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King Arthur is known throughout the
world as a noble and just King of
England. However there is no evidence
supporting the existance of him. But
then again there is no evidence that he
did not exist.

Gildas - “On the Ruin of Britain” (De
Excidio Britanniae, 25-6; c. 540)

The significance of Gildas is that he is
our one near-contemporary source for
the times that King Arthur would have
flourished, and we find that he is totally
silent concerning him. Gildas allows for
a King Arthur to have been the victor of

the battle of Mount Badon, but doesn’t
mention him by name. Many take that
silence to mean that Arthur didn’t exist.
That argument, persuasive to some, is
countered by the fact that Gildas didn’t
mention Vortigern by name, either, but
no one doubts Vortigern’s existence, for
that same reason

The main purpose of Arthur legend or
king is the ‘Ye Olde Code’ the complete
adherence to the Chivalric code of
Honour.
The strong must protect the weak, a
Ladies honour must at all times be
protected. And above all Justice must be
for all the people.

continued on  page 3

The Legend of King Arthur
and the ‘Olde Code’
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Kings from the earliest of times
considered King Arthur the pinacle
of virtue and excelence. If they
could just do what Arthur did, they
could unite England.
Edward III (13 November 1312 – 21
June 1377) was one of the most
successful English monarchs of the
Middle Ages. Restoring royal
authority after the disastrous reign
of his father, Edward II, Edward III
went on to transform the Kingdom
of England into the most efficient
military power in Europe. His reign
saw vital developments in
legislature and government—in
particular the evolution of the
English parliament—as well as the
ravages of the Black Death. He
remained on the throne for 50 years;
no English monarch had reigned for
as long since Henry III, and none
would again until George III.

Edward III planed and mostly
constructed a magnificent round
table at Windsor castle, he
employed some 700 Masons in the
construction of this unusual
masterpiece. It should have sat 300
knights of the realm. There is a
great deal of detail still in the
archives at Windsor Castle about
the construction, but no detail about
it being used or completed. Most
Historians accept that Edward was
copying the concept from the
Legend of King Arthur.

The Table on the front cover:-

This massive table, recently dated to
the 14th century, was repainted in
its present form for King Henry VIII
(he of the six wives, who lived 1491
- 1547). Up until recently the table
was for centuries venerated as the
mysterious round table of the ‘Once
and Future King’ Arthur who was
reputed to have lived in the Dark
Ages around 600 a.d.

The names of the mythical 24
knights are written around the edge
of the 18 foot (5.5 metre) diameter
table, weighing 1.2 tons (1200kg),
surmounted by King Arthur on his
throne. King Arthur looks
remarkably like Henry VIII.

The table hangs high on the wall of
the Great Hall in Winchester, which
is the only remaining part of the
castle commissioned by William the
Conqueror for his capital:
Winchester was then the capital of
all England.

Edward III was responsible for the
establishment of ‘The Most Noble
Order of the Garter’ an order of
chivalry, or knighthood, originating
in medieval England, and presently
bestowed on recipients in any of the
Commonwealth realms; it is the
pinnacle of the honours system in
the United Kingdom. Membership
in the order is limited to the
sovereign, the Prince of Wales, and
no more than twenty-four members,
or Companions; the order also
comprises Supernumerary knights
and ladies (e.g., members of the
British Royal Family and foreign
monarchs).

So I hear someone shout , what is
the connection with Freemasonry,
well apart from the obvious,’The
strong must protect the weak’ we
can ask, what was it that Kings of
all ages have done ? one answer is
employ Masons. Is it at all possible
that these Masons have witnessed
the good the bad and the Ugly of
Kings from all over Europe and
decided what they would like to see
is the best of what they had to offer
sustained in the form of a decent
organised society.
Let us also observe the Order of the
Garter and compare it to the
Knights Templar jewel in
Freemasonry.  Of course it could be
a complete coincidence, but I like to
believe it is a happy one.

The second in line to the throne will be
formally invested as a ‘Royal Knight
Companion of the Most Noble Order of the
Garter’.

Prince Albert’s Garter and George III’s
diamond Star
The Royal Collection 2006 © Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II

This is the
Breast Jewel
of the
Masonic
Knights
Templar
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THE MINOTAUR AND THE
CENTAUR
 Giovanni Lombardo

Myths are “the archetypal model of
all creations, no matter of the plan
which they relate to: biological,
psychological, spiritual. The main
function of the myth is that of
establishing exemplar models in all
the important human actions”,
wrote Mircea Eliade.

