaration of

Independence, Prince Hall and 14 other free black

men were made Master Masons in Army Lodge
No. 441, under charter from the Grand Lodge of

Ireland. This regiment was attached to the 38th

Bill of Sale for Drumheads by Prince Hall

http://www.masonicpride.org/index.php
http://www.masonicpride.org/index.php
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Lodgeroom

International

Group

Announcements:

New Monthly Column

Starting with the February 2007 issue,

Lodgeroom International Magazine will

institute a new column: The meaning of the

ritual.

Each month the magazine will present a

column dealing with  the tenets, teachings,

ritual of the first three degrees. We will

obviously avoid discussion of the secrets, that

is the manner means and modes of recognition,
signs, grips and words.

If you have something to say about the

teachings, please submit your articles to

theron@therondunn.com.

February: The Manner of Preparation

March: Minerals and Metals

April: Why were you thus received?

May: Perambulation
June: Keeping the Secrets

July: Four Principle Tenents

August: Jacobs Ladder

September: Point Within a Circle

October: Tools
November: Furnishings of a Lodge

December: Jewels of a Lodge

Podcasts Now

Available

Podcasts of Lodgeroom International

Magazine in Audio Format:

http://podcast.lodgeroominternational.com/

You can download and give these articles to

any Blind or partially sighted Freemason,
it would make a great Xmas present.

The articles in this magazine can be

downloaded for free for our traveling or hard

of hearing brothers. Please contact Theron
Dunn at Theron@TheronDunn.com for

information.

Back Issues
Available on CD!

Jan-Jun 2006 USD $500   (Free Shipping)

Jul-Dec 2006 USD $500   (Free Shipping)

Special Price:

All 12  2006 Issues USD $800  (Free Shipping)

http://www.lodgeroomuk.com/sales/

If you would like the magazine connection delivered to you on the first of

each month click the following link:

http://www.lodgeroomuk.net//phplists/public_html/lists/

Lodgeroom International Magazine

http://lodgeroomuk.net.wwwebserver.net/catalogue.php?exp=&cat=43
http://lodgeroomuk.net.wwwebserver.net/catalogue.php?exp=&cat=43
http://www.lodgeroomuk.net//phplists/public_html/lists/
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Looking round the world of Masonic Magazines

one of the first you will find if searching the

Internet is Stephen Dafoe’s ingeniously titled

Masonic Magazine .

The Masonic Magazine is currently in its second

year of publication.

I’d like to thank those who have supported

us from the beginning. It is important, in

order for this independent voice of

Freemasonry to continue, that you promote

the publication with those Brethren who

might enjoy reading our publication.

Stephen Dafoe

Stephen is an author and Co author of a

number of Freemasonry Books and of course

Templar Books. He also publishes Templar

History Magazine .

S tephen has previously

published the Foruth part of a

Cicle which many of you may
recognize. S tephen has also

written in coauthorship with

Alan Butler, both write their

own books.

The Magazine is shipped to

most Countries in the Masonic

World and is supported by some

of the finest Masonic writers

known to the community of
Freemasonry.

Featured Magazine of the Month
Issue #6, The Broached Thurnel will be available

December 2006, and will include:

The Broached Thurnel: - Jorge Sanchez

A Forgotten Masonic Symbol

Hiram And The Temple -C. Bruce Hunter

I am A Freemason Because...
Freemasonry, Social Cohesion & Social

Progress In 19th & 20th Century California by

Keenth Jack

The True Meaning Of Masonic Secrecy

By Peter Honeycutt
Auf Der Walz By Stephen Dafoe

The Scriptural Charges By Ted G. Ottinger

Masonic Magazine is somewhat unique in

the annals of Masonic publishing in that we
will not look at material that has been

published elsewhere.

All articles in Masonic Magazine, whether

they are sidebars or feature length articles are
original material not see or read elsewhere.

Continuing our trend of providing fresh takes

on Masonic topics, issue 7 due out in March

of 2007 will feature the following articles:

The Mysterious Origins of the Shrine

By Jay Kinney

Why Pythagoras By C. Bruce Hunter

You, Me, and Him: The Craft Will Never Die
By Bobby Lynn Shehorn

On a Low Breath: An Examination of the

Substitute Word By Ted G. Ottinger

A Pictorial Tour of Rosslyn Chapel

By Linda Berthelsen
The Beehive: Why I Became A Prince Hall

Mason By Fred Milliken

All of this plus our regular features and

columns. Issue 7 goes on sale March 21, 2007.

To Subscribe to the Masonic Magazine:

www.masonicmagazine.com

Wr. Stephen Dafoe, P.M.

http://www.masonicmagazine.com/
http://www.masonicmagazine.com/
http://www.masonicmagazine.com/
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The California Freemason is published six times

annually by the Grand Lodge of California. It may

be downloaded free by going to:

www.cafreemason.com/

The Masonic Magazine  is a Stephen Dafoe

publication that is published monthly. It covers

diverse and interesting Masonic subjects. Wr. Dafoe
is the author of Everything I Need to Know About

Masonry I Learned as an Entered Apprentice.

To Subscribe to the Masonic Magazine, go to:

www.masonicmagazine.com

Other Masonic

Publications of Interest

Masonic Quarterly Magazine is the official

publication of the United Grand Lodge of England

Published by Grand Lodge Publications Limited

for the United Grand Lodge of England,

Freemasons’ Hall, Great Queen Street, London,

WC2B 5AZ
www.ugle.org.uk

editor@mqmagazine.co.uk

General enquiries info@mqmagazine.co.uk

Freemasonry Today is a unique magazine

fulfilling a unique need: it is an independent

Masonic magazine edited by Freemasons to

inform all about our ancient Craft and its central
aspiration best expressed as, “Man, know

thyself.” Freemasonry Today celebrates both the

rich heritage we carry into the future and the

world-wide Brotherhood we represent.

Younger generations, seeking spirituality without

the dogma and the distinctions are beginning to
discover Freemasonry’s virtues and we at

Freemasonry Today feel that it is right that the

world beyond the Masonic Temple should know

of our Craft and all that it truly stands for: for

Freemasonry focuses upon those things which
bring men together in harmony, not those things

which drive men apart in conflict.

Editor Michael Baigent

http://www.freemasonrytoday.com/index.php

THE PHILALETHES

The International Masonic Research Society

The name of the Society is pronounced  fill a [as

in a-bate] lay thess with the accent on the third
syllable - lay.  It is derived from two Greek words,

philos and alethes.  It means lover of truth. The

Philalethes Society was founded on October 1,

1928, by a group of Masonic Students.  It was

designed for Freemasons desirous of seeking and
spreading Masonic light.  In 1946 The Philalethes

Magazine was established to publish articles by

and for its members. And to this day publishes 6

times a year. The sole purpose of this Research

Society is to act as a clearing house for Masonic
knowledge. It exchanges ideas, researches

problems confronting Freemasonry, and passes

them along to the Masonic world.

Its membership consists of Members and 40
Fellows who are Master Masons in good standing

in a Regular Masonic Lodge anywhere in the

world.  Today the Society has members within

185 Regular Grand Lodges.  More information

about the Society can be found at http://
freemasonry.org

http://www.masonicmagazine.com/
http://www.cafreemason.com
http://freemasonry.org
http://www.freemasonrytoday.com/index.php
http://www.ugle.com.uk
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A Few Good Men
The following is a short list of honorable and great men who were also

members of a Prince Hall Lodge. This list is by no means complete.

Thurgood Marshall, Associate Justice, U.S. Supreme Court

Alex Haley, author

Booker T. Washington, educator/founder Tuskegee Institute

Charles B. Rangel, U.S. Congressman New York
Louis Stokes, U.S. Congressman Ohio

William “Count” Basie, orchestra leader/composer

Nathaniel “Nat King” Cole , American pianist and singer

W.E.B. DuBois , educator/author/historian

Edward Kennedy “Duke” Ellington, orchestra leader/composer
Medger Wiley Evers, civil rights leader

James Herbert “Eubie” Blake, composer/pianist

Andrew Young, former mayor of Atlanta

Thomas Bradley, mayor of Los Angeles, California

Sugar Ray Robinson, mid/light heavy boxing champion
John H. Johnson, publisher EBONY and Jet magazines

Carl B. Stokes, first Black elected mayor, Cleveland, OH

Robert Sengstacke Abbott,  founder/publisher CHICAGO DEFENDER

Richard Allen, founder/first bishop AME Church

Matthew Henson, explorer
Daniel “Chappie” James, general U.S. Air Force

James Forten, abolitionist/manufacturer

Timothy Thomas Fortune,  journalist

Richard D. Gidron, president, Dick Gidron Cadillac

William C. Handy, composer
Augustus F. Hawkins. U.S. Congressman California

Questions and Answers about

Prince Hall Masonry

Facts rather than Rumors

What is Prince Hall Masonry?

It is a system of Freemasonry whose history goes

back to 1775, and that includes Craft (Blue)
Lodges, Royal Arch Chapters, Commanderies,

Scottish Rite, Eastern Star, and others. It consists

primarily, but not exclusively, of blacks, or African

American men. It has a longer history and

traditions than most of the “white” Grand Lodges.

Why don’t my grand lodge recognize Prince

Hall Masonry now? Would it cause any harm?

Until 1989 no U.S. Grand Lodges recognized
Prince Hall Masonry for long, because other

Grand Lodges brought pressure on any that talked

about doing that. Since then, the majority of U.S.

Grand Lodges have recognized Prince Hall

Masonry , and they have not reported any
problems.

How many other Grand Lodges recognize

Prince Hall Masonry?

The United Grand Lodge of England (mother

lodge of the world) and 33 of the 51 Grand Lodges

in the United States that we recognize, plus almost

every Canadian Grand Lodge, and about a dozen

other Grand Lodges in Europe recognize Prince

Hall Masonry and its Grand Lodges.

Is Prince Hall Masonry regular?

Prince Hall Masonry — its Grand Lodges,

Lodges, and Members — is regular Masonry, just
as regular as any other Grand Lodges. The United

Grand Lodge of England (UGLE) said in 1994,

“the philosophy and practice of Prince Hall

Masonry today are of exemplary regularity.” The

UGLE has recognized the Prince Hall Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts, which is the original

Prince Hall Grand Lodge, and every other Prince

Hall Grand Lodge that has been recognized by

its U.S. counterpart Grand Lodge. Prince Hall

Masonry follows the same Masonic landmarks
that we do, and the way they practice Masonry is

almost identical to our way.

Isn’t there a rule that there can only be one

Grand Lodge in each state or country?

This is called the “Doctrine of Exclusive

Territorial Jurisdiction,” but it does not prevent

our Grand Lodge from recognizing the Prince Hall

Grand Lodge of Virginia. There can be, and often
are, two or more regular and recognized Grand

Lodges in the same State or country. From 1989

through 2000, Grand Lodges in 31 of the 51 U.S.

jurisdictions recognized Prince Hall Grand

Lodges. Some amended their Grand Lodge Codes
or Constitutions to clarify that the “doctrine of

exclusive territorial jurisdiction” does not prevent

them from recognizing Prince Hall Grand Lodges.

Some rejected any use of this “doctrine,” and
some ignored it. Experts on the subject of Masonic

recognitions are unanimous in saying that the

“doctrine of exclusive territorial jurisdiction” is

not, and never has been, violated when Grand

Lodges operating in the same State or country
mutually agree to recognize each other, as has

now happened in most of the States of our country

with Prince Hall recognitions. Our Methodical

Digest says that our Grand Lodge already shares

concurrent jurisdiction with other Grand Lodges,
and can add the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of

Virginia to that list.

Doesn’t Prince Hall Masonry have to ask to

be recognized? Aren’t they younger  than us?

The Prince Hall Grand Lodge has asked to be

recognized, even though that was not necessary

for recognition to take place. And, there is no need

for a “younger” Grand Lodge to request
recognition from an “older” one. No such rules

appear in the Methodical Digest or any resolution

Continued on Page 24 - Answers

Lionel Hampton, orchestra leader/composer

Benjamin L. Hooks, Former Executive Director NAACP
Benjamin Mays, educator/former president Atlanta University

Ralph H. Metcalfe, Olympic champion

A. Phillip Randolph, founder/ first president, International Brotherhood

of Sleeping Car Porters

Egbert Austin “Bert” Williams, actor/ comedian
Harry A. Williamson, author/Masonic historian

Scottie Pippen, #33, Chicago Bulls / Forward

Rev. Jesse Jackson, Harmony Lodge No. 88, Chicago, Illinois

A. Leon Higginbothm, Jr. 33', Campbell-Wash-Joppa Lodge No 37 in

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Emanuel Cleaver, Mayor of Kansas City Missouri

John H. Johnson 33, publisher, chairman and CEO of Johnson Publishing

Company

Rev. Al Sharpton, civil rights leader

Andrew Young, former U.N. Ambassador and Atlanta Mayor
Kweisi Mfume, President and CEO of the NAACP

Julian Bond, NAACP National Chairman

M.W. Samuel T. Daniels Grand Master of Maryland for three decades

Dwight Evans, PA State Representative

John Street, Past President of the Philadelphia City Council and Mayor of
Philadelphia

Wilson Goode,  1st Black Mayor of Philadelphia

Michael C. Watson, President & CEO of The Absalom Jones Foundation

Congressman Chaka Fattah of Pennsylvania

State Representative Vincent Hughes, Pennsylvania
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The following is a fairly comprehensive list of Prince Hall Grand Lodges

in the United States and Canada, their addresses, phone numbers, and

their associated web pages if one could be found.

On line List of Prince Hall Grand Lodges

http://members.tripod.com/~princehall/grandlodges.htm

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge F&AM of Alabama

1630 4th Avenue North, Birmingham, AL
(205)328-9078

No Web Presence

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Alaska

P.O. box 736, Anchorage, Alaska 99510
907-646-2210 (fax) 907-646-2217

No Web Presence

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Arizona and Jurisdiction

2032 Calle Campana De Plata
Tucson, Arizona 85705

(602) 268-8511

http://www.geocities.com/~mwphgl-az/

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Arkansas
4th And State Street, Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71601

(870) 534-5467 (fax) 870-535-3581

http://www.arkphagrandlodge.com

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of the
Commonwealth of the Bahama Islands and Jurisdiction

P.O. Box F-3121, Freeport, Grand Bahama, Bahamas

http://www.geocities.com/bahama_web_master/

The Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge, Free
and Accepted Masons of the State of California, Incorporated

9027 S. Figueroa St., Los Angeles, CA 90003

(323) 242-2393 (fax) 323-754-2930

http://www.mwphglch.org/

Prince Hall Grand Lodge of the Caribbean

http://sites.netscape.net/mwphglc/

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Colorado,

Wyoming, Utah and parts of South Korea
2921 S. Vaughn Way, Aurora CO 80014

(303) 671-0046 or (303) 884-0055

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Connecticut, Inc., F&AM

66 Montville Street, Hartford, CT 06120
(203) 329-9957 (fax) 203-329-9957

http://www.mwphglct.org/

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge F&AM of Deleware

623 South Heald Street, Wilmington, Deleware 19801
(302) 652-9283

http://mwphgl-de.s5.com

Prince Hall

The Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge, Free and Accepted

Masons, PHA, Jurisdiction of the District of Columbia Incorporated

1000 U Street NW, Washington DC 20001

(202) 462-8878 & 8877 (fax) 202-265-5620
http://mwphgldc.com/

Most Worshipful Union Grand Lodge Most Ancient and Honorable

Fraternity Free and Accepted Masons PHA Florida & Belize, Central

America Jurisdiction Inc.
410 Broad St., Jacksonville FL 32202

(904) 354-2368 (fax) 904-355-8667

http://www.mwuglflorida.org/

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Georgia
330 Auburn AVE. NE, Atlanta, GA 30335

404-521-1358 (fax) 404-525-1341

http://www.mwphgl-georgia.org

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge F &AM of
Hawaii and Its Jurisdiction, Inc.

P.O. Box 89-3553, Mililani, Hi. 96789

http://www.mwphglofhawaii.org

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Illinois and Jurisdiction
809 East 42nd Place, Chicago, IL 60653

773-373-2725 (fax) 773-523-1793

http://www.mwphglil.com

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge Free and
Accepted Masons Jurisdiction of Indiana

5605 E. 38th St., Indianapolis IN 46218

(phone) 317-546-8062 (fax) 317-546-8071

http://www.phglin.org/

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Iowa and Jurisdiction

1340 Idaho Street., Des Moines, Iowa 50306

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge F. & A. M. of

Kansas and its Jurisdiction
PO Box 300463, Kansas City MO 64130-0463

913-621-4300 (fax) 913-621-4330

http://www.phglks.org

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge F&AM of Kentucky, Inc.
1304 S. 28th St., Louisville KY 40211

502-776-5560 (fax) 502-773-0355

Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Ancient Free & Accepted

Masons Republic of Liberia
West Benson St., Po Box 10-0727, Monrovia, Liberia, West Africa

Continued on Next Page - Prince Hall Grand Lodges
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Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge F&AM for the
State of Louisiana and Jurisdiction

PO Box 2974, Baton Rouge LA 70821

1335 N. Blvd, Suite 301, Baton Rouge LA

504-387-0996 (fax) 504-343-0366

http://www.theplumbline.org/

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge F.&A.M.

State of Maryland and Jurisdiction

1307 Eutaw Place, Baltimore MD 21217

410-669-4966 (fax) 410-462-4642
http://www.mwphglmd.org/

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Massachusetts

24 Washington St., P.O. Box 173, Dorchester, MA 02121

617-445-1145 (fax) 617-445-8698
http://www.princehall.org

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge Free

and Accepted Masons Jurisdiction of Michigan

3100 Gratiot Ave., Detroit MI 48207
313-579-3333 & 313-579-3336 (fax) 313-579-0507

http://www.miphgl.org

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Minnesota and

Jurisdiction Minneapolis Urban League, Glover-Sudduth Center
2100 Plymouth Ave. North-Suite 117, Minneapolis, MN 55411-3675.

http://www.phglmn.net/

Most Worshipful Stringer Grand Lodge F&AM

(Prince Hall Affiliations) Jurisdiction of Mississippi
1072 John R. Lynch St., Jackson, Mississippi 39203

601-354-1403 &1404 (fax) 601-354-4881

http://www.mwstringergl.org/

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of
Missouri and Jurisdiction

4525 Olive St., St. Louis, Missouri 63108

314-361-3044

http://www.phaglmo.org

Prince Hall Grand Lodge F&AM of Nebraska and Its Jurisdiction

2418 Ames Ave., Omaha NE 68111

402-451-5177 (fax) 402-451-8087

http://www.mwphglne.org

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Nevada

P.O. Box 44227, Las Vegas, NV 89116

702-647-2095 (fax) 702-783-7093

http://pw2.netcom.com/~cwsearcy/index1.htm

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge F&AM

State of New Jersey

180-192 Irvine Turner Blvd., Newark NJ 07108

973-824-6457

http://www.mwphglnj.org/

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge F&AM of the State of

New Mexico, Inc.

PO Box 5674, Albuquerque NM 87185

525 San Pedro Drive NE, Albuquerque NM 87108-7638
505-268-5823 (fax) 505-254-7638

http://www.mwphglnm.org

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of the

Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and

Accepted Masons of the State of New York

454 W. 155th St., New York NY 10032

212-281-2211
http://www.mwphglny.org/

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Free and

Accepted Masons of North Carolina and Jurisdictions, Inc.