In “Occidental Mythology” Joseph
Campbell outlined the four
functions of myth:

First is the metaphysical function.
Myth awakens and supports a sense
of awe before the mystery of being.
It reconciles consciousness to the
preconditions of its own existence.

Myth induces a realization that
behind the surface phenomenology
of the world, there is a transcendent
mystery source. Through this
vitalizing mystical function, the
universe becomes a holy picture.

The second is a cosmological
dimension which deals with the
image of the world that is the focus
of science. This function shows the
shape of the universe, but in such a
way that the mystery still comes
through. The cosmology should
correspond to the actual experience,

knowledge and mentality of the
culture. This interpretive function
changes radically over time. It
presents a map or picture of the
order of the cosmos and our
relationship to it.

Third is the sociological function.
Myth supports and validates the
specific moral order of the society
out of which it arose. Particular life-
customs of this social dimension,
such as ethical laws and social
roles, evolve dramatically. This
function, and the rites by which it is
rendered, establishes in members of
the group concerned a system of
sentiments that can be depended
upon to link that person
spontaneously to its ends.

The fourth function of myth is
psychological. The myths show how
to live a human lifetime under any
circumstances. It is this pedagogical
function of mythology that carries
the individual through the various
stages and crises of life, from
childhood dependency, to the
responsibilities of maturity, to the
reflection of old age, and finally, to
death. It helps people grasp the
unfolding of life with integrity. It
initiates individuals into the order of

realities in their own psyches,
guiding them toward enrichment
and realization. The enormous
contribution of ancient Greeks to
the progress of philosophy, natural
sciences and arts, can’t be
contested. Unfortunately, the role
they played in the history of
psychology is mentioned only
briefly. Mythology, the most
important Greek “producer of
psychology”, has been avoided, as if
it were not enough scientific to
investigate and to explain the
complicated mechanisms of human
psyche.

Man has instead to notice that myth
highlights the dual nature of
humans, expressed by the
Dioscures, for instance, and the
antagonism and complementarity
between rational and emotional,
which are nothing else than
different aspects of human
personality.

In this context I would like to draw
your attention on two mythological
figures, the Minotaur (fig. 1) and
the Centaur (fig. 2).

THE MINOTAUR AND
THE CENTAUR
 Giovanni Lombardo
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The Minotaur is the outcome of a
bestial, unnatural love. His mother
is Pasiphaë , wife of Minos, king of
Crete. According to legend, after he
ascended the throne of Crete, Minos
struggled with his brothers for the
right to rule. Minos prayed to
Poseidon to send him a snow-white
bull, as a sign of approval. He was
to sacrifice the bull in honor of
Poseidon but decided to keep it
instead because of its beauty. To
punish Minos, Poseidon caused
Pasiphaë  to fall madly in love with
the bull from the sea, the Cretan
Bull. She had Dædalus, the famous
architect, make a wooden cow for
her. Pasiphaë climbed into the
decoy in order to copulate with the
white bull. The offspring of their
coupling was a monster called the
Minotaur, with head of bull and
human body.

He lived in the center of the Cretan
labyrinth and devoured seven young
boys and seven young girls that
Athenians had to send to Crete at a
seven years interval, as
compensation for a lost war.

Theseus, son of Aegeus, a legendary
king of Athens, volunteered to slay
the monster. He took the place of
one of the youths and set off.

Theseus was stripped of his
weapons when he arrived and was
placed with the other youths in the
palace’s dungeon. King Minos’
daughter Ariadne, out of love for
Theseus, consulted Dædalus who
told her to give Theseus a ball of
string so he could find his way out.
She also gave him back his father’s
sword.

That night, Ariadne escorted
Theseus to the Labyrinth and

Theseus promised that if he
returned from the Labyrinth he
would take Ariadne with him.

As soon as Theseus entered the
Labyrinth, he tied one end of the
ball of string to the door post and
brandished his sword which he had
hid from the guards inside his tunic.
Theseus followed Dædalus’
instructions given to Ariadne: go
forwards, always down and never
left or right.