PO Box 1507, Durham NC 27702-1507
315 E. Main Street, Durham NC

919-683-3147 Fax 919-683-9636

http://www.mwphglnc.com

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Ohio F&AM
50 Hamilton Park, Columbus, Ohio 43203

614-221-6197 or 614-221-9982 (fax) 614-221-7760

(email) Wyoung7926@aol.com

http://www.phaohio.org

Most Worshipful M.W. Prince Hall Grand Lodge F&AM

Jurisdiction of Oklahoma

PO Box 2348, Muskogee OK 74402

1304 W. Broadway, Muskogee OK

918-683-3123
http://www.geocities.com/okj_mwphgl/

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge

of Ontario & Jurisdiction

16 Leyton Avenue, Scarborough, Ontario M1L 3V2 Canada
(416) 698-8500

http://freemasonry.org/phglont/

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Oregon

116-20 North East Russell Street, Portland, Oregon 97212
503-218-2225 (fax) 503-698-4253

No Web Presence

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania

Grand East Temple, 4301 N. Broad St., Philadelphia, PA 19140
215-457-6110 & 215-457-6111

http://www.princehall-pa.org

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of the

State of Rhode Island
883 Eddy Street, Providence, Rhode Island 02905

401-461-2600 (fax) 401-461-2600

No Web Presence

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of South Carolina
2324 Gervais Street, Columbia, South Carolina 29204

803-254-7210

http://www.mwphglsc.org/

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge F&AM of Tennessee
253 South Parkway West, Memphis, Tennessee 38109

901-774-7230

No Web Presence

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of
Texas and Jurisdiction

2851 Evans Street, Fort Worth, Texas 76101

http://www.mwphglotx.org

Continued on Next Page - Prince Hall Grand Lodges
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So, what is wrong with this picture? It’s not a red

and blue map of weather patterns. It’s not a

Democrat/Republican territorial red state blue

state map. No, this map shows a deeper divide,
one that should not exist among Masons.

The blue states in this map represent states where

the Mainstream Grand Lodges have at least

recognized that Prince Hall Masonry (as a
properly Grand Lodge of England chartered

Masonic Organization), as regular masonry. Continued on Page 25 - Map

Prince Hall Grand Lodges
Continued from Previous Page

What’s Wrong

With This Map?

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge

of Virginia
906 North Thompson Street, Richmond, Virginia

243221

P.O. Box 14646, Richmond, Virginia 243221-

4646

804-359-1111 (fax)804-359-8123
http://www.mwphgl-va.org

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge

of Washington

306 24th Ave. South, Seattle, WA 98144
http://www.geocities.com/mwphglwa/

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge

of West Virginia

513 Elm Street, Institute, West Virginia 25112

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge

of Wisconsin

600 West Walnut Street, Suite 30, Milwaukee,

Wisconsin 53209
http://www.wiprincehallgrandlodge.org

Most of these states have also instituted some

kind of mutual Masonic visitation.

In the first degree, all freemasons are all taught:

By the exercise of brotherly love, we are taught

to regard the whole human species as one

family, the high and low, the rich and the poor,

who, as created by one almighty parent and

inhabitants of the same planet, are to aid,

suppor t and protect each other. On this

principle, Masonry unites men of every

country, sect and opinion, and causes true

friendship to exist among those who might

otherwise remain at a perpetual distance.

This is pretty typical of the teaching in all lodges

on both sides of the Masonic highway, and

because of this teaching and out desires to practice

that is what makes what we see on the map above
so wrong. You see, the states in red are those

states that do not recognized that Prince Hall

Masonry is FULLY REGULAR MASONRY.

In some cases, for instance North Carolina, the
issue has come up at their Grand Communication

and received a majority vote, but has yet to receive

the supermajority that Masonic tradition requires

for changes to be

implemented.

It is not the

intention of the

authors of this article to

hold any one Grand Lodge,
group of Grand Lodges, any

brother, or any group of men

up to ridicule. The intention is to

question the practice of something

that is simply unmasonic and
untenable. We would say: in this

day and age, but the truth is, this practice is

untenable in ANY age.

When we are raised to master masons, we are
told by the master:

I congratulate you on your becoming a

master mason, and as such, I commend you

to the kind care, love and protection of all

master masons, withersoever dispersed

around the globe.

All master masons, withersoever dispersed...

Yet, one of the red Grand Lodges that, as of

this writing, December 10, 2006, still does not

recognize the legitimacy of Prince Hall

Masonry stated, as recently as 1990 and upheld

in 1991:

“...the Grand Lodge of xxx ... has always

considered ... Prince Hall affiliates, to be

totally irregular and clandestine, having

absolutely no Masonic authority, and the

Regularity and

Recognition

From the Master Mason’s handbook, Published

by the Grand Lodge of California, Free and

Accepted Masons

Continued on Page  26 - Regularity

One of the most complicated areas of Masonic

jurisprudence, or law, relates to the standards a

Grand Lodge must follow in order to be
considered regular. Each Grand Lodge has its own

set of standards, and since there is no central

governing authority within Freemasonry,

determining regularity is difficult and subjective.

Space does not permit a comprehensive list of all

the issues associated with standards of regularity,
but some examples include: acceptance of

candidates irrespective of their personal religious

beliefs; the Holy Bible, square, and compass

displayed upon the altar at all times; the

acceptance of men only; the Hiramic legend as
an integral part of the third degree; and so on.

In the late nineteenth century, Masonic historian

Albert G. Mackey published a list of 25 ancient

landmarks of Freemasonry. A landmark is
supposed to be an integral part of the Craft and

can never be changed. Mackey’s list has served

as the basis of regularity since its publication,

but confusion arises because each Grand Lodge

determines its own set of landmarks. Some
jurisdictions use all 25 landmarks as presented

by Mackey. Others have a shorter list. Still others,

like California, refer to the ancient landmarks but

do not define them.

Regularity is, therefore, a subjective term. It

depends on the perspective of the one making

the determination, and a Grand Lodge may be

considered regular by one jurisdiction and

irregular by another. In contrast to regularity, the
concept of recognition is purely objective.

Recognition refers to the state of amity between

two Masonic Grand Lodges. The relationship is

similar to that between nation-states, and since

By R. Theron Dunn and Wr. Vincent Barnes
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A Charge to the African Lodge, June 24, 1797 at

Menotomy

By Right Worshipful Prince Hall

The following images are from a pamphlet published by
the, at the time, Right Worshipful Prince Hall to the

members of the African Lodge on June 24, 1797. All pages

from the pamphlet are displayed over the next three pages

as an exact scan of an existing copy.

This pamphlet is part of a collection that can be viewed

in the United States Library of Congress. This pamphlet

is one of two notable charges that Most Worshipful Prince

Hall gave to the Craft.
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Grand Lodge

Formation Dates

There has been much discussion about the
regularity of this or that Grand Lodge, dependent

upon the date of formation. The following list

offers a comparrison of the dates of the formation

of most of what are considered Regular or Main

Stream Grand Lodges around the world.

United Grand Lodge

of England ........................................1717, 1813

Grand Lodge of Ireland ..............................1725

Grand Lodge of France ....................1728, 1894
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania .................... 1731

Grand Lodge of Massachusetts ..................1733

Grand Lodge of Georgia ............................. 1735

Grand Lodge of Scotland ...........................1736

Grand Lodge of South Carolina ................. 1737
Grand Lodge of the Three Globes

(Germany) ........................................1740, 1947

Grand Lodge of Denmark ..........................1743

Grand East of the Netherlands ...................1756

Grand Lodge of Sweden............................. 1760
Grand Land Lodge of

Germany ...........................................1770, 1947

Grand Orient of France ..............................1773

Grand Lodge of Virginia ............................ 1778

Grand Lodge of New York ......................... 1781
Grand Lodge of New Jersey .......................1786

Grand Lodge of Maryland ..........................1787

Grand Lodge of North Carolina ................. 1787

Grand Lodge of Connecticut ......................1789

Grand Lodge of New Hampshire ...............1789

Prince Hall Grand Lodge

of Massachusetts ........................................1791
Grand Lodge of Rhode Island ....................1791

Grand Lodge of Vermont ............................1794

Grand Lodge of Kentucky ..........................1800

Grand Lodge of Luxembourg ..................... 1803

Grand Orient of Italy ..................................1805
Grand Lodge of Delaware ..........................1806

Grand Lodge of Ohio ................................. 1808

Grand Lodge of the District

of Columbia ................................................ 1811

Grand Lodge of Greece .............................. 1811
Grand Lodge of Louisiana ..........................1812

Grand Lodge of Tennessee ......................... 1813

Prince Hall Grand Lodge

of Pennsylvania ..........................................1815

Grand Lodge of Indiana ............................. 1818
Grand Lodge of Mississippi .......................1818

Grand Lodge of Maine ...............................1820

Grand Lodge of Alabama ...........................1821

Grand Lodge of Missouri ...........................1821

Grand Orient of Brazil ...............................1822
Grand Lodge of Venezuela ......................... 1824

Grand Orient of Haiti ................................. 1824

Grand Lodge of Michigan ..........................1826

Grand Lodge of Florida ..............................1830

Grand Orient of Belgium ...........................1833
Grand Lodge of Texas ................................1837

Grand Lodge of Arkansas ...........................1838

Grand Lodge of Illinois ..............................1840

Grand Lodge of Wisconsin ......................... 1843

Grand Lodge of Iowa ..................................1844

Grand Lodge of Alpina

of Switzerland ............................................ 1844

Prince Hall Grand Lodge

of Maryland ................................................ 1845

Prince Hall Grand Lodge
of New York ............................................... 1845

Prince Hall Grand Lodge

of the District of Columbia ........................ 1848

Prince Hall Grand Lodge

of New Jersey ............................................. 1848
Prince Hall Grand Lodge

of Delaware ................................................ 1849

Prince Hall Grand Lodge

of Ohio ........................................................ 1849

Grand Lodge of California ......................... 1850
Grand Lodge of Oregon.............................. 1851

Grand Lodge of Minnesota ........................ 1853

Prince Hall Grand Lodge

of California ............................................... 1855

Grand Lodge of Canada in the
Province of Ontario .................................... 1855

Prince Hall Grand Lodge

of Indiana .................................................... 1856

Grand Lodge of Kansas .............................. 1856

Prince Hall Grand Lodge
of Ontario (Canada) ................................... 1856

Grand Lodge of Uruguay............................ 1856

Grand Lodge of Nebraska .......................... 1857

Grand Lodge of Argentina .......................... 1857

Prince Hall Grand Lodge
of Rhode Island .......................................... 1858

Grand Lodge of Washington ...................... 1858

Grand Lodge of the

Continued on Page 32 - Grand Lodge

The Regularity Problem

In Mexican Freemasonry

By RightWorshipful Oscar J. Salinas E.

Deputy Grand Master
Most Worshipful York Grand Lodge

of Mexico F. & A. M.

Brethren, I am afraid I have set myself a very hard task today, because I

am going to talk about the regularity problem in Freemasonry, and
particularly about the regularity problem in Mexican Freemasonry. This

is a very controversial issue, and I hope in judging my remarks that I can

count on you for more than a usual share of Masonic good will and charity.

As we all know the regularity and recognition of Grand Lodges are separate
but allied subjects. Unless a Grand Lodge is regular, it cannot be recognised.

Unless a Grand Lodge is recognised, its Brethren cannot (or should not)

be met as Freemasons by Brethren of regular and recognised Grand Lodges.

The “Basic Principles for Grand Lodge Recognition” were adopted by the
United Grand Lodge of England in 1929. This was a codification, and not

a statement of new principles. Eight principles are set out in the Book of

Constitutions, and restated in the Grand Lodge´s leaflet “Freemasonry´s

External Relations” To be eligible for recognition, a Grand Lodge must

a. Be regular in its origin.

Continued on Page 30 - Mexico
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The Doctrine of Exclusive

Territorial Jurisdiction:

What Does It Mean?

What Has it Caused?

Is It Useful?

by Paul M. Bessel(1)

(Please note that this

article was written on

December 28, 1998, and

some of the information

in it may be out of date.)

Introduction

To the extent that Masons are aware of the

"doctrine of exclusive territorial jurisdiction,"

most believe it means that there can only be one
regular, recognized Grand Lodge in each State of

the United States and in each other country, that

every lodge in any U.S. State or foreign country

must belong to the one Grand Lodge in that

jurisdiction, and that every regular Grand Lodge
adheres to this important policy and has done so

for a long time.

This belief has real results. For example, some

Masons believe that because of the doctrine of
exclusive territorial jurisdiction, it is not

Masonically legal for any Grand Lodge to

recognize a Prince Hall Grand Lodge, as there

would then be two recognized Grand Lodges in

the same state. Some also believe that this
doctrine prohibits any Grand Lodge from

recognizing two or more Grand Lodges in any

country, such as France where there are several

Grand Lodges, more than one of which is

"regular" in the sense of following the same basic
landmarks that we do.

However, according to expert Masonic authorities

the doctrine of exclusive territorial jurisdiction

does not mean what most Masons think it means.
It has never really been in full effect, certainly

not in the great majority of places around the

world, and not even in the United States. Yet the

existence of this doctrine, or of what Masons think

the doctrine is, causes problems and may be more
harmful than helpful. It has been in the process

of disappearing for a while, and it might be

helpful for Masonry as a whole to consider

whether it should or should not be adhered to

now, even in theory.

Non U.S. Grand Lodges with Lodges in Areas

Where they Recognize Local Grand Lodges.

Most Grand Lodges in the world take it for
granted that it is normal and Masonically

acceptable for any regular Grand Lodge to

recognize and charter Lodges in areas where other
Grand Lodges also recognize and charter Lodges,

and also to recognize two or more Grand Lodges

in the same geographical territory.

The most regular of regular Grand Lodges, the
United Grand Lodge of England, today (1997)

has chartered dozens of Lodges in several

provinces in Canada, Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay,

Chile, Portugal, several states in Australia, New

Zealand, South Africa, and Togo, at the same time
the UGLE recognizes Grand Lodges in each of

these countries and provinces. (2) Also, in

December 1994 the UGLE (United Grand Lodge

of England) officially recognized the Prince Hall

Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, at the same time
continuing its recognition of the A.F.& A.M.

Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, with the full

support of that Grand Lodge in Massachusetts. (3)

Neither the United Grand Lodge of England or

the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts felt that the
doctrine of exclusive territorial jurisdiction

prohibited this, or if they might have thought the

doctrine prohibited this action, they took it and

supported it anyway.

The Grand Lodges of Scotland and Ireland today

(1997) also have many lodges chartered under

them in countries, provinces, and states where

they also recognize local Grand Lodges.(4)

In the past, the Grand Lodge of Hamburg, in

Germany, instituted three lodges in New York,

and the Grand Orient of France chartered or

recognized lodges outside the local Grand Lodges

in Louisiana and Pennsylvania.(5)

However, in the United States, some still say that

the doctrine of exclusive territorial jurisdiction

means that "there can be but one recognized

Grand Lodge in a state and that it must have
exclusive territorial jurisdiction therein."(6)

The Doctrine of Exclusive Territorial

Jurisdiction in the United States

The concept of there being only one Grand Lodge

permitted in any geographical area is so much an

American one, not accepted by Masons anywhere

else, that it is sometimes called the "American

Doctrine." (7) But even here, it has often been
ignored.

A lodge in Indian Territory, now Oklahoma, that

was chartered by the Grand Lodge of Kansas

refused to join the Grand Lodge of Indian Territory
and apparently was permitted to remain with the

Grand Lodge of Kansas in violation of the doctrine

of exclusive territorial jurisdiction. The Grand

Lodge of Minnesota chartered two lodges in

Dakota Territory, one before and one after the

formation of the Grand Lodge there in 1875. The

Grand Lodge of Illinois refused for some time to

take jurisdiction over three lodges in its territory

that had been chartered by Pennsylvania,

Kentucky, and Tennessee, and the Grand Lodge
of Illinois allowed the Grand Lodge of Missouri

to revoke the charter of a lodge located in Illinois.

The Grand Lodge of Wisconsin issued a

dispensation for a lodge in Illinois, claiming the
right to do so because Illinois had not stopped

the Grand Lodge of Missouri from doing the same

thing in Illinois. The Grand Lodge of Missouri

chartered lodges in Illinois, and also kept two

lodges in New Mexico on its rolls even after it
recognized the Grand Lodge of New Mexico in

1877.(8)

An example of one lodge shows how Grand

Lodges have ignored the doctrine of exclusive
territorial jurisdiction whenever they wished.

Alexandria-Washington Lodge No. 22, then called

Alexandria Lodge and located in Virginia, was

chartered in 1783 by the Grand Lodge of

Pennsylvania, although the Grand Lodge of
Virginia had been founded in 1777, six years

earlier, had a Grand Master and other officers in

place, and was operating in a peaceful country

from 1783 through 1788, and met in November

1784, October 1785, October 1786, and October
1787, all during the time when Alexandria Lodge

continued to be chartered by the Grand Lodge of

Pennsylvania, and neither the Grand Lodge of

Pennsylvania nor the Grand Lodge of Virginia,

nor Alexandria Lodge, saw anything amiss or tried
to change the Grand Lodge affiliation of

Alexandria Lodge.(9)

Five years later, in 1788, Alexandria Lodge

surrendered its Pennsylvania Charter and
obtained one from the Grand Lodge of Virginia

(for reasons that had nothing to do with territorial

exclusivity, but Alexandria Lodge's question

whether the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania should

declare its independence from the Grand Lodge
of England merely because the United States had

won its independence)(10), but just 12 years later

in 1800 the city of Alexandria was no longer in

Virginia. The District of Columbia had then been

founded and it included Alexandria. In 1811 when
the Grand Lodge of DC was formed all the lodges

under the Grand Lodge of Maryland and Virginia

that were then in DC territory joined the Grand

Lodge of DC that covered their territory -- except

Alexandria Lodge, which insisted on remaining
with the Grand Lodge of Virginia even though it

was not located in Virginia.(11)  Again, it appears

that neither the Grand Lodge of DC nor the Grand

Lodge of Virginia objected to this apparent

violation of the doctrine of exclusive territorial
jurisdiction, which was undoubtedly promulgated

by that date. As with many things in Freemasonry,

we are not sure when the doctrine of exclusive

territorial jurisdiction began, but Coil's Masonic

Encyclopedia indicates that the Grand Lodge of

Continued on Page 34 - Exclusivity
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http://www.lodgeroomuk.com/sales/

Below is a small sampling of the extensive variety of Masonic items available at the Lodgeroom International

Store. In addition to regalia in Craft, Royal Arch, Provincial and Rose Croix, we also offer a large selection of

gifts, lodge room supplies, and printed materials, from rituals and administrative manuals to research to fiction.

Please visit The LodgeroomInternational Store for all your Masonic needs.

E-books available from most

authors.

Click here for Back issues:

If you would like the magazine

connection delivered to you on the

first of each month click the following

link:

ht tp : / /www.lodgeroomuk.net / /phpl is t s /
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http://www.sell-buy.net/cart/c25.html
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By Wr. John B. Williams,

President, Phylaxis Society

THE PHYLAXIS SOCIETY is an

international organization of

Prince Hall Freemasons who seek

more light and who have light to
impart. The Society provides a universal center

and bond of union for Prince Hall Freemasons

everywhere who desire to pursue the study of

Prince Hall Masonry, receive light and disperse

light. The Society will in no way interfere with
the legislative and ritualistic affairs of any

Masonic body.

The word PHYLAXIS is pronounced fi lak sis.

Phyl is Greek for tribe, clan, race, and is a kin to
the Greek word ‘phyein’ which means to bring forth

— more to be. The PHYLAXIS means to guard

and preserve. Symbolically we interpret it as to

bring forth more light in Masonry, and to guard

the Prince Hall Fraternity against its enemies,
using truth to preserve our Masonic heritage.

THE PHYLAXIS SOCIETY was designed to

create a bond of union for All Masonic writers

and to educate Universal Freemasonry to Prince
Hall Freemasonry.

The Society has become the leader in its

field: To encourage Prince Hall Masonic

Study and endeavour to stimulate the writing
of accurate and interesting Masonic articles

for our own publication. In this manner it will

foster the close, human relationship that is

the ideal of Freemasonry.

Qualification for Membership

Any Regular Master Mason may become a

member of the Phylaxis Society, and thus may

participate in all the Society’s activities. He must
be a member in good standing of a regularly

constituted Masonic Lodge.

Classes of Membership

Regular Member:

Regular Master Mason in good standing.

Fellows:

Regular members and subscribers who have been
honored by the Society for their outstanding

service to the Society and to Prince Hall Masonry,

and done original research.

Subscribers:
Persons or organizations who are otherwise

ineligible to become members, but who desire to

receive the material published by the Society.

Activities of the Phylaxis Society

The PHYLAXIS Magazine. One of the finest

publications in all of Freemasonry. A magazine

the members will find interesting and informative

Masonic reading. The members will also receive
information about current Masonic research

projects and are provided with an opportunity to

make contribution(s) to the magazine.

Notes, Queries and Information
of Masonic Interest

Space will be devoted in each issue of the

PHYLAXIS magazine to special Masonic studies,

Masonic curios, items of special interest
concerning Masonic history, biography, etc., and

other unusual Masonic data as listed, with the

request that members of the Society who have

additional information on any of these topics

communicate with the members who presented
the original item. This leads to many valuable

and interesting personal contacts and often to

lasting friendships.

Research on Bogus Masonry

History of the Non-Prince Hall Commission

Prince Hall Masonry has always been plagued

with groups within the Black Community
claiming to be Masonic. The Phylaxis Society has

since its formation, considered such groups a

direct threat to Prince Hall Freemasonry. The

Society’s First Vice- President, Zellus Bailey

would become the first Chairman of the Non-
Prince Hall Commission.  Robert A Simmons, the

Second Vice-President, would become the next

Chairman of the Non-Prince Hall Commission.

Paul V. Best, The executive Secretary of the
Phylaxis Society, organized the A.G. Clark

Chapter in Des Moines, Iowa. This new Chapter

was asked to take over the Non-Prince Hall

Commission.  They were asked to undertake the

task of learning the names and addresses of Bogus
African-American groups across the country,

using the name, “Mr. Phil Laxis” to collect their

newspapers, rituals and other materials. The

Society also considered having the Chapter join

the Universal league of Freemasons (U.L.F.), it
being felt that by doing so, the Society would have

greater access to the names and addresses of a

number of Non-Prince Hall Groups.

In 1983, the Society issued a Special March issue
of the Phylaxis on Clandestine and Bogus

Masonry with a brief review on a book, “History

of the National Grand Lodge” by Matthew Brock,

Past National Grand master of the Compact. This

special issue featured a cover drawn by Sherman
Brooks. The Illustration showed the veil lifted

from the Volume of Sacred Law and the Square

and Compass.

The Phylaxis Society invited Matthew Brock, Past
Grand Master of the National Grand Lodge to

the 13th Annual Session in Albuquerque, New

Mexico. The Society was anxious to have

someone from an organization not recognized by

Prince Hall Freemasonry, but in reality coming
from the same source, that is African Lodge

Number 459, and calling itself Prince Hall origin

instead of Affiliated to come and explain how it

continued its organization after all the State Prince

Hall Grand Lodges had withdrawn from it’s
“Compact.” Matthew Brock declined to do the

special workshop on the national grand lodge due

to poor health.

Continued on Page 27 - Phylaxis

Wr. John B. Williams, P.M.

President of the Phylaxis Society

 with the Original Charter
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Recognition

Procedures

By Most Worshipful Don Robey,

Past Grand Master

Grand Lodge of Virginia

I’m sure that many of you are

familiar with the book List of

Lodges, Masonic published each

year by the Pantagraph Printing Company which
contains the names of most of the regular Grand

Lodges in the world today. Under each Grand

Lodge heading is a list of the subordinate lodges

working under a charter of that Grand Lodge.

You, no doubt, have seen the Tiler look up, in
this book, the Lodge of an unknown visitor to see

if his Lodge is listed as a regular lodge.

Have you ever wondered why, in a fraternity such

as ours, that this procedure is even necessary?
Most Masons have a vague idea that not all

Lodges that claim to be Masonic are and the

members of some of these lodges are described

as irregular, unrecognized, or clandestine, or by

some other negative designation.  A Mason who
travels outside the United States and decides to

visit a Masonic lodge, soon learns that some

lodges are improper for him to visit.

Questions naturally come to mind as one asks
himself “why should such a situation exist?” ¾

“how did this come about?” ¾ “how is this matter

of regularity determined?”  An easy way to explain

regularity is to draw an analogy with the

relationship of nations toward one another. A
nation may exist, as a matter of fact, but if

diplomatic relations have not been established

with another nation, there can be no official

correspondence or regular dealing between them

or their citizens.

Generally speaking, this matter of regularity

exists because each Grand Lodge is independent

and has no direct legal relationship with any other

Grand Lodge except to the extent that it desires
to engage in such a relationship.  The regularity

of a Grand Lodge is established when steps are

taken which result in what is described as

“granting recognition to another Grand Lodge.”

Each Grand Lodge individually decides which
Grand Lodge it will recognize.  This is usually

done by the application of generally accepted

standards established over the years.

There is always the possibility that if these
standards are applied with too much laxity, or if

a Grand Lodge is recognized which clearly is not

entitled to be recognized, that other Grand Lodges

may withdraw their recognition of the offending

Grand Lodge.  This will be done to prevent the
members of the constituent Grand Lodge running

the risk of engaging in Masonic association with

irregular Grand Lodges.

Since no regular Grand Lodge wants to lose its

status with other regular Grand Lodge and thereby

place its members in an embarrassing position,
this standard acts as a strong incentive to be

careful in extending recognition to those Grand

Lodges that are not entitled to such recognition.

been developed to determine what Grand Lodges

are legitimate and entitled to recognition and,

thereby, to be classified as regular and legitimate.

Three basic tests are usually considered:

(1) The legitimacy of origin, meaning that the

Grand Lodge has been formed by at least

three regular Grand Lodges and has been

working for a number of years demonstrating
its adherence to the high standards of the

craft.

(2) That it is an independent and self-governing

organization having authority over an
established governmental territory, or shares

that territory with another Grand Lodge by

mutual consent.

(3) That the organization subscribes to the
Masonic landmarks, usages, and established

rituals of the craft.

In 1951 a Commission of Information for

Recognition was appointed by the Grand Master’s
Conference.  In 1956 there was published under

the auspices of this commission a book entitled

Grand Lodge Recognition from which much of

the information used in this article was obtained.

The purpose of this commission is to serve as a
guide to determine which Grand Lodges are

acceptable to be recognized, to serve as a

clearinghouse for information, and to establish

some uniformity in the tests to be used to

determine regularity and legitimacy.

Continued on Page 37 - Recognition

The procedural steps taken by a Grand Lodge to

be recognized is of practical importance because

this action establishes their regularity as well as
their own constituent lodges.  Usually the Grand

Lodge that desires to be classified as being regular

will take the first step and ask to be recognized.

When this has been done, it will supply certain

basic information about itself.  An investigation
usually follows, and sometimes specific questions

are asked to determine whether the Grand Lodge

meets the established norms.

The matter of determining whether a Grand Lodge
shall be recognized, thereby establishing its

regularity, did not emerge all at once, but was a

gradual development over many years.  Early in

our history, before the establishment of Grand

Lodges and the development of our present system
of creating new lodges by securing a charter from

a Grand Lodge, there existed lodges that are now

described as “time immemorial lodges.” These

Lodges were started informally and, after working

for a number of years, were considered regular
as a matter of custom.  But once the system of

securing charters was established, these “time

immemorial Lodges” took steps to secure charters

from a Grand Lodge and thus formally

establishing their regularity.

In the United States, over a period of years, a

doctrine of exclusive jurisdiction was developed,

beginning around the time of the War for

Independence and the formation of the Grand
Lodges in each of the new states.  Under this

doctrine only one Grand Lodge may legitimately

exist in a geographical area.  This rule has worked

well in the United States over the years and has

made for stability and order within the craft.

With the passage of time, certain basic tests have

He see’s us all, or he sees NONE of us.

LUX e Tenebris

Research

Chapter
The function of the research chapter is to foster

scholarly research in all aspects of Prince Hall

Freemasonry and to publish its transactions.
Papers presented before the chapter will be

published in the front portion of the transactions

and annotated as having been read with the date

read. All other papers will be printed in the second

portion of the transactions.

The director of the chapter will arrange with the

convention chairman to schedule meetings at the

annual session of the Phylaxis Society at which

time papers submitted for publication may be read
by the authors. The format for opening and

conducting this meeting is given in Article XXX

of the General Handbook of Instructions. The

program director is a member of the Council of

459 and as such will submit reports based on
guidelines issued by the President of the Council.
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The Original Prince Hall Charter
This is the text of the original charter Issued to
Prince Hall, Etc., on September 20, 1874 By

Thomas Hall, Earl of Effingham, Acting Grand

Master, The Grand Lodge of England.

Know all men by these presents:

Thus were we greeted by the Grand Lodge

of England, on the 20th day of September

A.L. 5784, A.D. 1784; the following said

Greeting and warranted 459, granted by

the Grand Lodge of England on petition

of Prince Hall, Boston Smith, Thomas

Sanderson, and several other Masons, of

Boston, constituting them into a regular

Lodge for Free and Accepted Masons.

To all and ever our Right Worshipful and

loving Brethren, we, Thomas Hall, Earl

of Effingham, Lord Howard, etc., etc.,

etc.; acting Grand Master under the

authority of His Royal Highness, Henry

Frederice, Duke of Cumberland, etc., etc.,

etc., Grand Master of the Most Ancient

and Honorable Society of  Free and

Accepted Masons, send Greetings:

Know ye, that we, at the humble petition of

our right trust and well beloved Brethren

Prince Hall, Boston Smith, Thomas

Sanderson, and several other Brethren

residing in Boston, New England, in North

America, do hereby constitute the said

Brethrren into regular Lodge of Free and

Accepted Masons, under the title or

denomination of the African Lodge, to be

opened in Boston aforesaid, and do further

at their petition hereby appoint the said

Prince Hall to be Master, Boston Smith,

Senior Warden, and Thomas Sanderson,

Junior Warden, for the opening of the said

Lodge, and for such further time only as shall

be thought proper by the Brethren thereof, it

being our will that this our appointment of

the above officers shall in no wise affect any

future election of officers of the Lodge, but

that such election shall be regulated

agreeably by such by-laws of said Lodge as

shall be consistent with the general laws of

the Society , contained in the Book of

Constitution and we hereby will require you,

the said Prince Hall, to take especial care

that all and everyone of said Brethren are,

or have been regularly made Masons, and

that they do observe, perform and keep all

the rules and orders contained in the Book

of Constitutions; and further, that you do,

from time to time, cause to be entered in a

book kept for the purpose, an account of your

proceedings in the Lodge, together with such

rules, orders, and regulations as shall be

made for the good government of the same;

that in no wise you will omit once in every

year to send to us, or our successors, Grand

Master, or to Roland Holt, Esq., our Deputy

Grand Master, for the time being, an

account in writing of your said proceedings

and copies of all such rules, orders and

regulations as shall be made as aforesaid,

together with a list of the members of the

Lodge, and such sum of money as may suit

the circumstances of the Lodge, and

reasonably be expected toward the Grand

Charity.

Moreover, we hereby will and require you

the said Prince Hall, as soon as conveniently

may be, to send an account in writing, of

what may be done by virtue of these presents.

Given at London under the hand and seal of

Masonry, this 20th day of September A.L.

5784 A.D. 1784.

By the Grand Master’s Command

Witness: Wm. White, G.S.

R. Holt, D.G.M
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The Masonic Manifesto

By Wr.Tim Bryce, PM

Editor, FREEMASONRY for The Next Generation

“People can be divided into three groups:

Those who make things happen,

those who watch things happen,

and those who wonder what happened.”

- John W. Newbern

INTRODUCTION

For a moment, imagine what it would be like to
live In a utopian world of Freemasonry: Our ranks

would swell with quality men, Lodges would

proliferate, and peace and harmony would reign

throughout the world. But, as we all know, the

state of Freemasonry is far from this; our numbers
have diminished, we are struggling financially,

members are apathetic, and our image with the

public is tarnished and lacks credibility. Why?

Because we have failed miserably to adapt to

changing times. How can we expect the world to
take Freemasonry seriously if we do not take

ourselves seriously? If we truly want to make the

world a better place, we must first get our own

house in order.

Whenever I consider the state of Freemasonry I

am reminded of the movie “No Time for

Sergeants” (1958, starring Andy Griffith) where

Will Stockdale (Grif fith) confounds Sergeant

King (Myron McCormick), a “lifer” pleased with
the ease and repetition of his path, who inevitably

counters with the line, “Don’t Make Waves.”

Frankly, the Sgt. Kings of the fraternity have

lulled us to sleep and seem to be more concerned

with chasing their next apron as opposed to
solving the problems of Freemasonry.

Back in the 1970’s, Bro. Gerald Ford was the

last U.S. President who had the courage to go

before the nation in his state of the Union address
and say in effect, “My fellow Americans, I am

afraid to tell you the State of the Union is not

very good.” It was honest, it was candid. But it

ultimately cost him his re-election

The lesson here is that people do not want to hear

the truth. They do not want to face reality. They

cannot deal with it. However, as Masons I would

like to believe we are strong enough to accept

the truth. And the truth is, the state of the
fraternity is not very good. If we can accept this,

we can then seek remedies to correct it. After all,

you cannot treat a patient if he doesn’t know he

is sick. Attacking symptoms with band-aid

solutions is simply not going to hack it anymore.
I am afraid we need to perform some surgery.

I chose the name “Masonic Manifesto” carefully,

because it grabs your attention, and accurately

reflects what I propose to describe. A “Manifesto”
is simply a public declaration of intention or of

principles; things that should be accomplished if

we want to move forward.

I am not one to criticize for the sake of criticism.
In fact, one of the things I preach in my consulting

practice is not to criticize unless you can offer

some sort of alternative. In other words, “Put up

or shut up.” I don’ t believe in destructive

criticism; I believe in constructive criticism. As
Brother Winston Churchill once said, “Any idiot

can see what’s wrong with something; but can

you see what’s right?”

For example, I do not believe you have the right
to criticize your country if you do not exercise

your basic right to vote. If you are not willing to

go down to the polling station and cast your vote,

don’t come whining to me about this country.

The Masonic Manifesto is simply a list of ideas

for how to improve the fraternity in no particular

order. Some items you might like, some you will

probably hate. This is based on my observations

as a Mason (both here in Florida and with all of
the other jurisdictions I am in touch with). It is

also based on my experiences as a management

consultant, and as someone who has participated

on over 30 Board of Directors for various non-

profit organizations. None of the items are
designed to violate the basic tenets of

Freemasonry. In anything, they would enhance

our purpose if implemented.

1. THINK OF FREEMASONRY ON A
GLOBAL BASIS

Masons have been meeting upon the level and

parting on the square well before the formation

of the Grand Lodge of England in 1717. The
invention of the Grand Lodge system was

inevitable as it afforded Masons a means to

administer Freemasonry on a consistent basis to

suit local geographical and cultural requirements.

Establishing Grand jurisdictions to conform with
political boundaries makes sense in that it allows

Masons to legally operate under the particular

laws of the state they are living. But where do

we ultimately owe our allegiance; to the Grand

Lodge where we took our obligation or to the
Brotherhood overall? Although there is probably

as many interpretations of Masonic ritual as there

are jurisdictions, all support the basic tenets of

Freemasonry: Friendship, Morality and Brotherly

Love. It is this basic underlying philosophy that
is too often forgotten. Instead, we have become

too territorial in nature and have trouble thinking

of Freemasonry for what it truly is, a universal

Brotherhood.

I am baffled by those Brothers who cannot think

of Freemasonry beyond the four walls of their
Lodge room, or beyond a district or Grand

jurisdiction. Are we too old or set in our ways

that we cannot learn a thing or two from our

neighbors, or they from us? Is there some Masonic

law prohibiting cooperation towards a common
endeavor? I think not.

Freemasonry is a special society separated by

jurisdictional walls which we have built

ourselves. Now is the time for us to find ways to
work together in a concerted effort as opposed to

autonomous units. Our strength lies in our unity,

not our division.

Devices such as “traveling gavels” are nice for
promoting visitations and understanding between

jurisdictions, but we need to think bigger, much

bigger. We should aspire to lead the world towards

peace and prosperity, but this can only happen if

we think globally as opposed to locally.

2. CREATE A WORLD CONGRESS OF

FREEMASONRY

In today’s global society, where communications
and transportation are no longer obstacles as they

were for our forefathers, the concept of

establishing a forum for grand jurisdictions to

meet and work together is the next logical step

towards unifying the fraternity.

A “World Congress of Freemasonry” should be

organized along the lines of the League of Nations

or the United Nations. True, there are elements

of this present, such as the upcoming World
Conference of Masonic Grand Lodges to be held

in November in Sydney, but I am talking about

establishing a more formal organization that

meets more frequently and routinely.

Such a Congress would have no direct authority

over a jurisdiction or Grand Master. In fact, the

Grand Master of the Jurisdiction would appoint

a formal representative to serve in this Congress,

a body that would do such things as:

• Establish standards for such things as

maintaining Masonic records, the preparation

of financial reports, and degree work.

• Establish the criteria for Grand Lodge

recognition. Further, any Grand Lodge

participating in this forum would have to

recognize all member Grand Lodges.

• Help reconcile disputes between Grand

Lodges.

• Design an overall framework to promote

charity and world peace, not world

Continued on Page 28 - Manifesto
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made by John Rowe of Boston, a Caucasian and

provincial Grand Master for North America,
holding authority from the premier Grand Lodge

of Freemasons, the Grand Lodge of England. He,

too, issued a permit authorizing African Lodge

No. 1 to appear publicly in procession as a

Masonic body for the purpose of celebrating the
Feast of Saints John and to bury its dead.

The Revolutionary War being over in 1783, Prince

Hall decided to approach England again to receive

a warrant of charter. On March 2, 1784, he wrote
a letter to William Moody, Worshipful Master of

Brotherly Love Lodge No. 55 in London, England.

He stated that “… the African Lodge had been in

operation for eight years and they had only “a

Permit to walk on St. John’s Day and to bury their
dead in manner and form” and he thought it “best

to send to the Fountains from whence he received

the Light for a Warrant.”

For some reason, this warrant or charter was
prepared but was not sent. Three years passed

yet the payment for it reportedly had not been

received in London. Prince Hall had sent it but it

had not been delivered. Finally, Prince Hall

carefully selected his messengers and asked
Captain James Scott, brother-in-law of Governor

John Hancock of Massachusetts, a signer of the

Declaration of Independence.

The Charter, signed by Deputy Grand Master
Roland Holt and witnessed by Grand Secretary

William White, reconstituted African Lodge No.

1 as African Lodge No 459 and thus began the

parallel lines of black and Caucasian

Freemasonry which continues to exist in
America. It was delivered in Boston on April

29, 1787 by Captain Scott, and under its

authority African Lodge No. 459 was organized

one week later, on May 6, 1787 and in 1791,

H.R.H., the Prince of Wales appointed Prince
Hall as a Provincial Grand Master.

Prince Hall acknowledged this receipt and added

in this letter to England, “By the grace of God, I

shall endeavor to fulfill all that is required of me

in the Charter and I shall make the Constitution

my guide.’ He added, “I hope we can adorn our

profession as Masons.” This Charter, under lock
and key, is in the possession of African Lodge of

Massachusetts. Some of us have seen it and

treasure it.

It is believed to be the only original charter issued
from the Grand Lodge of England which is now

in the possession of any lodge in the United States.

It is worth noting that recognition of this fact was

adopted in a unanimous report of a committee of

the historic Northern Jurisdiction in 1946 but it
was delayed by another committee’s action.