Theseus came to the heart of the
Labyrinth and also upon the
sleeping Minotaur. Theseus
accidentally tripped on a rock and
the Minotaur instantly woke. A
tremendous fight then occurred.
After losing his sword by a blow
from the Minotaur’s horns, Theseus
beat the Minotaur with his fists,
recovered his sword and slit the

http://lodgeroomstore.com/
http://lodgeroomstore.com/
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dealing a blow on to his head (fig.
3).

Son of Zeus, who took the

semblances of a horse to couple
with the nymph Philyra,  Chiron
was a gentle and generous creature.
He was known for his knowledge
and skill with medicine and
astrology. He was a highly respected
tutor; among his pupils, Achilles
and Theseus. Being a semi-god, he
was immortal. However he
renounced immortality in exchange
of Prometheus’s freedom,  who had
been chained to a rock and left to
die for his transgressions. He was
therefore honoured with a place in
the sky: the constellation of
Sagittarius.

From these myths man gains many
important and thoughtful teachings.

We have already pointed out that the
mythological creatures are to be
interpreted as two aspects of the
human personality. Duality is the
feature of every human being,
parted between matter and spirit.
Some people are humans only
apparently, for they are prey of their
passions, they are ‘minotauri’.
Conversely, there are men who have
subdued their passions and therefore
act with prudence and wisdom: the
Centaur’s weapon is the bow,
symbol of accuracy and long-view.

We are able to ship most
items to most destinations

**Lodgeroom Store**

Another important teaching comes
out from the myth of Theseus, in
particular, from Ariadne’s help. The
girl symbolizes the feminine
counterpart of the masculine
personality. She actively helps
Theseus, doing however other
things, which are typical of a
female: she persuades Dædalus to
reveal the labyrinth’s secrets and
gives Theseus useful hints and
means to carry out his task. The
myth then teaches that male and
female are different and must
maintain their own peculiarities;
nevertheless if they are able to work
together, they shall cease to be
opposites, becoming
complementary and harmony shall
be the final outcome of their
common work.

Theseus is ready to descend into the
labyrinth, that is, to take his inner
journey. The clues received by
Dædalus are thoughtful: go
forwards, always down and never
left or right. Once he has reached
the center, he is ready for the final
struggle. Worth of noting that he
kills the Minotaur beating his head:
he kills the beast, not the man!

The Centaur is opposite of the
Minotaur. Half-man, half-horse, the
superior part of his body is human,
till the belly, and this witnesses that
he has full control of his passions.

The animal side of him is connected
to the world of Nature and its
wisdom, he knows the herbs and
their medicinal value, in that sense
he has the knowledge of a healer.

At one occasion he is wounded by
one of the poisonous arrows dipped
in the blood from the hydra,
something which makes the wound

incurable, even his own wisdom
cannot help him. Being immortal,
he cannot die, but suffers daily from
this wound. This makes him search
for more and more wisdom in an
effort to ease the pain but the more
he learns, the more he suffers,
maybe because he understands more
and more about his wound. Even
when he teaches his wisdom to
others, thus giving it away and not
keeping it for his own benefit, it
does not greatly diminish his
suffering, it only makes it
endurable, but in turn it teaches him
to understand the suffering of
others.

There is a clear hint to the human
dilemma. Man wants to roam free
of earthly bounds and reach new
levels of awareness and knowledge,
but as soon as he stretches too far,
he feels the pain from the wound in
the animal part of his being. It calls
him back to the mundane and the
earthbound experience of existence,
and he can never be free enough to
expand and discover all that his soul
hungers for.

The story has an unexpected happy
end: the discover of love for one’s
neighbour. Only through love man
can get total freedom. In fact,
Chiron accepts to lose immortality
in exchange of Prometheus’s life.
The reward shall be immortality in
other form, though, that is, as
constellation in the sky, so that
anybody can see him, learn from
him and gain spiritual betterment.

http://lodgeroomstore.com/
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OATHS, OATH TAKING AND
MENTAL RESERVATION
by Richard Martin Young
Grand Lodge of All England

The widely, but not universally, held
notion that the oaths and obligations
entered into in Masonry are
essentially symbolic, and that it
does not matter what book or
document is used as a volume of the
sacred law during ceremonies, gives
rise to a debate about whether oaths
are in any real sense necessary in
Anglo-Masonic jurisdictions. 1

Those Continental jurisdictions
which have done away with the
requirement for candidates to
profess a belief in God, a “Supreme
Being”, are necessarily less
involved in this debate, as the oaths
are, and have always been,
essentially sacred in nature.