For nine years these brethren, with other free

black men who had received their degrees in

Europe, assembled together and enjoyed their
limited privileges as Masons, distressed that

Prince Hall’s attempts to formally associate

African Lodge with Caucasian (Provincial) Grand

Lodges were frustrated by bigotry and racism. It

was an ironic period in American history when
colonists embraced the doctrine of independence,

liberty, and equality to justify the revolt against

English rule while promoting and condoning the

economic and social exploitation of blacks

debased by slavery.

The Warrant to African Lodge No. 459 of Boston

is the most significant and highly prized

document known to the Prince Hall Mason

Fraternity . Through it, the Most Worshipful
Prince Hall Grand Lodges trace their legitimacy,

and on it more than any other factor, our case

for legitimacy rests.

African Lodges were constituted in Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, and New York. On June 24, 1791,

the African Grand Lodge of North America was

organized in Boston with Prince Hall as Grand

Master. This was one year before the organization

of the United Grand Lodge of Massachusetts
(Caucasian). In 1827, 45 years after the

(Caucasian) Grand Lodge of Massachusetts had

done so, African Lodge of Boston declared itself

independent of the Grand Lodge of England.

The questions of extending Freemasonry arose

when Absalom Jones of Philadelphia,

Pennsylvania appeared in Boston in 1791. He was
an ordained Episcopal priest and a Freemason

who was interested in establishing a Masonic

lodge in Philadelphia. In 1792 Black men come

from Providence, Rhode Island to Boston to

inquire about Freemasonry. They attended to hear
the charge by Prince Hall who, speaking of the

presence of these men, said, “My dear brethren

of Providence, who are at a distance from and

cannot attend this lodge but seldom.”

Freemasons in both places, made in England, the

West Indies or elsewhere, came to Boston to see

Prince Hall and suggested their cities as places

for lodges. At a subsequent assembly the African

Grand Lodge was formed in 1791 by delegations
from Philadelphia, Providence and New York in

a Grand Lodge assembly. Prince Hall was elected

Grand Master and remained in this office until

his death. African Lodge in Philadelphia, and

Hiram Lodge in Providence, came under his aegis
in 1797. With growth and expansion the

movement went west and south.

Prince Hall died on

December 4, 1807.
His successor was

Nero Prince who

sailed to Russia in

the year 1808,

George Middleton
succeeded him for

1809-1810, then

Peter Lew, Samuel

H. Moody and the

well known John T.
Hilton. It was Hilton

who recommended

adopting a

Declaration of

Independence from
the English Grand

Lodge in 1827—as

the Grand Lodge of

Massachusetts had

done in 1772—
thereby assuming the power and prerogatives of

an independent Grand Lodge.

When the United Grand Lodge of England

(UGLE) was formed in 1813, all U.S. based
Lodges were stricken from their rolls – due largely

to the U.S. and British War, 1812 to 1815. Thus,

separated from both UGLE and any concordantly

recognized U.S. Grand Lodge, African Lodge

retitled itself as the African Lodge, Number 1—
and became a de facto “Grand Lodge”. (This

Lodge is not to be confused with the various

Grand Lodges on the Continent of Africa). As with

the rest of U.S. Freemasonry, Prince Hall

Freemasonry soon grew, and organized on a Grand

Prince
Continued from Page 3
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Prince Hall’s Grave
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Lodge system for each state.

On November 7, 1828 Freedoms Journal, the first

Black newspaper, praised Prince Hall as “the

Founder of African Lodge of Boston, and for his

“work for the Grand Masonic Lodge.” The

heritage which Prince Hall left us has authentic
and factual goodness to us as Masons, and we go

forward distributed in 44 Grand Lodges, Eastern

Star, two Supreme Councils, Golden Circles,

Shriners, Daughters of Isis, Brother and Sisters

in the United States, the West Indies, Canada,
Liberia and West African, all doing a great work

and spreading a good cause in Masonry.

To all these and those who read this, we say as

Prince Hall said in 1797:

“Blessed be God, the Scene is Changed! They

now confess that God has no respect of

persons, and therefore receive them as

friends and treat them as brothers. Thus doth

Ethiopia stretch forth her hand from slavery

to freedom and equality.”

Upon Prince Hall’s death on December 4, 1807,

Nero Prince became Master. When Nero Prince
sailed to Russia in 1808, George Middleton

succeeded him. After Middleton, Petrert Lew,

Samuel H. Moody and then, John T. Hilton

became Grand Master.

It was typical thereafter for new lodges to be

established in this manner in those days.  The

African Grand Lodge was not organized until

1808 when representatives of African Lodge

#459 of Boston, African Lodge #459 of
Philadelphia and Hiram Lodge #3 of Providence

met in New York City. In 1827, Hilton

recommended a Declaration of Independence

from the English Grand Lodge.

Before 1815, exclusive territorial jurisdiction

was not an active and recognized doctrine of

English Masonic Custom. The African Lodge of

Boston exercised its right to establish other

Lodges, making itself a Mother Lodge, its
Master Prince Hall, having the authority to issue

warrants on the same basis as Masters of Lodges

in Europe.

The original charter of African Lodge of Boston
is in the possession of the Most Worshipful

Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Massachusetts and

is the only known original 18th Century Charter

in existence issued to any American Lodge by

the Grand Lodge of England. It proudly
represents the indisputable legitimacy and

regularity of 45 Prince Hall Grand Lodges and

their subordinate lodges and af filiated bodies.

In 1869 a fire destroyed Massachusetts’ Grand
Lodge headquarters and a number of its priceless

records. The Charter, in its metal tube, was in a

Prince
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Grand Lodge chest. The tube saved the Charter

from the flames but the intense heat charred it.

The Charter was saved when Grand Master S.T.

Kendall crawled into the burning building and
saved the Charter from complete destruction.

Thus a Grand Master ’s devotion and heroism

further consecrated this parchment to us, and added

a further detail to its history. The original Charter
No. 459 has long since been made secure between

heavy plate glass and is kept in a fire-proof vault

in a downtown Boston bank.

During 1947, in memory of Prince Hall, the
descendent Grand Lodges of African Grand

Lodge changed their names to “Prince Hall

Grand Lodge” with two exceptions. Widespread

segregation, in the 19th and early 20th century

North America, made it difficult for African
Americans to join Lodges outside of Prince Hall

jurisdictions—and impossible for inter -

jurisdiction recognition between the parallel

U.S. Masonic authorities.

At present, Prince Hall Grand Lodges are

recognized by some UGLE Concordant Grand

Lodges and not by others, but appear to be

working toward full recognition, with UGLE and

the majority of US Grand Lodges granting at
least some degree of recognition. There are a

growing number of both Prince Hall Lodges and

non-Prince Hall Lodges that have ethnically

diverse membership.

Today, throughout the world, there are 43 “Most
Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodges”, some

5000 subordinate Lodges and more than 300,000

Prince Hall Masons.
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Prince
Continued from Previous Page

adopted by our Grand Lodge. The Prince Hall

Grand Lodge in Virginia has made it clear that
they do request recognition by our Grand Lodge.

Even if they had not, several other Grand Lodges

have recognized Prince Hall Grand Lodges that

did not request recognition, and that were older

than the ones being recognized. These include
the Grand Lodges of Rhode Island, Connecticut,

Nebraska, Hawaii, and others. Our Grand Lodge

has the authority to recognize any Grand Lodge

we wish to recognize, if we find that to be in the

best interests of the Craft.

If there are some differences between Prince

Answers
Continued from Page 7

Hall and us, should we still recognize them?

The Masonic ritual, rules, and practices of Prince

Hall Masonry are compatible with ours. Masonic

of ficials in U.S. Grand Lodges that have
recognized Prince Hall Grand Lodges and

observed their ritual and Masonic practices tell

us that Prince Hall Masonic ritual, rules, and

practices are very similar to ours. They report that

Prince Hall Masons are even more concerned with
ritual excellence than many of those who are

already recognized, and even some in our own

Grand Lodge. There are no more differences

between Masonic practices in our Grand Lodge

and in Prince Hall Masonry than there are
between our Grand Lodge and any of the other

50 U.S. Grand Lodges, and all the foreign ones,

that we already recognize.

Masons from the jurisdictions that we have long

recognized, and that now recognize Prince Hall

Masonry, report that Prince Hall Masonry and

its Grand Lodges and Lodges are just as free from

partisan politics and sectarian religion as are our
Grand Lodge and the other U.S. Grand Lodges

that we recognize.

Isn’t there more than one Prince Hall, or

Black, Grand Lodge in each state? Which
should be recognized?

There is only one recognized and official Prince

Hall Grand Lodge in Virginia and each other

State. Even though many States and
Commonwealths, including Virginia, have more

than one predominately black Masonic Grand

Lodge, there is a Conference of Prince Hall Grand

Masters that investigates and determines which

is the official and regular Prince Hall “Affiliation”
Grand Lodge in each State.

There is only one such Prince Hall Grand Lodge

in each State. There are many predominately

Black Grand Lodges in almost all the 31 States
where Prince Hall Masonry has already been

recognized by our sister Grand Lodges, and they

have not had any difficulty recognizing the one

official Prince Hall Grand Lodge in their States.

As we have recently found even in our own
jurisdiction, there sometimes is more than one

“white” Grand Lodge in a jurisdiction, and that

does not prevent all other Grand Lodges from

recognizing ours as the one that is official.

Doesn’t Prince Hall have different rules about

membership in more than one lodge?

Prince Hall Masonry’s rules against dual or plural

membership are not different from those of some
Grand Lodges that we have long recognized. For

example, the Grand Lodge of West Virginia

requires that its members belong to only one

Lodge, so even though we recognize that Grand

Lodge, its members cannot affiliate with any

Continued on Next Page - Answers
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Lodge in Virginia. The same would be true of

Prince Hall Masons if we recognize their Grand
Lodge in the same manner that we currently

recognize the Grand Lodge of West Virginia.

As long as the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of

Virginia maintains its policy against dual or plural
membership, and that is likely to remain in force,

it will not be possible for any of its members to

petition for membership in any of our Lodges,

just as a West Virginia Mason cannot do that

either. Visitations could take place, and there
might be joint meetings, but there would not be

dual or plural memberships.

If we recognize Prince Hall, who will speak

for Masonry in Virginia? Will there be other
changes in our Grand Lodge and our lodges?

Our Grand Lodge will speak for our lodges and

members, and the Prince Hall Grand Lodge will

speak for its lodges and members, just as we both
have done for centuries. Almost nothing will

change, except that Masons in our lodges who

wish to visit a Prince Hall lodge will be permitted

to do so, and vice versa. Even then, it is likely

that as a matter of courtesy visitors will make
advance arrangements to insure that everyone is

comfortable with such visits. Otherwise, our

Grand Lodge and lodges will continue to operate

without any change that will be noticed by anyone.

Are there other reasons not to recognize Prince

Hall Masonry? Are there reasons to do it?

There are no other valid arguments not to

recognize the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of
Virginia, and there are good reasons to do so.

Since the reasons that have in the past been raised

against recognition of Prince Hall Masonry (such

as questions about regularity and exclusive

territorial jurisdiction) have been shown to be
invalid, it is difficult to imagine any valid Masonic

reasons — compatible with Masonry’s teachings

of the brotherhood of all men under the fatherhood

of God — that might be raised against recognition

of Prince Hall Masonry. On the other hand, if our
Grand Lodge does recognize Prince Hall Masonry,

that will bring us in line with the majority of U.S.

Grand Lodges, the United Grand Lodge of

England, and many other Grand Lodges in the

world. It will extend the hand of fraternal
fellowship to Brother Masons who practice

Masonry as we do, and whose history and

traditions are as long and honorable as our own.

Most importantly, if  our Grand Lodge
recognizes Prince Hall Masonry, it will prove

to all, non-Masons as well as our Brethren, that

we truly believe what we say in our ritual, that

Masonry looks at the internal characters of

men, not the external characteristics such as
color , and that Freemasonry is a force for

Brotherhood in the world.

Why should I believe any of this? Where can

the facts be checked?

There are books, Masonic magazine articles, and

other places where you can check all these facts,
and not just believe what others tell you. The other

“white” Grand Lodges that have investigated

Prince Hall Masonry have written reports, in their

Proceedings, and you can read these reports in

the library of the Grand Lodge of Virginia in
Richmond, or the library of the George

Washington Masonic National Memorial. These

libraries also have books and research articles

that give all the facts about Prince Hall Masonry

and all the other subjects mentioned above. You
are welcome, and encouraged, to read and

research this subject yourself.

Copyright © 1998-2006 by Paul M. Bessel - all

rights reserved. Reprinted
with permission.
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members thereof not to be Masons ... the

Grand Lodge of xxx ... most strongly

disapprove and condemn in the strongest

terms available that action of any other

Grand Lodge that may hereafter extend

fraternal recognition to any Prince Hall

affiliate organization at any time and

anywhere located ... any contact or

communication whatsoever between a xxx

Mason ... and any Lodge under the

jurisdiction of any Grand Lodge that does

now or may hereafter make any fraternal

recognition of any Prince Hall affiliate

organization, or between a member of any

Lodge under the jurisdiction of such a Grand

Lodge ... shall be cleared through the ...

Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of xxx

... and approved by the Grand Master of

Masons in xxx, on a case-by-case basis.”

So, according to this Grand Lodge, you are a Mason

as long as you are white… Some of these Grand

Lodges make the, weak, argument that Prince Hall

is not regular Masonry because of its provenance.
However, a cursory review of the facts of the matter

show the African Lodge #459 to have been legally

charted by a Traveling Military Lodge under charter

from the Grand Lodge or Ireland with the authority

to grant charters. Prince Hall also petitioned, and
received, from the Grand Lodge of England a charter

to operate, AND TO CHARTER LODGES.

When the Grand Lodge of England withdrew all

charters to American Lodges, the lodges under
charter to African Lodge #459 held a convention

and formed the African Grand Lodge. The African

Grand Lodge was later renamed in honor of the

man who was a primary force in its growth, Prince

Hall, so today we have a system of Prince Hall
Grand Lodges, all tracing their provenance back

through African Lodge #459 to a legal charter

Map
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from the Grand Lodge of England, and further

back to the Grand Lodge of Ireland.

The fact is, the African Grand Lodge (Most

Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge) predates
the antecedents of most existing grand lodges

today. That original charter is still on display at

the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of

Massachusetts once per year.

Then, as we look at the map, we see among the

states that do not recognize the legitimacy of the

Prince Hall Masonry to be many of those that

were members of the Confederacy, where a war

was fought, in part, to end slavery. Is this a
coincidence? This author will not go so far as to

stipulate cause and effect, but a brother has to

wonder. Why is it the Red Grand Lodges are from

those southern states? The rest of the COUNTRY,

including this year, the Grand Lodge of Texas, at
least extend recognition.

This situation needs to be remedied, but how can

it be fixed from outside those states, and more

importantly, should it? Each grand lodge is
sovereign unto itself. This was settled in the late

1700’s when Wr. George Washington was offered

the position of Grand Master of the United Grand

Lodge of the United States, and rejected the idea.

The whole concept of a single, overarching United
Grand Lodge of the United States died early on

in our history. The idea of a United Grand Lodge

of America is occasionally revisited, though never

very seriously.

As American’s, we value our independence. We

value it so much that a doctrine has emerged in

the United States (and is not so much observed)

called Exclusive Territorial Jurisdiction.

Some who are opposed to recognizing Prince Hall

Freemasonry sometimes say they are opposed

because of the doctrine of exclusive territorial

jurisdiction; because, they say, is it not possible

to have more than one recognized Grand Lodge
in any state. Some say this in good faith, and some

might say this to hide other reasons for opposing

Prince Hall recognition.

Freemasonry’s ritual teaches the importance of
honesty in all our dealings in the world,

particularly with brother Masons. Therefore, it

is important to eliminate any confusion about

whether or not it is possible under Masonic law

to recognize a Grand Lodge in the same state or
territory as another Grand Lodge, or to accept

the lodges under that Grand Lodge as being just

as regular as ours. There is no question that the

doctrine of exclusive territorial jurisdiction does

not prevent this from happening, and there is
nothing at all improper or irregular in those Grand

Lodges in states and countries that have

recognized Prince Hall or other Grand Lodges in

the same places where other recognized Grand

Lodges exist.
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There is also nothing in the doctrine of exclusive

territorial jurisdiction that would in any way
hinder the Grand Lodge of any state in the United

States from, for example, recognizing the Grand

Lodge of France at the same time that the National

Grand Lodge of France is also recognized, or from

changing the situation where the United Grand
Lodge of England, on the one hand, and all the

United States Grand Lodges, on the other hand,

recognize different Grand Lodges in Italy and

of France by the Grand Lodge of Minnesota. The

Grand Lodge de France has been considered

clandestine because they recognize the Grand

Oriente Of France, which has mixed member

lodges, women’s lodges, and does not require a
profession of a belief in a deity to become a

Mason. Almost immediately upon recognizing the

regularity of the Grand Lodge Du France, United

States Grand Lodges began withdrawing their

recognition of the Grand Lodge of Minnesota.

As Wr. Tim Bryce notes in Recognizing Prince

Hall Masonry: To Be or Not To Be:

Greece. Each one could recognize both of the

Grand Lodges in those countries, if they wished
to. ~ Paul Bessel~

The concept of Exclusive Territorial Jurisdiction

is so quintessentially American an idea that

outside the United States it is referred to as the
“American Doctrine”. There is nothing in

Masonic tradition that includes the concept which

it seems, was created out of whole cloth. However

the “American Doctrine” came about, it gave

“mainstream” grand lodges an excuse to consider
a Prince Hall lodges as clandestine and irregular,

where the exact opposite is true.

This left African American men on the horns of a

dilemma: They could not join a mainstream lodge
because of racism, but if they joined an African

lodge, they would be treated as clandestine and

irregular. Either way, they would not be

recognized as regular Masons by their brother

Masons. Their choice was one of: Give up
Freemasonry or become an “irregular” Mason.

Tough choice. Thankfully, many men chose to be

considered irregular and to pursue Freemasonry.

The list of good men that chose freemasonry is a

long and illustrious one, with Medger Evers,
General Colin Powell, and Justice Thurgood

Marshal as just a few.

Exclusive Territorial Jurisdiction is ingrained in

freemasonry today, at least in the United States,
and it is unlikely that it can be addressed simply

or easily. There is, however, a recent example of

other grand lodges influencing the behavior of

another grand lodge using recognition.

Strangely enough, this issue comes from the

recognition of the Regularity of the Grand Lodge

…A few years ago the Grand Lodge of Minnesota
created a stir in the fraternity when it recognized

the Grand Lodge of France which was considered

clandestine by many grand jurisdictions.

Consequently, many jurisdictions rescinded their

recognition of the Grand Lodge of Minnesota until
they finally revoked recognition of France. Using

this same logic, if the opposing jurisdictions truly

consider Prince Hall Masonry as clandestine, they

should revoke recognition of all grand

jurisdictions that recognize Prince Hall (including
the UGLE). Failure to do so is hypocrisy. This of

course won’t happen as the failing to conform

jurisdictions would face isolation in a remarkably

similar fashion as the southern states did in the

American Civil War.

If any grand lodge in the United States were to

remove its requirement that a candidate

acknowledge a faith in god, or allow women as

members, the other 50 grand lodges in the United
States (AT LEAST) would withdraw their

recognition. That Grand Lodge would be declared

to be clandestine and irregular in their practice

before the ink on their statement changing their

practices had time to dry. However, it is not the
purpose or intent of this article to suggest or

recommend a course of action.

Not injure a brother in his person or good name…

There may be brothers in these grand lodges that

have not taken a stand against this practice of

ignoring our Prince Hall brothers because they

do not know about the issue of their non-

recognition, or because there are other issues
before them, or because it does not affect them.

It is Masonic not to injure a brother (or grand

lodge) in his person or good name, but it is time

we let them know about the issue.

This is more than an issue of fraternal recognition.

It is about believing and practicing the tenets ALL

masons swear an obligation to uphold. It is about
extending our beliefs (and our hearts and hands)

to all men of all races, creeds and colors. In these

times of geopolitical turmoil is time to put aside

our petty differences and focus on important

issues.  Mason’s have, and will, continue to affect
change in our country. We are the leaders of our

communities.

We’re watched and looked up to as role models

and persons to emulate. If a man rejects another
man because of the color of his skin we should

stand and Americans for justices and equality.

And if a mason refuses to extend the hand of

fellowship to another man because of the color

of his skin then we must take the time to whisper
good counsel in his ear.

Its time we stopped waiting on each other. Some

GLs have stated they are waiting for the Prince

Hall Grand Lodge to ASK for recognition. That
should not be a condition or necessary. As

brothers, we should unilaterally extend the hand

of friendship, for that is what is RIGHT.

The whole map should be blue, for we are either
all brothers before god, or none of us. By the

exercise of brotherly love, the very least we can

do is extend our hand to our brothers and unite

as the freemasons we all are… regardless of race,

creed, religion or national origin.

So mote it be.

Regularity
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each Grand Lodge is sovereign, it decides for

itself which Grand Lodges it will recognize and

which it will not.

When two Grand Lodges share recognition, their
members are permitted to visit one another and,

in most cases, hold membership in lodges of both

jurisdictions if they so desire. The only Brethren

permitted to visit our lodges are those from

Masonic jurisdictions recognized by the Grand
Lodge of California. It is the responsibility of the

Master, or his designee, to make this

determination and to ensure that all visiting

Masons are from a lodge under a recognized

Grand Lodge.

The book List of Lodges Masonic is published

annually and includes a comprehensive list of

every Grand Lodge and their constituent lodges

recognized by the Grand Lodge of California.
Every lodge Secretary should have a copy of this

book in his office.

WOMEN AND FREEMASONRY

Continued on Next Page - Regularity
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When Masonry was operative, the masons were

all men, and as the Craft became a fraternity its
membership continued to be male. This practice

has continued down through the years. Some

Masonic organizations do admit women, but they

are not recognized by the Grand Lodge of

California. In California, women are included in
the family of recognized Freemasonry through

concordant Bodies, such as the Order of the

Eastern Star, the Order of Amaranth, and others.

PRINCE HALL MASONRY

In 1783, a free black man named Prince Hall was

made a Mason in Massachusetts by a traveling

Irish military lodge. Hall wished to form a lodge

but was denied dispensation by the Grand Lodge
of Massachusetts. He sent his petition to the

Grand Lodge of England, and after 12 years, he

received a charter for African Lodge No. 459 on

their rolls. This lodge eventually led to the first

“Prince Hall” Grand Lodge. Since that time,
Prince Hall Grand Lodges have spread across this

country, much like mainstream Grand Lodges. For

200 years, these Grand Lodges were unrecognized

and considered irregular. It is only very recently

that Prince Hall Masonry has started to be
accepted by the mainstream.

It should be understood that the separation

between Prince Hall Masonry and mainstream

Masonry was not entirely one-sided. Prince Hall
Masons are justifiably proud of their Masonic

heritage, and there was some concern on their

part that recognition would lead to problems for

their jurisdictions. However, there can be no

doubt that racism played a large part in the gulf
between mainstream Freemasonry and Prince

Hall Freemasonry.

In 1989, the United Grand Lodge of England

extended recognition to the Prince Hall Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts. Connecticut and

Massachusetts soon followed with recognition of

their own. Since that time, many Prince Hall and

mainstream Grand Lodges have extended

recognition to one another. As of 2005, 32 of 51
mainstream Grand Lodges were in fraternal

accord with their Prince Hall counterparts. The

Grand Lodge of California recognized the Prince

Hall Grand Lodge of California and Hawaii, Inc.

at its 1995 Annual Communication. We are now
permitted to visit their lodges, and they are

permitted to visit ours, without restriction. Dual

membership is not permitted, however, because

Prince Hall Masonic Code expressly prohibits their

members from joining lodges outside their
jurisdiction. The Grand Lodge of California is also

in fraternal accord with the Prince Hall Grand Lodge

of Oregon, Hawaii, Pennsylvania, and Washington.

OTHERS

There are other rites, degrees, and organizations

one may join upon becoming a Master Mason,

depending on one’s interests in charity,

fellowship, or further Light in Masonry.

California has four research lodges, each of which

is dedicated to promoting scholarly Masonic study
and discussion. The Philalethes Society is an

international organization of Masonic research

and offers members a quarterly publication, The

Philalethes magazine, which includes Masonic

information from around the world.

The Societas Rosicruciana in Civitatibus Foederatis

(the Masonic Rosicrucian Society of the United

States) is an invitational Body open to Master

Masons. It is considered to be more esoterically
inclined. The Allied Masonic Degrees is another

invitational Body open to Royal Arch Masons. It is

a collection of various degrees and the members

often engage in scholarly research and discussion.

The Order of the Eastern Star, Order of the

Amaranth, and the White Shrine of Jerusalem are

popular concordant Bodies which admit both men

and women. Often, they provide the chance for a

husband and wife to share in the fraternal
experience together. There are also three Masonic

youth orders in California, which include boys

and girls (and young men and young women) in

the family of Freemasonry: The International

Order of DeMolay for Boys, the International
Order of Job’s Daughters, and the International

Order of Rainbow for Girls.

Each of these appendant and concordant Bodies

is an important part of the larger family of
Freemasonry in California, and each must obey

the rules and regulations of the Grand Lodge.
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Brother Stephen Hill, FPS., of California ran the

commission from 1994 until 2000. Under his
directorship a newsletter was established and sent

to all of the Grand Lodges and Grand Masters.

Due to fraternal recognition, it was advised to

change the name from Non-prince Hall
Commission to Unrecognized Commission. After

much thought and bringing brothers on board with

certain expertise on the subject, it was decided

to change the name of the Commission to, The

Phylaxis Society’s Commission on Bogus
Masonic Practices.

The Phylaxis Society has always been alarmed

at this threat to Prince Hall Freemasonry and

continues to maintain a Commission to identify
these many groups in the Black Community, and

publishing a listing of them that are sent to the

various Prince Hall Grand Lodges or the

Conference of Prince Hall Grand Masters.

 (This history was compiled by Bro. Stephen Hill,

FPS. (Ca),  from the book, “Prince Hall’s Mission:

The Rise of the Phylaxis Society, By Bro. Joseph

A. Walkes, Jr.)

Certificate of Literature.

Each year the member who writes the article

judged to be a Masterpiece, published in the

PHYLAXIS magazine during the year, is awarded
the “Certificate of Literature.” This award not only

encourages better writing, but will add incentive

to more research into Prince Hall Masonry.

Ira S. Holder, Sr., F.P.S. Certificate of Literature
is awarded to those who write “Masterpieces”

on Prince Hall Freemasonry, and are not members

of the Prince Hall fraternity.

Jno. G. Lewis, Jr., F.P.S. Medal of Excellence
awarded annually to the most outstanding Master

Mason in Prince Hall Freemasonry.

Dr. Charles H. Wesley, F.P.S. Medal of History

awarded annually for the best written article on
Prince Hall Masonic History.

Lux e Tenebris Research Chapter

Lux e Tenebris Research Chapter is a unique
chapter that researches all aspects of Freemasonry

and publishes its transaction of papers written

by, and critiqued by its members.

The Phylaxis Masonic Hall of Fame honors
all “regular” Freemasons of the past who

have contributed outstanding service to

Prince Hall Freemasonry.

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP In a “nutshell”

Continued on Next Page - Phylaxis
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domination. Each Grand Lodge has its own

local charities, but, instead, a global and

centralized relief effort would be able to

more effectively support relief efforts such

as the tsunami disaster of last year. This
would be akin to something like the Masonic

Service Association of North America, but

on a global scale.

Bottom-line, the intent here is to establish a voting
body to help formulate global policy and support

member Grand Lodges.

Manifesto
Continued from Page 17
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here are the benefits of Membership in the

Phylaxis Society:

• Receipt of all material published by the Soci-

ety, including the PHYLAXIS magazine,
(there will be no advertising allowed).

• The privilege of participating in the work of

the Society.

• An opportunity to correspond and exchange

ideas and material with Masonic students

throughout the world.

• An opportunity to publish the results of your

personal Masonic research and study.

• An opportunity to find answers to your questions.

• Opportunity to become one of a rare group of

15 (Fellows).

OUR FELLOWS (Actual & Honorary)

The PHYLAXIS Society has numbered among

its Fellows some of the most outstanding students

and thinkers within Freemasonry. These will be

the brethren who have built the PHYLAXIS
Society to the highest status of Prince Hall

Masonic usefulness. Honorary Fellows are

awarded to those who have contributed time to

the Society.

HOW TO BECOME A MEMBER

Membership and subscribership by written

application, which must have the

recommendation of a member of the PHYLAXIS
Society in good standing, and forwarded to the

Financial Secretary .  Upon receipt your

application will be voted on by the Executive

Committee. (Subscribers needs no

recommendation but must complete application.)
It is your responsibility to keep the Financial

Secretary informed of all address changes.

Membership is open to all regular Freemasons.

An application for membership can be found in
this publication on page 14.

3. DEVELOP A GLOBAL INFORMATION

SYSTEM FOR FREEMASONRY

As a systems consultant, I am appalled at what I

see in the administration of Grand Lodges and
Blue Lodges. Not only are our information

systems horribly antiquated, they lack consistency

from Blue Lodge-to-Blue Lodge, Blue Lodge-to-

Grand Lodge, and Grand Lodge-to-Grand Lodge.

Instead of devising a standard and consistent
system that can be universally applied, Grand

Lodges keep reinventing the wheel at incredible

costs. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure

out the administration of our Lodges, Grand or

Blue; we need to know about:

Grand Lodges - jurisdiction, contact and address

data, legal governmental definition, of ficers,

areas/zones/districts, local Masonic laws, history.

Grand Lodge administration - payroll, accounts

receivable, accounts payable, inventory,

membership, banking/investments, budgeting,

charities, home/hospital administration, etc.

Blue Lodges - jurisdiction, contact and address

data, officers, legal governmental definition,

bylaws, history , dues, inventory, banking/

investments, budgeting.

Members - status, contact and address data,

events (e.g., degrees, offices held, awards, etc.),

skills inventory.

Miscellaneous - news, schedules, projects,
charities, job portal.

Not only would such a system reduce our

administrative burdens, it would be viewed as

a vital communications link between Grand
Lodges, Blue Lodges, members, and the outside

world. Of course, security/privacy precautions

would have to be implemented to safeguard

unauthorized access to data, but this is simple

to do. Even the Shrine has a central location for
such processing.

Imagine: the ability to verify a member’s status

regardless of the jurisdiction; to communicate

between jurisdictions; to report sickness and
distress wherever it occurs; to have a common

and consistent approach shared by all; quite

simply, it would be mind-boggling. It would

greatly reduce the financial burden for

administering records at both the Grand Lodge
and Blue Lodge level, yet bring a level of

consistency never dreamt possible.

It is certainly feasible to do all of this.

Establishing a universal system architecture
shouldn’t be too hard to figure out. There is also

some slick technology now available to make

all of this happen. What makes this viable though

is for us, as Freemasons, to implement it on a

global basis. Allowing our lodges to work more
productively can have a dramatic ef fect on our

ability to act as Freemasons.

4. IMPROVE COMMUNICATIONS WITH

THE WORLD

To improve publicity and public relations we have

to move from a reactive position of
communicating to a pro-active approach. Only in

this way, can we begin to overcome the

misconceptions of the fraternity, enlighten the

public, and attract new members. Although there

are instances where it is necessary to protect the
anonymity of our membership, a lot of our work

is certainly newsworthy. And we cannot be leaders

if the world doesn’t know anything about us. To

this end, I propose a centralized Masonic news

agency who can plug into the world news outlets
and spread our word. I am not talking about a

global newspaper/magazine, although I am sure

this wouldn’t hurt, but rather a news organization

that gathers and distributes news and

announcements in the same manner as the
Associated Press or United Press International

(which we should join as well).

A standard and consistent approach for

distributing news could greatly dispel the myths
surrounding us, and provide the press with a

single outlet to obtain news on the fraternity.

5. IMPROVE IMAGE WITH THE PUBLIC

The distribution of Masonic news can certainly

help in public relations, but a more personal touch

is needed for people to see Freemasons up close

and personal and to dispel any misconceptions

about our intentions. To this end, I propose that
every Blue Lodge ally itself with at least one non-

profit organization and take an “active” role in

that organization, be it a school, or civic/volunteer

organization (such as a local chamber of

commerce, Little League, library, scouting, meals
on wheels, etc.). I am not suggesting engaging in

local government or politics, but rather to select

a high profile cause that would give us visibility.

This would demonstrate our leadership abilities

and help spread the word of Masons.

I also have no problem with performing joint

ventures with like-minded organizations, such as

the Oddfellows, Knights of Columbus, Rotary,

Lions, Elks, Jaycees, etc. Again, this would help
dispel misconceptions about Freemasonry while

performing some much needed work.

6. IMPROVE FINANCIAL REPORTING

Grand Lodge officers have a fiduciary

responsibility to its membership to accurately

report all income and expenses in a consistent

and timely manner. Such reporting must come

with the approval of an audit committee, either
in-house or independent. This is no different than

how a corporation has to report to its shareholders.

Failure to do so, only casts suspicions on our

Grand Lodge officers.



Freemasonry:  Its  not about me  changing them ,  I ts  about me changing me.

Lodgeroom In t e rna t i ona l  Magaz ine

2929292929

Continued on Next Page - Manifesto

Manifesto
Continued from Previous Page

7. EMPOWER THE BLUE LODGE

I am a firm believer that the Blue Lodge should

be allowed to make more decisions at the local

level. For example, although I am not

necessarily a fan of it, I believe the decision

for holding a one-day class is the responsibility
of the Blue Lodge, not the Grand Lodge. As

long as the Blue Lodge doesn’ t violate any

governmental laws, rules or regulations, I have

no problem with the Blue Lodge soliciting

funds from the public or serving alcohol on its
premises.

Many Lodges feel paralyzed because they live

in fear of the Grand Lodge. Such gridlock

frustrates and inhibits Freemasons and is the
root cause for creating apathy. Instead, the

emphasis should be on simplifying Blue Lodge

life as opposed to creating overhead or other

burdens.

In other words, I believe it is time we got the

Grand Lodge off the back of the Blue Lodges

(Gee, I guess I sound a little like Ronald Reagan

here). We need fewer bureaucratic rules and

more Freemasonry.

I do not suggest the Grand Lodge’s role is

insignificant, far from it. It is important but I

believe we have gone overboard. I see the

Grand Lodge’s role as one of providing
administrative support; as well as guidance and

leadership. To illustrate, I believe the lion’s

share of proposed legislation should come from

those who are more intimate with such things

as charity, finances, membership, etc. If our
Grand Lodge of ficers are only going to

administer what we currently have and lack the

foresight of where we should be going, then

we have some serious leadership problems.

8. PROMOTE BROTHERHOOD OR

“HELP A BROTHER”

A couple of years ago, there was a fine article

written in the “Empire State Mason” by the
Grand Secretary describing how we, as Masons,

have to learn to take care of ourselves; that

charity begins at home. Good point. Such

initiatives as the Florida Skills Inventory, and

the Freemasons Job and Service Portal are
small steps in the right direction. The more we

can help our Brothers succeed in life, the more

they will be able to help the fraternity in return.

But let’s take it another step forward; how
about establishing a general fund to help

Brothers in distress? Further, if we organized

ourselves properly, we could also establish

insurance plans for our members and a credit

union. Again, our strength is in our numbers
and such devices can only be created if we pool

our resources on a global basis.

9. REVAMP OUR ELECTORAL

PROCESS

Anyone who believes there are no politics in

Freemasonry is taking it in the arm. In fact, we
have the worst kind of politics: gossip, rumor

mills, and good old fashioned arm twisting. So

much so, I believe our approach to electing

officers is detrimental to the fraternity. It should

come as no surprise that many Grand
jurisdictions now suffer from political machines

where the cream doesn’t necessarily rise to the

top. Consequently, the talented men we

desperately need to lead us are going elsewhere.

I am not a believer of the concept of “progressing
through the chairs.” Only the most qualified

should progress.

Our electoral process doesn’t have to be this way.

Some simple, common-sense solutions are
available to change this and help put the right men

in the right chairs. For example, nominations,

position papers, debates, questions and answers,

proficiency tests, etc. should be included in our

electoral process at both the Blue Lodge and Grand
Lodge levels. Without such processes, we are left

with political machines, certainly not an intelligent

way for electing officers.

One area I would have a problem with though is
expending money on campaign advertising (e.g.,

published ads, buttons, pins, etc.); frankly, I think

we can make better use of our money helping the

needy, than spending it on campaign advertising.

10. LODGE MERGERS/

CONSOLIDATIONS

If your Lodge has less than 300 members AND

if your average attendance is less than 10% of
your membership, then your Lodge is probably

recycling Past Masters, your membership is

declining, and your meetings are about as

interesting as watching grass grow. If this

scenario is true, some serious thought should
be given to either merging your Lodge with

another or consolidating into another Lodge

(sharing quarters). Your only other alternative

is electroshock therapy to wake people up which,

in all likelihood, is beyond rejuvenation.

Many Masons resist the concept of mergers

simply due to the longevity and heritage of their

Lodge. But as one Brother pointed out to me,

“What is more important, our allegiance to the
fraternity or to our Lodge?” Good point. Sure

we don’t like to lose our charters, but if our

Lodge is in decline, it would make more sense

to merge with another than to painfully watch it

die a slow death. As any businessman will tell
you, if a franchise is suffering, you cut your

losses and merge it with another.

11. MAKE THE BLUE LODGE FUN AND

INTERESTING

Blue Lodges too often fall prey to the tedium of

repetition. If a Blue Lodge does nothing more than

open, read the minutes and bills, and little else,

it should come as no surprise to see our sidelines

empty. After all, most people have an aversion to

watching reruns.

Are we too steeped in tradition or too rigid to try

something new? In order to make Lodge meetings

meaningful, they have to be fun and interesting.

True, the business of the Lodge has to be
discussed, but this should be done as

expeditiously as possible and give way to other

programs, such as a guest speaker, a presentation,

or Masonic Education. Masonic speakers are

interesting as are outsiders who might describe
some local program or activity of interest to the

Lodge. Even a simple change in clothing can make

a difference. Instead of tuxedoes, I know of a

Georgia Lodge that has a night where members

are encouraged to wear the jersey of their favorite
team to mark the start of the football season.

As we have mentioned in past issues, music can

play a significant role in the liveliness of a Lodge

meeting. Instead of an organist or piano player,
why not try someone who plays another

instrument, such as a guitar or something else?

Don’t have a musician? Try a CD player, tape

recorder, iPod, or computer.

I am a big believer in promoting Masonic

Education, either through presentations or

written exams. This helps raise the

consciousness of the Craft as well as providing

for a stimulating meeting. We should always
aspire to learn and improve ourselves, our

communities, and our world.

Want to bolster attendance at degrees? Try a

different venue, such as an outdoor degree or at
another Lodge (a joint degree). Themes are also

useful, such as a “Black-Light” degree where the

ritual is performed under black-lights. Amelia

Lodge No. 47 F.& A.M. in Fernandina Beach holds

an annual “Fort Clinch” degree in a Civil War fort
that is always well attended. The degree team is

dressed in both Union and Confederate clothing. I

would also love to see South Florida’s legendary

“Gator Degree” held at an alligator farm.