The nature and necessity of oaths
and oath taking is currently under
general discussion in the United
Kingdom, due to the social and
demographic changes which have
occurred in recent years, and so it is
time for Freemasons to consider
carefully the nature of the oaths and
concomitant obligations current
within their fraternities.

Freemasonry has never been
immune to the forces of social and
constitutional change, and has often
in its global history been faced with
the problem of choosing between
adaptation, change, and resistance,
if and when offered the choice.
Sadly there are many historical
examples of change being imposed
upon jurisdictions where they were
unable for one reason or another to

articulate an appropriate response to
the impetus for change.

The developing debate, within and
outside Freemasonry, about the
nature, viability, and the effects of
oaths and oath taking requires
freemasons to take account of the
situation, and, along with other
institutions, Freemasonry has a need
to carefully consider the concepts
involved and the consequences
which accrue from such change.
The danger is, of course, that
Freemasonry could allow traditional
oaths and obligations to be quietly
dropped from its ceremonies,
without due consideration, in order
to accommodate the secularists, and
that a vital element within Masonic
tradition could be lost, or what
might be worse, rendered empty and
meaningless.

What would for many be totally
unacceptable, would be the
development of a situation in which
ceremonies were generally entered
into and empty phrases used, in a
parody of sacred reverence, which
would be hurtful to many of those
within Masonry for whom there
remains an essentially spiritual or

religious dimension.

Albert C. Mackey’s presumed
position on the nature and status of
Masonic oaths is often put forward
as an authority for claiming that
such oaths are far less powerful and
significant than the actual words
used would imply. In fact, some
maintain that it is an error to even
claim that oaths, in the religious or
legal sense, are employed at all.
However, even a cursory glance at
Mackey’s Encyclopaedia of
Freemasonry and Its Kindred
Sciences published in 1874 will
show that Mackey relies upon the
view of a Doctor Harris for the
manifestly incorrect opinion that:

“What the ignorant call the oath, is
simply an obligation, covenant, and
promise exacted previously to the
divulging of the specialities of the
Order, and our means of
recognizing each other; that they
shall be kept from the knowledge of
the world lest their original intent
should be thwarted, and their
benevolent purport prevented.”

To the contrary of Doctor Harris’s
opinion, an oath in any conventional
British sense is understood to
involve the making of a formal
statement or statements, or in
declaring a truth of a claim or
promising to fulfil a pledge, often
calling upon God or a sacred object
as a witness. Failure to observe such
an oath would, of course, carry with
it a severe penalty. It is hard to
conceive of any sensible definition
which relates to the Anglo-Masonic
tradition in which the obligation is

Oaths, Oath Taking
and Mental Resevation Research

continued on next  page
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not entered into by way of an oath,
moreover, an oath made in a
religious or sacred sense.

Another point touching Masonic
ceremony, but quite evaded by
Mackey, is that it is general in oath
taking, that something possessing a
numinous quality, something
involving a sacred or holy
connotation is held, touched, or
deliberately placed in the vicinity, at
the time of the administration of the
oath. It is difficult to ignore in this
general approach to the
administration of oaths, the current
Masonic necessity for a Holy Book/
Volume of the Sacred Law to be
present at such administrations.

Before assessing the significance of
the debate for Freemasonry, there
are two other areas within British
society to be considered, where the
current debate about oaths and oath
taking is taking place. First in
respect of British Citizenship, and
the second regarding the relevance
of the Hippocratic Oath within the
British medical profession, before
considering the theological and
mythological background to the
debate, including the concepts of
equivocation and mental
reservation.

Oaths, British Citizenship and the
Medical Profession

One wonders at the degree of
invective directed at Lord
Goldsmith for his recent but merely
tentative suggestion that school-
leavers might be encouraged to
swear an oath of allegiance to
Queen and country, in the context of
encouraging the notion of British

Citizenship. However, it was not the
anticipated broadsides from
Baroness Kennedy, for whom the
proposals were “puerile” and
“rather silly” and John Dunford of
the Association of School and
College Leaders, who considered
any citizenship ceremony a “half-
baked idea,” but the seeming
absence within society generally of
the recognition that there is a means
of binding people together whilst
promoting the general good, by
means of oath and ceremony.
Indeed, there seems to be to-day a
disturbing lack of interest in what is
involved in oath making, despite its
continuing and frequent use within
our society.