Also key to attendance is refreshment. You might

be pleasantly surprised to see what effect a good

sit-down meal, either before or after a meeting,

has on attendance. Sutherland Lodge No. 174 F.&

A.M. in Palm Harbor has an annual “Spam Fest”
cooking competition that has generated

considerable interest.

Perhaps the best piece of advice that can be

offered to anyone aspiring to be Worshipful
Master is the old adage, “If you tried to do

something and failed, you are vastly better off

than if you tried to do nothing and succeeded.” A

Lodge should not discourage new ideas and

innovation but, rather, embrace them. Creating
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the proper culture to adopt new ideas is essential

to a Lodge’s survival.

But above all else, create a hospitable

environment where every member and visitor is

warmly welcomed and made to feel at home. A

firm handshake and some simple conversation can
go a long way to improving attendance.

Bottom-line, you want to make the Lodge a place

where Brothers WANT to come to, not avoid. If

Lodges are boring and repetitious, this simply
will not happen.

12. INTRODUCE A RECERTIFICATION

PROGRAM

Periodically, professionals such as doctors, lawyers

and contractors must attend special programs to

bring them up to date on the latest developments

and renew their certification. This keeps them

abreast of developments and renews their
commitment to their profession. I do not see why

Freemasonry should be any different.

We have too many card-carrying members who do

nothing more than pay their annual dues and little
else. Freemasonry is not your typical “club” or civic

organization. If we truly believe in the purpose of

the fraternity and are interested in perpetuating it,

it might not be a bad idea to establish a similar

program to recertify our members, thereby
recommitting themselves to its ideals. I am

therefore proposing an international program to

be held in a variety of venues where Masons are

brought up-to-date of the state on the fraternity,

and Masonic Education is taught (not Masonic
catechisms).

Attendance at such a recertification program should

be considered a requirement for being a Mason

and be periodically renewed, such as every three
years. Re-certification would stimulate the Craft,

overcome apathy, and renew their commitment to

the fraternity.

13. RUN FREEMASONRY LIKE A
BUSINESS

People cringe whenever I mention this; not just

Masons but other non-profit organizations as well.

However, the fact remains that Lodges are legal
entities recognized by the State and must conform

to its laws, rules and regulations. Further,

consider the sizeable sums of monies managed

by the Grand Lodges. Consequently, we should

organize ourselves and behave like the major
corporations that we are. Obviously, we do not

want to lose our Brotherly touch for humanity,

but it is time we acted more professionally in our

business af fairs. It is the only logical way to

survive in the years ahead.

CONCLUSION

Behind all of this is a deep-seated belief that

Freemasonry was once a noble society who helped
forge countries and nourished the needy. But our

image has tarnished and our ef fectiveness

weakened with the passing of time. Do we believe

more in the strength of the universality of the

fraternity or the rules and regulations of a particular
jurisdiction?

In order for us to return to glory we need to get out

of the apathetic rut we are in. It is time for a fresh

perspective. What worked for our forefathers years
ago doesn’t necessarily work in today’s world. I

am certainly not suggesting we abandon our past;

far from it. But I am contesting our organization

and effectiveness in today’s world. Do we want to

be viewed as “custodian’s of the past” or as a
vibrant organization who plays a vital role on the

world’s stage? I know our younger Brothers and

potential candidates are interested in the latter.

Bottom-line, the Masonic Manifesto is saying
“Shapeth up and geteth thine act together” for we

will inevitably perish if we do not. Frankly, I do

not believe we are up to the task of implementing

a fraction of what I have proposed herein. But I do

know this: we are beyond the point of making
superficial changes; radical decisions and changes

in policy are inevitable if we are going to survive.

As any surgeon will tell you, do not try to apply a

band-aid when a tourniquet is required to stop the

bleeding. Let’s move away from a reactive mode
of operating to a pro-active philosophy with

visionaries who want to see the fraternity evolve

into a higher level of effectiveness.

Let me leave you with one of my favorite quotes;
something I have framed and hangs in my office.

It is from President Calvin Coolidge who said:

“Nothing in the world can take the place of

persistence. Talent will not; nothing is more

common than unsuccessful men with talent.

Genius will not; unrewarded genius is almost

a proverb. Education will not; the world is

full of educated derelicts. Persistence and

determination alone are omnipotent. The

slogan ‘Press On’ has solved and always will

solve the problems of the human race.”

Turning the Hiram Key
Only $31.00

To order this book, or any item featured in the Lodgeroom International Magazine,
go to:

http://mason-defender.net/recommend.htm

The Real Secrets of Freemasonry? Robert Lomas (co-author of The Hiram Key) has

finally tackled the big unanswered questions about The Brotherhood. What is the
purpose of Freemasonry? What do Masons gain from working its Rituals? Can

anybody benefit from the Spiritual Teachings of 'The Craft'. Are Masonic rituals

simple moral plays designed to encourage people to behave well? Are they a secret
tradition preserved from a long lost civilization? Are they meaningless formalities?

...Or do they serve some deeper purpose? In this ground-breaking work Lomas
describes his personal journey through the mystical rituals of Freemasonry.
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b. Be truly independent and self-governing.

c. Adhere to “landmarks” . (A landmark is an

essential characteristic of regular

Freemasonry), viz:
(i) its Brethren must believe in a Supreme

Being (the GAOTU);

(ii) Obligations must be taken on or in full

view of the VSL;

(iii) it must display the three Great Lights
of Freemasonry when it or its Lodges are

open;

(iv) discussion of religion and politics in its

Lodges must be prohibited; and

(v) its membership must be male, and it must
have nothing to do with mixed or women´s

Lodges.

With respect to Regularity of Origin we can say

that the original Grand Lodges (England, Ireland
and Scotland) were formed themselves Time

immemorial Lodges, in English Parlance, the

eighteenth Century. In the United States of

America, three State Grand Lodges were formed

by two Lodges, and one was formed by a Grand
Convention of Masons. Subsequent Grand Lodges

follow the modern rule.

A Grand Lodge must have been established by:

a) a recognised Grand Lodge, or b) Three
(nowdays) or more regularly constituted private

Lodges, formed in accordance within the rules of

a Regular Grand Lodge.

A Grand Lodge must have undisputed authority
over Craft (or basic) Freemasonry within its

jurisdiction, and not be subject in any way to or

share power with any other Masonic body.

Recognition is a series of bi-lateral relationships
between Grand Lodges. If a Grand Lodge seeks

recognition from England, and in due course is

recognised, the mutual recognition between it and

England cannot bind a third Grand Lodge.

Visitors and visiting R.125 of the Book of

http://www.lodgeroomus.com/sales/85.html
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Constitutions requires Masters of their Lodges

to ensure that visitors are from Grand Lodges
recognised by the United Grand Lodge of

England.

To start with, I would ask you to reflect on the

fact that when Freemasonry started, there was
no such thing as regularity. There were no grand

lodges and there is considerable evidence that

our ancient brethren met in local lodges that

varied greatly in their rituals and activities. For

example, some lodges were largely composed of
members who were operative masons and other

lodges, by the start of the eighteenth century, had

many members who were purely speculative

masons and had no connection with the building

trade. We are very proud of those early brethren,
but if we applied modern standards of regularity

and uniformity, none of them would be considered

regular masons by current standards.

The formation of grand lodges in the eighteenth
century did not bring about regularity. In England,

two competing grand lodges, with different rituals

and landmarks, were at war with each other until

they finally merged in the early nineteenth

century. Many of you know that these two grand
lodges called themnselves the Antients and the

Moderns. Although we think of English

Freemasonry as setting a standard of regularity,

the long struggle between those two English grand

lodges, shows just how complicated the issue of
regularity can be.

As we come closer to our own time, deciding just

what regular Freemasonry is, becomes no simpler.

To take a very painful example, none of the North
American grand lodges were willing to recognize

Freemasonry as practiced by blacks as regular

Freemasonry, although the black Masons, often

called Prince Hall Masons, had a more valid claim

to having been chartered by the English, than
many white lodges. Only in the last ten years have

some American white grand lodges suddenly

decided, after nearly two hundred years, that

black Freemasonry is indeed regular. Many

American grand lodges still do not recognize the
regularity of the black lodges, and some American

jurisdictions still do not initiate blacks.

There is no solution in sight. The etiquette or

protocol of regularity between grand lodges calls
for the junior grand lodge in age, to petition the

older grand lodge for recognition. Since the Prince

Hall or black grand lodges are in some cases older

than the white grand lodges, the white grand

lodges would have to petiton the black grand
lodges for recognition. That seems to me to mean

that for many years to come, many of the black

and white grand lodges in North America will

not recognize each other. I cannot conceive a

situation any time soon, where the white grand
lodge of Texas will petition the black grand lodge

of Massachusetts for recognition..

The race issue seems to me to be one of the most

troublesome issues, when we consider recognition

of regularity, since segregation is a contradiction

of the teachings of Masonry about brotherhood.

It is a very practical problem for all of us. Consider
for a moment the position a Mason is placed in,

when someone from a lodge, that his grand lodge

does not recognize as regular is in the lodge of a

jurisdiction which is recognized by his grand

lodge. For example, a number of Mexican grand
lodges, which are definitely not recognized by

the York Grand Lodge of Mexico, are recognized

by various American grand lodges. We have taken

a solemn oath not to sit in lodge with those from

unrecognized lodges. Our duty is to leave. That
duty not to sit with these irregular Masons

includes collateral bodies such as the Royal Arch,

Commandery and Shrine. So, for example, if I

was sitting in a California lodge and another

Mexican Masons, or indeed a black Mason from
one of the Prince Hall grand lodges now

recognized by California, were also in the lodge,

I am obliged to leave.

No grand lodge recognizes as regular the same list
that another grand lodge does. Certainly no Mexican

grand lodge has even begun to deal with the

recognition problems presented by the black or

Prince Hall grand lodges. I want to emphasize just

how complicated this becomes when one considers
the collateral bodies. My obligation with respect

the regularity or policies of my grand lodge extends

to the presence of Masons in a Royal Arch Chapter,

a Cryptic Council, a Commandery or Scottish Rite

body. There are of course black Royal Arch chapters
and Grand Commanderies and black Scottish Rites.

So, besides the problem of recognition between

symbolic blue grand lodges, we have the problem

of all the other grand bodies.

We also have the problem that we live in an

increasingly mobile age so a Mason can belong to

two jurisdictions. Recently the Grand Lodge of the

State of Washington and the Grand Lodge of the

State of Idaho withdrew recognition from each other
for several years. Some Masons belonged to lodges

in both States and hence were not able to sit in lodge

in either State. In effect, single individual became

irregular to himself.

Another problem is caused by the Internet. Some

grand lodges have attempted to restrict Internet

contact with irregular bodies. But how can one know

whether everyone using an Internet chat group is a

member of a regular lodge? And who would vouch
for the regularity of everyone using email?

When we tell a possible new member that he

is joining a universal brotherhood, we are

actually not being entirely honest, because we
know that his ability to visit, when he is

traveling, is restricted. Here in México, the

number of regular lodges is limited. We know

that our membership is growing less and getting

older, but we have to reflect on whether new
members will be interested in all the

complexities of regularity and recognition.

Times do of course change. Let me cite two

issues that  for years were considered

important, the restriction against initiating

members who had lost a leg or arm, and the
restriction against initiating members who

were involved in the manufacture or sale of

alcohol.

For many years the North American grand lodges
viewed as a landmark that a petitioner for the

degrees must not have a missing limb. This meant,

for example, that a man who had been a hero in

battle, serving the country, was not eligible for

Masonry if he had lost a limb. Many North
American grand lodges also took the view that

no man could be made a Mason who was involved

in the liquor trade, including in the interpretation

of some grand lodges the owning of a hotel or

lodge that served alcohol. I might add that
although a man with a commercial connection

with alcohol could not be a Mason, the same grand

lodges held events where alcohol was served.

These were firmly held views, just as the view of
blacks being ineligible for Masonry has been a

firmly held view in some jurisdictions, citing that

a Mason must be freeborn and hence blacks,

because of their history of being slaves, could not

be considered freeborn. Now, those same grand
lodges in many cases are discovering that losing

an arm, or owning a restaurant with a bar, or having

a black skin have nothing to do with regularity.

Honestly, my brethren, I wonder if all of this is
why we became Masons. Moreover, I wonder if

we have been too worried about what overseas

Masons think. As an example, the official web site

of the United Grand Lodge of England now refers

people to the two women´s grand lodges in
England. I repeat, the official web site of the United

Grand Lodge of England now acknowledges the

existence of women´s Masonry. (please check http:/

/www.london-lodges.org/forwomen.html) I could

make the comparison to someone not going to the
movies because their mother disapproved and,

discovering that their mother was going out to

nightclubs! (Now Brethren, that makes all of us

look like fools. We worry about what THEY think

but, when they decide to recognize black lodges
or refer people to women´s and co Masonic lodges,

they certainly don´t worry about what WE think.)

What can we do about this question of regularity.

Well, I suggest to you that we leave many decisions
to the individual conscience of our members. We

expect Masons to be men of character but, we do

not provide them with a long list of dos and don´ts.

I wonder if we should at least consider letting

attendance at lodges and the collateral bodies be a
matter of individual conscience. We should discuss

what the consequences would be of allowing our

members to attend, for example, a black lodge in

California that we do not yet recognize, or a

Mexican lodge of a grand lodge we do not

Continued on Next Page - Mexico
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Dominican Republic ...................................1858

Grand Lodge of Cuba ................................. 1859

Grand Lodge of Colorado ...........................1861

Grand Lodge of York (Mexico) ..................1862
Grand Lodge of Valley of Mexico ..............1862

Grand Lodge of Chile ................................. 1862

Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Louisiana ......1863

Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Missouri .......1865

Grand Lodge of Nevada ............................. 1865
Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Virginia ......... 1865

Grand Lodge of West Virginia ...................1865

Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Kentucky ......1866

Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Michigan ......1866

Grand Lodge of Montana ...........................1866
Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia (Canada) ......1866

Grand Lodge of Idaho................................. 1867

Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Illinois ...........1867

Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Kansas ..........1867

Prince Hall Grand Lodge
of South Carolina ............................. 1867-1872

Grand Lodge of New

Brunswick (Canada) ...................................1867

Grand Lodge of Liberia ..............................1867

Grand Lodge of Quebec (Canada) ............. 1869
Grand Lodge of Paraguay ...........................1869 Continued on Next Page - Grand Lodge

Grand Lodge
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recognize. I am not saying that this is not a

difficult situation, but I am saying that we need
to talk about this in a charitable and brotherly

way. We need to talk about this problem. I speak

to you today in the name of brotherhood, rather

than legalisms. These issues should be discussed

in the light of what we think Freemasonry is
about.

Thank you.

Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Alabama ........1870

Union Grand Lodge PHA

Florida & Belize, Central American ..........1870

Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Georgia ......... 1870

Prince Hall Grand Lodge
of North Carolina .......................................1870

Prince Hall Grand Lodge

of Tennessee ...............................................1870

Grand Lodge of British

Columbia (Canada) ....................................1871
Grand Lodge of Utah ..................................1872

Prince Hall Grand Lodge

of Arkansas ................................................. 1873

Prince Hall Grand Lodge

of Connecticut ............................................1873
Grand Lodge of Oklahoma ......................... 1874

Grand Lodge of Wyoming ..........................1874

Stringer Grand Lodge

Prince Hall Affiliation (Mississippi) ......... 1875

Grand Lodge of South Dakota ...................1875
Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Texas ............. 1875

Grand Lodge of Manitoba (Canada) ..........1875

Grand Lodge of Prince

Edward Island (Canada) ............................. 1875

Prince Hall Grand Lodge
of Colorado ................................................. 1876

Grand Lodge of New Mexico ..................... 1877

Prince Hall Grand Lodge

of West Virginia ..........................................1877

Grand Lodge of Romania .................1880, 1993
Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Iowa ..............1881

Grand Lodge of Arizona ............................. 1882

Grand Lodge of Peru ..................................1882

Grand Lodge of Unida Mexicana,

Veracruz (Mexico) ......................................1883
Grand Lodge of Oriental

Peninsular, Yucatan (Mexico) ....................1883

Grand Lodge of South Australia

and the Northern Territory ......................... 1884

Grand Lodge of Campeche (Mexico) ........1885
Grand Lodge of Puerto Rico ......................1885

Grand Lodge of Benito Juarez

Garcia, Oaxaca (Mexico) ...........................1886

United Grand Lodge of New

South Wales and the Australian Capital

Territory (ACT) .......................................... 1888

Grand Lodge of North Dakota ................... 1889

Grand Lodge of Victoria (Australia) .......... 1889
Grand Lodge of Benito Juarez,

Coahuila (Mexico) ..................................... 1890

Grand Lodge of Tasmania (Australia) ....... 1890

Grand Lodge of New Zealand.................... 1890

Grand Lodge of El Potosi, San Luis Potosi
(Mexico) ..................................................... 1891

Grand Lodge of Norway ............................. 1891

Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Oklahoma ..... 1893

Le Droit Humain (mixed - male & female

lodges - in various countries) ..................... 1893
Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Minnesota ..... 1894

Grand Lodge of Costa Rica ........................ 1899

Grand Lodge of Western Australia ............. 1900

Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Washington ... 1903

Grand Lodge of Guatemala ........................ 1903
Grand Lodge of Amazonas (Brazil) ........... 1904

Grand Lodge of Alberta (Canada).............. 1905

Grand Lodge of Nuevo Leon (Mexico) ...... 1905

Grand Lodge of Saskatchewan (Canada) ... 1906

Grand Lodge of Nicaragua ......................... 1907
Grand Lodge of Nayarit (Mexico) ............. 1909

Grand Lodge of Tamaulipas (Mexico) ....... 1909

Grand Lodge of Turkey .............................. 1909

Grand Lodge of Occidental Mexican,

Jalisco (Mexico) ......................................... 1912
Grand Lodge of El Salvador (Cuscatlan) ... 1912

National Grand Lodge of France ............... 1913

Grand Lodge of Panama............................. 1916

Grand Lodge of the Philippines ................. 1917

Grand Lodge of Colombia (Barranquilla) . 1918
Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Nebraska ....... 1919

Grand Lodge of Austria .............................. 1919

Grand Lodge of the Czech Republic 1919, 1990

Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Arizona ......... 1920

Grand Lodge of Colombia (Catagena) ....... 1920
Prince Hall Grand Lodge of New Mexico . 1921

Grand Lodge of Ecuador ............................ 1921
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Grand Lodge of Queensland (Australia) ...1921

Grand Lodge of Colombia (Bogota) ..........1922
Grand Lodge of Honduras ..........................1922

Grand Lodge of Sur-Oeste, Calima (Mexico)

1923

Grand Lodge of Guadalupe Victoria, Durango

(Mexico) ..................................................... 1923
Grand Lodge of Del Pacifico, Sonora (Mexico)

1923

Grand Lodge of Restauracion, Tabasco

(Mexico) ..................................................... 1923

Grand Lodge of Finland ............................. 1924
Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Wisconsin ..... 1925

Grand Lodge of Bahia (Brazil) ..................1927

Grand Lodge of Minas Gerais (Brazil) ......1927

Grand Lodge of Para (Brazil) .................... 1927

Grand Lodge of Paraiba (Brazil) ...............1927
Grand Lodge of Sao Paulo (Brazil) ............ 1927

Grand Lodge of Ceara (Brazil) ..................1928

Grand Lodge of Rio Grande South (Brazil)1928

Grand Lodge of Chiapas (Mexico) ............ 1929

Grand Lodge of Bolivia ..............................1929
Grand Lodge of Pernambuco (Brazil) ........ 1932

Grand Lodge of Baja California (Mexico) 1933

Grand Lodge of Queretaro (Mexico) ......... 1934

Grand Lodge of Colombia (Cali) ...............1935

Grand Lodge of Cosmos, Chihuahua (Mexico)
1936

Grand Lodge of Hidalgo (Mexico) ............ 1940

Grand Lodge of Parana (Brazil) ................. 1941

Grand Lodge of Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) .... 1944

Grand Lodge of Colombia, Francisco de Paula
Santander (Cucuta) .................................... 1945

Grand Lodge of Piaui (Brazil) ...................1948

Grand Lodge of China (Taiwan) ................ 1949

Grand Lodge of Goias (Brazil) ..................1951

Prince Hall Grand Lodge of the Bahamas . 1951
Grand Lodge of Iceland ..............................1951

Women’s Grand Lodge of France ..............1952

Grand Lodge of Israel ................................. 1953

Grand Lodge of Santa Catarina (Brazil) .... 1956

Grand Lodge of Japan ................................ 1957
Grand Lodge of Alagoas (Brazil) ...............1958

United Grand Lodges (plural) of Germany 1958

Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Oregon ..........1960

Grand Lodge of Maranhao (Brazil) ...........1960

Grand Lodge of South Africa ..................... 1961
Grand Lodge of India ................................. 1961

Grand Lodge of Mato Grosso South (Brazil)

1962

American-Canadian Grand Lodge (Germany)

1962
Grand Lodge of Brasilia (Brazil) ...............1963

Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Alaska ...........1969

United Grand Orient and Grand Lodge of

Cameroun ...................................................1969

Grand Lodge of Iran (in exile) ...................1969
Grand Lodge of Espirito Santo (Brazil) ..... 1970

Grand Lodge of the Andes of Colombia

(Bucaramanga) ...........................................1972

Grand Lodge of Acre (Brazil) .................... 1973

Grand Lodge of Rio Grande North (Brazil)1974
Grand Lodge of Baja California Sur (Mexico)

1978

Grand Lodge
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Grand Lodge of Mato Grosso (Brazil) .......1978

Regular Grand Lodge of Belgium ..............1979

Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Nevada ..........1980

Grand Lodge of Alaska ..............................1981

Grand Lodge of Roraima (Brazil) ..............1981
Women’s Grand Lodge of Belgium............1981

Grand Lodge of Spain ................................1982

Grand Lodge of Sergipe (Brazil) ...............1983

Grand Lodge of Gabon ...............................1983

Grand Lodge of Benjamin Herrara of Colombia
(Santa Marta) ............................................. 1984

Grand Lodge of Rondonia (Brazil) ............1985

Grand Lodge of Greece ..............................1987

Grand Lodge of Amapa (Brazil) ................1988

Grand Lodge of Hawaii ..............................1989
Grand Lodge of Tocantins (Brazil) ............1989

Grand Lodge of the Ivory Coast ................. 1989

Grand Lodge of Hungary ............................1989

Grand Lodge of Yugoslavia ........................1990

Legal Grand Lodge of Portugal ..................1991
Grand Lodge of Poland ..............................1991

Grand Lodge of Togo..................................1992

Prince Hall Grand Lodge of the Caribbean

(Barbados) ..................................................1993

Grand Lodge of Senegal ............................. 1993
Regular Grand Lodge of Italy ....................1993

Grand Lodge of Benin ................................1995

Grand Lodge of Russia ...............................1995

Grand Lodge of Upper India ......................1995

Grand Lodge of South India .......................1995
Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Alberta (Canada)

1997

Grand Lodge of Newfoundland & Labrador

(Canada) ..................................................... 1997

Grand Lodge of Burkina Faso ....................1997
Grand Lodge of Madagascar ......................1997

Grand Lodge of Bulgaria ............................1997

Grand Lodge of Croatia ..............................1997

Grand Lodge of Guinea ..............................1998

Grand Lodge of Mali ..................................1999
Grand Lodge of Estonia ............................. 1999

Grand Lodge of Slovenia ...........................1999

Grand Lodge of Morocco ...........................2000

Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Hawaii ..........2001
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New York stated it in 1796 and "[t]he idea spread
by common consent and regard for its merit."(12)

The Grand Lodge of Virginia also apparently

ignored exclusive territorial jurisdiction by

granting a dispensation and then a charter to
Baltimore Union Lodge No. 21 in Maryland.

Although Brown's history of Virginia Freemasonry

says no invasion of jurisdiction was intended,(13)

implying that Virginia was not aware if a Grand

Lodge existed in Maryland, the History of
Freemasonry in Maryland points out that Virginia

kept Baltimore Union Lodge on its rolls from

1788 until after 1800, and that when the Grand

Lodge of Virginia found out that the Grand Lodge

of Maryland was functioning it "should have, at
once, revoked the Charter" of the Baltimore Lodge

under the Grand Lodge of Virginia. (14) Virginia

did not do so, and Maryland does not seem to

have complained, indicating that the doctrine of

exclusive territorial jurisdiction was again
ignored. The Grand Lodge of Virginia also

chartered Lexington Lodge No. 25 in Kentucky

and kept that lodge on its rolls during a time when

that was not part of the Commonwealth of

Virginia.(15)

In the 1860's the Grand Lodge of Louisiana

complained to other U.S. Grand Lodges that the

Grand Orient of France had invaded Louisiana's

territorial integrity by recognizing a body in
Louisiana that was not accepted by the Grand

Lodge there, and the other U.S. Grand Lodges

withdrew their recognition of the Grand Orient

of France.(16) While this shows support for the

doctrine of exclusive territorial jurisdiction, there
have been other instances where U.S. Grand

Lodges have not reacted at all when a Grand

Lodge told them about another Grand Lodge

supposedly violating their territorial integrity. For

a recent example, the Grand Lodge of Oregon
complained to the other Grand Lodges that the

Grand Lodge of Idaho violated Oregon's territorial

integrity in 1993(17) (by recognizing a Prince Hall

Grand Lodge whose jurisdiction covered both

Oregon and Idaho), but all the other U.S. Grand
Lodges, except Georgia, refused to take any

action. Again, the doctrine of exclusive territorial

jurisdiction was ignored by U.S. Grand Lodges.

In 1960 (and for many decades before then), the
Grand Lodges of Alabama, California, District

of Columbia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan,

Missouri, Vermont, and Wisconsin still

recognized both the Grand Lodge of France (GLF)

and the National Grand Lodge National
(GLNF).(18) A prominent Masonic book on this

subject said at that time, "It is evident ... that

'exclusive jurisdiction' no longer means that all

lodges within a defined territory must belong to

the same Grand Lodge."(19)

Even today (1997) Grand Lodges in the United

States have chartered lodges in jurisdictions

where other Grand Lodges, recognized ones,

exist. The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts has

several lodges in Panama, Chile, and Japan,

where there are existing Grand Lodges that are
recognized by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts

as well as others. (20)

In Alaska, where the Grand Lodge of Alaska has

19 or 20 chartered lodges, the Grand Lodge of
Washington State also has 3 or 4 chartered

lodges. (21) It is sometimes pointed out that the

Grand Lodges of Alaska and Washington concur

in this arrangement. So, these two Grand Lodges

that supposedly give lip service to the doctrine of
exclusive territorial jurisdiction both accept the

fact that some lodges in the territory covered by

the Grand Lodge of Alaska can continue to give

allegiance to a dif ferent Grand Lodge.

Another example of American Grand Lodges

taking actions that violate the doctrine of

exclusive territorial jurisdiction, as that doctrine

is generally believed, is furnished by the 28

American Grand Lodges that have recognized
additional Grand Lodges in their own

jurisdictions in the last nine years. The Grand

Lodge of Connecticut, which might have said that

no other Grand Lodge could legitimately charter

lodges in its state, instead recognized the Grand
Lodge of Prince Hall Masonry in that state in

1989. (22) More than half of the Grand Lodges in

the United States have since taken similar

actions (23) , and the United Grand Lodge of

England, the Grand Lodge of Ireland, the Grand
Lodges of at least 6 Canadian Provinces, and other

regular Grand Lodges have also recognized Prince

Hall Grand Lodges in states where they continue

to recognize the "traditional" Grand Lodges. The

momentum is definitely in the direction of more
Grand Lodges doing this soon.

At least one American jurisdiction recently very

specifically rejected the doctrine of exclusive

territorial jurisdiction for itself. The Grand Lodge
of Oregon, in June 1997, changed a part of its

Constitution that previously read, "Powers and

Activities of the Grand Lodge ... Jurisdiction,

Exclusive -- To exercise exclusive Original

Jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to Ancient
Craft Masonry in the State of Oregon," to read,

"To exercise exclusive Original Jurisdiction over

all matters pertaining to Ancient Craft Masonry,

for its members, in the State of Oregon."

(emphasis added)

This was done, it was said, to enable the Oregon

Grand Lodge to recognize its Prince Hall

counterpart. The report of the Jurisprudence

Committee specifically talked about exclusive
and concurrent territorial jurisdiction, and said,

"Adoption of this proposal would make the State

of Oregon an area of concurrent jurisdiction in

which any and all Grand Lodges would be free to

operate....The decision is irrevocable." The
committee recommended that this change not be

adopted, but it was adopted by the Grand Lodge

in a vote where ¾ was necessary for adoption.(24)

Michigan's Grand Lodge took similar action in

1995 and 1996. Its pertinent portion of its

Constitution now reads, "This Grand Lodge...is
the only source of authority on all matters

pertaining to Ancient Craft Masonry within its

Chartered Lodges in the States of Michigan."

(emphasis added) The explanation accompanying

this change when it was proposed said that
exclusive territorial jurisdiction was a "self

declared authority." Instead, the Grand Lodge of

Michigan said it is supreme over those Lodges

which have received their Charters from that

Grand Lodge, which by accepting their Charters
agreed to that supremacy for those Lodges.(25)

Stewart W. Miner, Grand Secretary of the Grand

Lodge of DC and a Past Grand Master of Virginia,

and a respected scholar of Freemasonry, made
the following observations about the doctrine of

exclusive territorial jurisdiction in 1992: (a) it

no longer exists, (b) it was only applied selectively

in the past, (c) inconsistent application

encouraged challenge, and (d) American Grand
Lodges modified their interpretation of it when

they deemed it prudent to do so.(26)

What the Doctrine of Exclusive Territorial

Jurisdiction Really Means

In addition to the problems already mentioned,

there is a great difference between what most

people think the doctrine of exclusive territorial

jurisdiction means, and what the authoritative
Masonic body in the United States on this subject

says it means.

It has already been mentioned that most think

the doctrine means, as Coil's Masonic
Encyclopedia says, that "there can be but one

recognized Grand Lodge in a state and that it must

have exclusive territorial jurisdiction therein."

However, the Commission on Information for

Recognition of the Conference of Grand Masters
of Masons of North America has defined the

doctrine in a very different way.

This Commission was established by the

Conference of Grand Masters in 1952. Its purpose
was and is to compile information that can be

useful for individual Grand Lodges in making

their determinations about which Grand Lodges

to recognize.(27) The Commission has developed

a reputation of being very distinguished and
knowledgeable, and although the Commission

says, "The Commission neither advises nor

recommends that recognition be given to any

Grand Lodges....,"(28) it is considered so

knowledgeable about issues relating to
recognition that its recommendations are

sometimes referred to as constituting

"recognition" by the Conference of Grand Masters

and many Grand Lodges make all their decisions

on recognition based on the recommendations of

Exclusivity
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this Commission.(29)

The Commission on Information for Recognition

has had to deal with the subject of the doctrine of

exclusive territorial jurisdiction in great detail,

and its conclusions are entitled to great weight.

The Commission's definition of this doctrine is
different from what most Masons think the

doctrine means, and from the definition provided

in Coil's Masonic Encyclopedia.

The Commission said:

"There can be no question about Exclusive

Jurisdiction. It is a basic principle that a

Grand Lodge must be autonomous and have

sole and undisputed authority over its

constituent Lodges. This cannot be shared

with any other Masonic council or power.

But the question of exclusive territorial

jurisdiction is not so clear cut. In some

European and Latin American countries, a

geographical or politically self-contained

unit may be served by two or more Grand

Lodges. If these Grand Lodges and hence

their constituent Lodges are working in

amity, and both are worthy of recognition in

all other respects, this joint occupation of a

country, state or political subdivision should

not bar them from recognition."(31) (emphasis

added)

In other words, the Commission on Information

for Recognition has said that the doctrine of

exclusive territorial jurisdiction means that all

the Lodges chartered by a particular Grand

Lodge give their loyalty only to that Grand
Lodge, but there can be lodges chartered by

dif ferent Grand Lodges in the same territory.

There can be several Grand Lodges in a single

geographic territory, all with many lodges under

them, so long as each lodge gives its loyalty to
only one Grand Lodges, and the doctrine of

exclusive territorial jurisdiction is not violated,

according to the 1975 statement by the

Commission on Information for Recognition as

reported and accepted by the Conference of
Grand Masters of Masons in North America.

It should be noted that the Commission said this

applies where Grand Lodges in the same territory

are "in amity," and repeated this in 1986, saying,
"The Commission recognizes that the American

doctrine of exclusive territorial jurisdiction is

subject to exceptions, one of which is an

agreement on the part of the Grand Lodge located

in a territory that another Grand Lodge may
operate within that territory." (32) In 1997, the

Commission refused to recommend recognition

of the new "Regular Grand Lodge of Andorra,"

because even though 7 lodges in Andorra formed

that Grand Lodge, there are 2 Lodges in that
country under the National Grand Lodge of France

and 1 under the Grand Lodge of Spain. Thus, the

Regular Grand Lodge of Andorra "does not 'share

territorial jurisdiction by mutual consent or

treaty.'" (emphasis in original) (33)

Significance of the Doctrine of Exclusive
Territorial Jurisdiction and Any Changes

All of this is more than just a possibly interesting

historical study. This doctrine, or what most

Masons think this doctrine says, has definite
ef fects on policies that are adopted by Grand

Lodges today.

Some who are opposed to recognizing Prince Hall

Freemasonry sometimes say they are opposed
because of the doctrine of exclusive territorial

jurisdiction; because, they say, is it not possible

to have more than one recognized Grand Lodge

in any state. Some say this in good faith, and some

might say this to hide other reasons for opposing
Prince Hall recognition.

Freemasonry's ritual teaches the importance of

honesty in all our dealings in the world,

particularly with brother Masons. Therefore, it
is important to eliminate any confusion about

whether or not it is possible under Masonic law

to recognize a Grand Lodge in the same state or

territory as another Grand Lodge, or to accept

the lodges under that Grand Lodge as being just
as regular as ours. There is no question that the

doctrine of exclusive territorial jurisdiction does

not prevent this from happening, and there is

nothing at all improper or irregular in those Grand

Lodges in states and countries that have
recognized Prince Hall or other Grand Lodges in

the same places where other recognized Grand

Lodges exist.

There is also nothing in the doctrine of exclusive
territorial jurisdiction that would in any way hinder

the Grand Lodge of any state in the United States

from, for example, recognizing the Grand Lodge

of France at the same time that the National Grand

Lodge of France is also recognized, or from
changing the situation where the United Grand

Lodge of England, on the one hand, and all the

United States Grand Lodges, on the other hand,

recognize dif ferent Grand Lodges in Italy and

Greece. Each one could recognize both of the Grand
Lodges in those countries, if they wished to.

In short, decisions about which Grand Lodges to

recognize should be made on the basis on which

ones meet the standards established by each
Grand Lodge, and not on the basis of the elusive,

confusing, and often-violated doctrine of

exclusive territorial jurisdiction. In fact, it might

be clearer if the doctrine were simply declared to

be no longer useful or in force.(34)
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3. 1996 List of Lodges - Masonic, published by

Pentagraph, Bloomington, Illinois, at page 37.
Also see Massachusetts Grand Lodge

Proceedings for 1995, at pages 31-32.

4. See 1996 List of Lodges - Masonic, published

by Pentagraph, Bloomington, Illinois, at pages
297-300, and at page 262.

5. 1996 List of Lodges - Masonic, published by

Pentagraph, Bloomington, Illinois, at pages

36-37.

6. Coil's Masonic Encyclopedia, at pages 36-

37.

7. Coil's Masonic Encyclopedia, at page 36.

8. Coil's Masonic Encyclopedia, at page 36; and

"The American Doctrine: A Concept Under

Siege," by Stewart W. Miner, in the 1992

Transactions of the Virginia Research Lodge
No. 1777, pages 11-25.

9. Freemasonry in Virginia, at pages 66-75; and

The Lodge of Washington, at pages 17-19.

10. The Lodge of Washington, at page 20.

11. The Lodge of Washington, at pages 24-25.

12. Coil's Masonic Encyclopedia, at page 36.

13. Freemasonry in Virginia, at pages 77-80.

14. History of Freemasonry in Maryland, at

pages 175-176.

15. Freemasonry in Virginia, at pages 80-82.

16. Coil's Masonic Encyclopedia, at page 269.

17. Oregon Grand Lodge Proceedings for 1993

or 1994, at pages xxx.

18. See Recognition Lists of World Grand

Lodges, pages 2-59. Also see Conference of

Grand Masters of North America 1957, page

60; and Conference of Grand Masters of

North America 1964, page 39.

19. Regularity of Origin, page 79.

20. See 1996 List of Lodges - Masonic,

published by Pentagraph, Bloomington,
Illinois, at page 59.

21. See 1996 List of Lodges - Masonic,

published by Pentagraph, Bloomington,

Illinois, at pages 18 and 114-116.

22. See Connecticut Grand Lodge Proceedings

for 1990, at pages 27-31 and 128-129.

23. For a complete list of Grand Lodges that
have recognized Prince Hall Masonry,

including dates of taking action and citations

to their Proceedings for details, see the

"Prince Hall Recognition" page on the

Internet, at http://bessel.org/pha.htm. The
Masonic Service Association of North

America also issues periodic reports of Grand

Lodges that have recognized Prince Hall

Masonry.

24. Oregon Grand Lodge Proceedings 1997,

pages 133-134.

25. Michigan Grand Lodge Proceedings 1995,

pages 235-236.

26. "The American Doctrine: A Concept Under

Siege," by Stewart W. Miner, in the 1992

Transactions of the Virginia Research Lodge

No. 1777, pages 11-25.

27. Grand Lodge Recognition, pages ix-xiii.

28. Conference of Grand Masters of Masons in

North America 1991, Report of the
Commission on Information for Recognition,

at page 78.

29. For example, the New York Grand Lodge

Proceedings for 1995 say, at page 198: "The
Grand Lodge of Greece is still recognized by

New York and the Conference of Grand

Masters of North America...."(30)

30. New York Proceedings 1995, page 198.

31. Conference of Grand Masters of North
America, 1975, Report of the Commission

on Information for Recognition, page 142.

32. Conference of Grand Masters of North

America, 1986, Report of the Commission
on Information for Recognition, page 38.

33. 1997 Annual Report of the Commission on

Information for Recognition of the Conference

of the Grand Masters of Masons in North
America, at page 4.

34. There are other difficulties caused by the

existence of the doctrine of exclusive territorial

jurisdiction. For example, a man who lives in
New Jersey might petition to join a Masonic

Lodge in, for example, the District of

Columbia, because he often travels there on

business, or is planning to move there, or feels

a closeness to the member of that lodge.
However, New Jersey is said to "own" him by

having exclusive jurisdiction over all men in

its territory, so the Secretary of the DC lodge

has to write to the Grand Secretary of DC, who

writes to the Grand Secretary of New Jersey,
who writes to the Secretary of the Lodge

located near where the man lives in New

Jersey, asking if that lodge will give up its

"jurisdiction" over this man. If the lodge says

it will not, then the man cannot become a
Mason unless he joins the lodge that refused

to allow him to join the lodge he wanted to

join. If the lodge says it will give permission,

then New Jersey is said to "waive" its

jurisdiction and permit the lodge in DC to vote
on whether it will accept him. Waivers of

jurisdiction are almost always granted, but the

process takes months or years, and often men

lose their desire to join any Masonic lodge in

the process. At best, this results in useless
paperwork and delay. At worst, it convinces

more people that Freemasonry is a relic of the

past, tying itself up in bureaucracy for no

reason, and, most importantly, more concerned

with satisfying the territorial desires of some
people than in promoting the freedom of each

person to decide which lodge he wants to

petition to join, and of each lodge to vote on

whomever it wishes to have join it. (Some

might say that this system allows local people
who know the man in, for example, New

Jersey, to alert the lodge in, for example, DC,

that this man would not make a good Mason.