Of course one objection loudly
voiced against oath-taking is
precisely that it does have the ability
to bind a defined group of people
together, rendering other persons
“outsiders,” an objection often
heard within the context of
medicine and medical practice.
However, the religious element
within oath-taking is capable of
protecting against the type of abuse
usually referred to by such
objectors, but continuing with the
example of oath-taking within the
medical profession, one needs to
consider the current debate
regarding the Hippocratic Oath.

The Hippocratic Oath is
traditionally sworn in a university
by medical students or graduates
about to embark upon a medical
career. Whilst there are those who
maintain that the Hippocratic Oath
was written by either Hippocrates or
one of his students in 4 B.C., or
possibly by the Pythagoreans, the
earliest actual evidence for an oath
administered in a university and
recognizable as the Hippocratic
Oath is restricted to the sixteenth
century, and there seems to be no
evidence for the oath being sworn
regularly by such persons until as
late as 1804.

Whatever the genesis of the oath,
the fact remains that it promotes
two essential features. First, the
faith of the patient in the doctor’s
moral avowal, an essential aspect
one would have thought in a post-
Shipman society, and secondly the
setting apart of the doctor in a
medical brotherhood. However, in
the United Kingdom the
Hippocratic Oath is not sworn in all
medical schools, and the oath has
undergone many revisions, the most
recent being that undertaken by the

Oaths, Oath Taking
and Mental Resevation

Research

continued on next  page
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British Medical Association, an
independent trades union. The
question posed within the medical
profession is whether the mere
incantation of a formal oath
accompanied by obligations has the
power to bind the entrant to the
profession, or whether the casual
entry into an oath without any
commitment is actually nothing
more than an act of cant hypocrisy.
This is especially so, as the medical
profession has been governed under
the terms of various Medical Acts
since the nineteenth century, and
recent developments within the
General Medical Council including
the increased lay element, have
certainly eroded the notion of the
medical profession being
independent.

It is at this point that the current
debate about oaths and oath-taking
bears most directly upon the
Moderns form of Anglo-Masonry
which continues to require a belief
in a Supreme Being. Masonic
obligations are found within a
context which takes for granted
both the existence of a Deity and an
after-life. In such an environment,
an oath made without reference to

deity appears to be more akin to a
declaration, a statement of intent
perhaps, but in any case nothing
more than the proffering of an
unattested form of guarantee. The
Olympic Oath best represents this
form, and the guarantee is clearly
non-existent. The Olympic Oath
was originally called for by Baron
Pierre de Coubertin in 1906, and
was first used in 1920, since when it
has undergone a number of
revisions. A later development has
been the construction of a judges’’
oath.

The current athletes’ oath declares,
in the absence of any attestation:

“In the name of all competitors I
promise that we shall take part in
these Olympic Games, respecting
and abiding by the rules which
govern them, committing ourselves
to a sport without doping and
without drugs, in the true spirit of
sportsmanship, for the glory of sport
and the honour of our teams.”

Without a religious context, in
Masonic terms a real belief in God,
a “Supreme Being”, a Masonic oath
is a hollow undertaking, one which
renders the insincere oath taker a
hypocrite. In the face of such a

situation, the question must be
posed whether an oath is really
necessary within Freemasonry, or
whether an unattested pledge or
declaration would serve as well.

Turning back to the medical
profession, the students of Imperial
College, London designed their own
“Declaration” as an alternative to

the Hippocratic Oath, so, the
argument might go, why should
Freemasonry maintain oaths at all?
Why not construct a declaration or
pledge, especially given the
looseness of the term “Supreme
Being” found currently within a
number of Grand Lodges?

In order to refute the possibility of
our oaths being replaced by pledges
or declarations, it is necessary to
consider the theological and
mythological background to oaths
within regular Freemasonry.

The Theological and Mythological
Background to Oaths

From earliest times, organised
Freemasonry has drawn upon a
Judaeo-Christian tradition. This

ResearchOaths, Oath Taking
and Mental Resevation
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tradition is one in which some
earlier religious forms have been
accommodated, including a
reverence for stone. In northern
Europe, true oaths have always been
considered to be of a permanent
nature, and to have been “stone like”
in their durability. We know from
the writings of the Danish medieval
historian Saxo Grammaticus (c.1150
to c.1206), who had been asked by
Bishop Absalon to write a history
which included that of the heathens,
that in earliest times when the
“ancients” chose a king they would
stand on stones proclaiming in this
act the steadfastness of their
commitment, and likening it to the
enduring nature of the stones
themselves.