However, in the modern world there is little

or no likelihood that local people will know a
man any better than those living in another

state, and in any case, if the DC lodge, in this

example, wanted the benefit of advice from

the New Jersey lodge, it could request their

advice without being required to apply for a
waiver of jurisdiction.

Exclusivity
Continued from Previous Page
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Recognition may come in a variety of ways.  It

might be informal by an exchange of letters.  But

in the case of a newly formed Grand Lodge, it is

usually on a formal basis by applying for
recognition and giving the needed information to

have a determination made.  This may be followed

by extensive correspondence or an investigation.

We have now seen the re-formation of the Grand

Lodges of Hungary, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia,
Croatia, Romania, Russia, Poland and Portugal.

Many North American Grand Lodges have

recognized these Grand Lodges and I’m sure many

more will.

The Masonic Service Association of North
America issues a chart each year which displays

the various Grand Lodges in existence throughout

the world and which of them recognize specific

other Grand Lodges. In 1990 MSA requested the

A. Douglas Smith Lodge of Research No. 1949

in Virginia to assist them in researching the

information necessary to publish the chart. I have

been privileged to be the Chairman of the

Committee that prepares the charts since it was

formed. Each year surveys are sent by MSA to
all of the Grand Secretaries in the United States

to obtain the latest information on who they

recognized.  A similar chart is also prepared to

indicate the Grand Lodges recognized by the

Canadian Grand Lodges.

Mentioned earlier was the List of Lodges book,

which is published each year by the Pantagraph

Printing Co. in Bloomington, Illinois.  Not all,

but most, Lodges subscribe to this valuable book

each year.  If your Lodge is in an area of the state
where you are prone to have visitors from other

Grand Lodges, it is absolutely necessary that you

have a current copy of this publication in the

Lodge.

One word of caution about using this book.  There

is one “rule” to be followed when looking up a Grand

Lodge to determine if it is recognized by your Grand

Lodge.  Unless a Grand Lodge specifically states,

in it’s “Notes”, that a particular Grand Lodge listed
is “not recognized”, it is to be automatically assumed

that it “is recognized” by that Grand Lodge.  Each

year a survey is sent out to each Grand Lodge listed

by Pantagraph to determine if any changes have

occurred in the last year regarding that Grand
Lodge’s recognitions.  It is incumbent upon each

Grand Lodge to return this information to

Pantagraph in a timely manner.

If a Lodge doesn’t have a current copy of this
book and you have a visitor from another Grand

Lodge, you either have to assume he is from a

regular Lodge in that jurisdiction, or refuse him

to attend the Lodge.  But, even if you have the

latest edition of this book, and you have a visitor
from a Grand Lodge not listed in the book, he

may still be eligible to attend your Lodge.

Many Grand Lodges recognize some foreign

Grand Lodges that are not listed in the List of

Lodges book.  There seems to be no answer as to
what procedure is to be followed if a visitor from

an “unlisted” Grand Lodge tries to visit a Lodge.

A simple step by step procedure should be

followed by your Tiler when an unknown visitor
appears at your Lodge and requests admittance.

1. The Tiler should ask to see the visitor’s dues

card to determine that he has paid his dues

to date and to find out the Grand Jurisdiction

and full name and number of the Lodge the
visitor claims to be from.

2. The Tiler should then look up the Grand

Lodge and the Lodge the visitor claims to be

from in the List of Lodges Book to determine

if his Grand Lodge is recognized by the their
Grand Lodge and that his Lodge is listed

under that Grand Lodge as a working Lodge.

3. Once the Tiler is satisfied that the visitor ’s

Lodge is holden under a Grand Lodge

recognized by his Grand Lodge, he needs to
have a committee of at least two members

of the Lodge examine the visitor to satisfy

themselves that he is a member of the

Masonic fraternity.

4. The Committee will need a Holy Bible or
other book of faith to allow the visitor to

swear upon and give the Tiler’s Oath as

prescribed by their particular Grand Lodge.

This oath usually consists of a simple

statement that he is not suspended or
expelled and knows of no reason why he

should be.

5. Once the visitor has done this he should then

be asked to step off as a Master Mason, and

give the proper signs of a Master Mason.

6. The next step in examining a visitor should

be to ask him if the knows the password of

a Master Mason and when this has been

received he should be told if this word will

be taken up by the Deacons or not when the
Lodge is opened.

7. The final and very important step by the

Committee is to ask the visitor if he knows

the Secret Word of a Master Mason and in
what form it may be communicated.  His

response should be that he knows the word

and that it can only be communicated in a

special manner . One of the Committee

members should then place himself in the
proper form with visitor and receive the

Secret Word from him.

8. The Committee should then report to the Tiler

that the visitor has been examined and found
to be worthy of admittance to the Lodge.

I know this sounds very complicated, and it is if

the proper information is not made available to

the Tiler to identify a visitor as being from a

regular Lodge recognized by his Grand Lodge.

The last thing we want to do is deny a visitor the

right to attend a meeting of one of our Lodges if
he is entitled to do so.  This is one of the most

famous “rights” of a Master Mason, the right to

visit any Lodge in the world with whom his Grand

Lodge has fraternal relations.

Donald M. Robey, PGM
Published in the November, 2005

Short Talk Bulletin by MSA

Authors Note: The above picture is the “Official”

picture of me when I was Grand Master of
Virginia in 1987. The interesting thing about this

picture is the fact that I was still Deputy Grand

Master when it was taken and the jewel I am

wearing is the original gold jewel made by Paul

Revere for George Washington to wear as the first
Grand Master of Masons in Virginia.

Of course, Worshipful George Washington refused

to serve as Grand Master, but the jewel had already

been made by Wr. Paul Rever. Each Grand Master
of Virginia is installed into office while wearing

this jewel, after which the jewel is put back into the

vault and thereafter he wears the polished brass

Grand Master’s jewel during  his term.

Recognition
Continued from Page 18
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Masonic Humor

The Mustard

Story

I Love Mustard. (This is a true  story. If you have

children you will probably relate to this  father.)

As ham sandwiches go, it was perfection: a thick

slab  of ham on a fresh bun with crisp lettuce and

plenty of expensive,  light brown, gourmet

mustard.

The corners of my jaw  aching in anticipation, I

carried it to the table in our backyard,  picked it

up with both hands but was stopped by my wife

suddenly at  my side.

“Here, hold Johnny (our six-week-old son) while

I  get my sandwich,” she said.

I had him balanced  between my left elbow and
shoulder and was reaching again for the  ham

sandwich when I noticed a streak of mustard on

my  fingers.

I love mustard.

I had no  napkin.

I licked it off.

It was not  mustard.....

No man ever put a baby down faster. It was the

first and only time I have sprinted with my tongue

protruding. With  a washcloth in each hand, I did
the sort of routine shoeshine boys  do; only I did

it on my tongue.

Later, after she stopped  crying from laughing so

hard, my wife said, “Now you know why they
call that fancy mustard: “Poupon.”

Anger Vs.

Exasperation

A young girl who was writing a paper for school

came to her father and asked, “Dad, what is the

difference between anger and exasperation?”

The father replied, “It is mostly a matter of degree.

Let me show you what I mean.”

With that the father went to the telephone an

dialed a number at random. To the man who
answered the phone, he said, “Hello, is

Melvin there?”

The man answered, “There is no one living here

named Melvin. Why don’t you learn to look up

numbers before you dial them?”

“See,” said the father to his daughter. “That man
was not a bit happy with our call. He was probably

very busy with something and we annoyed him.

Now watch....” The father dialed the number

again.

“Hello, is Melvin there?” asked the father.

“Now look here!” came the heated reply. “You

just called this number and I told you that there

is no Melvin here! You’ve got a lot of nerve calling
again!” The receiver slammed down hard.

The father turned to his daughter and said, “You

see, that was anger. Now I’ll show you what

exasperation means.”

He dialed the same number, and when a violent

voice roared, “Hello!” the father calmly said,

“Hello, this is Melvin. Have there been any calls

for me?”

DUCK

HUNTERS

HAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT THE TWO

DUCK HUNTERS FROM WISCONSIN ?

ABSOLUTELY A TRUE STORY HEARD ON
A WISCONSIN RADIO STATION

REPORTING ON THE INCIDENT.

A guy buys a new Lincoln Navigator for

$42,500.00 (with monthly payments of
$560.00).

He and a friend go duck hunting in upper

Wisconsin . It’s mid-winter; and of course all

of the lakes are frozen. These two guys go out
on the ice with their GUNS, a DOG, and of

course the new NAVIGATOR.

They decide they want to make a natural

looking open water area for the ducks to focus

on, something for the decoys to float on.

Now making a hole in the ice large enough to
invite a passing duck, is going to take a little

more power than the average drill auger can

produce.

So, out of the back of the new Navigator comes
a stick of dynamite with a short 40 second-fuse.

Now our two Rocket Scientists, afraid they

might slip on the ice while trying to run away

after lighting the fuse (and becoming toast,

along with the Navigator), decide on the
following course of action: they light the 40

second fuse; then, with a mighty thrust, they

throw the stick of dynamite as far away as

possible.

Remember a couple of paragraphs back when I

mentioned the NAVIGATOR, the GUNS, and

the DOG... .???

Let’s talk about the dog: A highly trained Black

Lab used for RETRIEVING; especially things
thrown by the owner. You guessed it: the dog

takes off across the ice at a high rate of speed

and grabs the stick of dynamite, with the

burning 40-second fuse, just as it hits the ice.

The two men swallow, blink, start waving their

arms and, with veins in their necks swelling to

resemble stalks of rhubarb, scream and holler

at the dog to stop. The dog, now apparently

cheered on by his master, keeps coming.

One hunter panics, grabs the shotgun and

shoots the dog. The shotgun is loaded with #8

bird shot, hardly big enough to stop a Black

Lab. The dog stops for a moment, slightly
confused, then continues on. Another shot, and

this time the dog, still standing, becomes really

confused and of course terrified, thinks these

two geniuses have gone insane. The dog takes

off to find cover , UNDER the brand new
Navigator.

The men continue to scream as they run. The

red hot exhaust pipe on the truck touches the

dog’s rear end, he yelps, drops the dynamite
under the truck and takes off after his master.

Then “ “” “” “” “” “ BOOOOOOOOOOOOM

“” “” “” “” “” ! ! ! !

The truck is blown to bits and sinks to the

bottom of the lake, leaving the two idiots

standing there with “I can’t believe this just

happened” looks on their faces.

The insurance company says that sinking a

vehicle in a lake by illegal use of explosives is

NOT COVERED by the policy. And he still had

yet to make the first of those $560.00 a month

payments.

The dog is okay. . . doing fine.
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Ahimon Rezon
Ancient Charges
Book of the Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry (1884)
Book of the Words by Albert Pike
The Builder Magazine  1915 - 1930
Ceremonial Explanation of the Entered Apprentice Degree
Ceremonial Explanation of the Fellowcraft Degree
Concise History of Freemasonry
The Craftsman and Freemason’s Guide; Cornelius Moore; 1851
David vs. Goliath?
The Dionysian Artificers
English Speculative Freemasonry
Focusing on What Matters Most
General Regulations Of Freemasonry
The History of Freemasonry; James William Mitchell; 186?
Illustrations of Masonry, By One Of The Fraternity, Who Has Devoted Thirty Years To The

Subject; Captain William Morgan; 1826, 1851
Initiation, Mystery and Salvation
Is It True What They Say About Freemasonry?
Landmarks and Old Charges
The Lights and Shadows of Freemasonry; Rob Morris; 1852
The Lost Keys Of Freemasonry by Manly P. Hall
Masonry and Religion
The Masonic Manual, A Pocket Companion For The Initiated;  Robert Macoy; 1867
Masonry CAPT. WILLIAM. MORGAN’S
The Meaning Of Masonry by W.L. Wilmshurst
Misrepresentation of Freemasonry
Morals and Dogma by Albert Pike
More Light
My Ideal Mason
Mysticism of The Royal Arch
Opinions on Speculative Masonry; James Creighton Odiorne; 1830
The Principles of Masonic Law; Albert Gallatin Mackey; 1858
The Regius Manuscript
Richardson’s Monitor of Free-Masonry; Jabez Richardson; 1860
The Secret Teachings Of All Ages by Manly P. Hall
The Symbolism of Freemasonry; Albert Gallatin Mackey; 1869
Symbols
Tales of a Masonic Life; Rob Morris; 1860
The Taxil Confessions
The Theocratic Philosophy of Freemasonry, In Twelve Lectures; George Oliver;1866
The Truth About Freemasonry
The Virginia Text Book; John Dove; 1866
Webb’s Freemason’s Monitor; Thomas Webb Smith; 1865

Valuable Links To Masonic Works
If you have any links to masonic works, please send them to us and we will

publish them here every month.

These are clickable Links.

http://www.lodgeroominternational.com/library/
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The Last Word:

Three years ago, a little boy and his grandmother

came to see Santa at Mayfair Mall in Wisconsin.

The child climbed up on his lap, holding a picture
of a little girl. “Who is this?” asked Santa,

smiling. “Your friend?” Your sister?

“Yes, Santa,” he replied. “My sister, Sarah, who

is very sick,” he said sadly.

Santa glanced over at the grandmother who was

waiting nearby, and saw her dabbing her eyes with

a tissue.

“She wanted to come with me to see you, oh, so

very much, Santa!” the child exclaimed. “She

misses you,” he added softly.

Santa tried to be cheerful and encouraged a smile
to the boy’s face, asking him what he wanted Santa

to bring him for Christmas. When they finished their

visit, the Grandmother came over to help the child

off his lap, and started to say something to Santa,

but halted. “What is it?” Santa asked warmly.

 “Well, I know it’s really too much to ask you, Santa,

but ...” the old woman began, shooing her grandson

over to one of Santa’s elves to collect the little gift

which Santa gave all his young visitors.

“The girl in the photograph .. my granddaughter

.. well, you see .. she has leukemia and isn’t

expected to make it even through the holidays,”

she said through tear-filled eyes. “Is there any
way, Santa... any possible way that you could

come see Sarah? That’s all she’s asked for, for

Christmas, is to see Santa.”

Santa blinked and swallowed hard and told the
woman to leave information with his elves as to

where Sarah was, and he would see what he could

do. Santa thought of little else the rest of that

afternoon.  He knew what he had to do. “What if

it were MY child lying in that hospital bed,
dying,” he thought with a sinking heart, “this is

the least I can do.”

When Santa finished visiting with all the boys

and girls that evening, he retrieved from his helper
the name of the hospital where Sarah was staying.

He asked the assistant location manager how to

get to Children’s Hospital.

“Why?” Rick asked, with a puzzled look.

Santa relayed to him the conversation with

Sarah’s grandmother earlier that day.

“C’mon .... I’ll take you there,” Rick said softly.

Rick drove them to the hospital and came inside

with Santa. They found out which room Sarah was

in. A pale Rick said he would wait out in the hall.

moment, as Sarah beamed at them all. When the

song ended, Santa sat on the side of the bed again
and held Sarah’s frail, small hands in his own.

“Now, Sarah,” he said authoritatively, “you have

a job to do, and that is to concentrate on getting

well. I want you to have fun playing with your
friends this summer, and I expect to see you at my

house at Mayfair Mall this time next year!” He

knew it was risky proclaiming that, to this little

girl who had terminal cancer, but he “had” to. He

had to give her the greatest gift he could — not
dolls or games or toys — but the gift of HOPE.

“Yes, Santa!” Sarah exclaimed, her eyes bright.

He leaned down and kissed her on the forehead
and left the room.

Out in the hall, the minute Santa’s eyes met

Rick’s, a look passed between them and they wept

unashamed. Sarah’s mother and grandmother
slipped out of the room quickly and rushed to

Santa’s side to thank him.

“My only child is the same age as Sarah,” he

explained quietly. “This is the least I could do.”
They nodded with understanding and hugged him.

One year later, Santa Mark was again back on the

set in Milwaukee for his six-week, seasonal job

which he so loves to do. Several weeks went by
and then one day a child came up to sit on his lap.

“Hi, Santa! Remember me?!”

“Of course, I do,” Santa proclaimed (as he always
does), smiling down at her. After all, the secret

to being a “good” Santa is to always make each

child feel as if they are the “only” child in the

world at that moment.

“You came to see me in the hospital last year!”

Santa’s jaw dropped.

Tears immediately sprang in his eyes, and he

grabbed this little miracle and held her to his
chest. “Sarah!” he exclaimed. He scarcely

recognized her, for her hair was long and silky

and her cheeks were rosy — much different from

the little girl he had visited just a year before. He

looked over and saw Sarah’s mother and
grandmother in the sidelines smiling and waving

and wiping their eyes. That was the best

Christmas ever for Santa Claus.

He had witnessed —and been blessed to be
instrumental in bringing about — this miracle of

hope. This precious little child was healed.

Cancer-free. Alive and well. He silently looked

up to Heaven and humbly whispered, “Thank you,

Father. ‘ Tis a very, Merry Christmas!”    — I
have ANGELS watching over me!

Always believe in MIRACLES!!

Santa quietly peeked into the room through the
half-closed door and saw little Sarah on the bed.

The room was full of what appeared to be her

family; there was the Grandmother and the girl’s

brother he had met earlier that day. A woman

whom he guessed was Sarah’s mother stood by
the bed, gently pushing Sarah’s thin hair off her

forehead. And another woman who he discovered

later was Sarah’s aunt, sat in a chair near the bed

with weary, sad look on her face. They were

talking quietly, and Santa could sense the warmth
and closeness of the family, and their love and

concern for Sarah.

Taking a deep breath, and forcing a smile on his

face, Santa entered the room, bellowing a hearty,
“Ho, ho, ho!”

“Santa!” shrieked little Sarah weakly, as she tried

to escape her bed  to run to him, IV tubes intact.

Santa rushed to her side and gave her a warm hug.

A child the tender age of his own son — 9 years

old — gazed up at him with wonder and

excitement. Her skin was pale and her short tresses

bore telltale bald patches from the effects of
chemotherapy. But all he saw when he looked at

her was a pair of huge, blue eyes. His heart melted,

and he had to force himself to choke back tears.

Though his eyes were riveted upon Sarah’s face,
he could hear the gasps and quiet sobbing of the

women in the room. As he and Sarah began talking,

the family crept quietly to the bedside one by one,

squeezing Santa’s shoulder or his hand gratefully,

whispering “thank you” as they gazed sincerely at
him with shining eyes.

Santa and Sarah talked and talked, and she told

him excitedly all the toys she wanted for Christmas,

assuring him she’d been a very good girl that year.
As their time together dwindled, Santa felt led in

his spirit to pray for Sarah, and asked for

permission from the girl’s mother. She nodded in

agreement and the entire family circled around

Sarah’s bed, holding hands. Santa looked intensely
at Sarah and asked her if she believed in angels.

“Oh, yes, Santa ... I do!” she exclaimed.

“Well, I’m going to ask that angels watch over
you, “he said.

Laying one hand on the child’s head, Santa closed

his eyes and prayed. He asked that God touch

little Sarah, and heal her body from this disease.
He asked that angels minister to her, watch and

keep her. And when he finished praying, still with

eyes closed, he started singing softly, “Silent

Night, Holy Night . all is calm, all is bright.”

The family joined in, still holding hands, smiling at

Sarah, and crying tears of hope, tears of joy for this