One may also consider within this
tradition the continuing symbolic
importance of the Stone of Destiny,
or as it is sometimes called the
Stone of Scone, used in the
coronation of the British monarch as
part of this notion of steadfastness
and commitment found within the
northern European tradition. The
actual stone, a sandstone block,
weighing a little over three hundred
and thirty pounds, was captured by
Edward I in 1296 and placed in
Westminster Abbey, where, as part
of the throne of Edward the
Confessor. It has been used ever
since by English and British
monarchs during their coronation
ceremonies.

Although some claim biblical origin
for the stone, and that it is a holy
relic, what is known is that
Dalriadic, Scottish, English, and
then British monarchs have
employed the stone realising its

profound symbolic power. The
stone, returned to Scotland on St
Andrew’s Day 1996, retains its
potency for political exploitation.
Alex Salmond, Scotland’s First
Minister, claimed earlier this month
(August 2008) that the stone
captured by the English King,
whom Mr Salmond bitterly refers to
as “the most ruthless king in
Christendom”, was a fake, and that
he believes that the true stone was
hidden from King Edward
somewhere in the Perthshire
hillside.

We know too that in classical times
the Iuppiter Lapis (Jupiter Stone)
was considered to represent the god
Jupiter, and in a sense was the god,
as Jupiter’s role as the divine law
giver was confirmed by the fetial,
one of the twenty priestly officials
concerned with international
relations, when standing at that
point as the representative of the
people, in the act of treaty making.
The terrible penalty for breaking the

ResearchOaths, Oath Taking
and Mental Resevation
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oath entered into was made plain at
the time of sacrifice which formed
an integral part of the ceremony.

Stone has, of course, always
possessed a profound relevance
within the ceremonies of
Freemasonry, and the Old and New
Testaments are replete with
religious and ceremonial references
to stone. We know that in England
early Christian churches were often
built upon already existing religious
sites. Such sites were frequently
marked out by the presence of
sacred stones, as is likely to be the
case with St Mary’s Church at
Eversley, in north-Hampshire,
where a sarsen stone is located
between the font and the choir
stalls. Charles Kingsley served as
Rector at Eversley from 1844 to
1875, and we will return to
Kingsley later, when considering the
nature of mental reservation, along
with Kingsley’s disagreement with
John Henry Newman over its use
when making statements of fact, or
belief.

We read in the Old Testament
frequent references to the
steadfastness of stone, and the token
of permanence proffered by it. The
stone set by Samuel between
Mizpeh and Shen and named “Ebe-
nezer”, betokened the help of the
Lord. 2

There is, as Sir James Frazer made
abundantly clear, a common custom
of swearing upon a stone, and
Frazer thought it likely that it was
the strength and stability of the
stone that provided confirmation of
an oath. 3 The strength and stability
of the stone could be readily

contrasted with the frailties to
which mortal men were heir.

The notion of “confirmation” in
respect of oaths is vitally important
if the true nature of an oath is to be
recognized. Such confirmation
demands the invocation or referral
to a power greater than that of the
mortal person sworn.

When God made his ever-lasting
promise to Abraham, a promise
found in Genesis, ”He sware by
Himself”, because it was not
possible to swear by any greater
power. 4  It is this aspect of oath
making, the nature of the supreme
power evoked, which makes oaths
and obligations indispensible within
Freemasonry, as well as requiring
within Freemasonry a real belief in
God, a “Supreme Being”. If the
prevarications and devices found
recently upon some Masonic
websites, designed to avoid the need
for a real belief in God, a “Supreme
Being” holds sway, then the whole
basis for the obligation entered into
by the candidate simply disappears.

The great advantage recognized by
our Masonic predecessors, who
followed a Judeo-Christian
approach when framing our
Constitutions and our ceremonies,
was within this tradition, as the
writer of Hebrews makes clear,
there was a standard of
confirmation by which the actual
obligation entered into could be
judged or measured:

“For men verily swear by the
greater; and an oath for
confirmation is to them an end of all
strife.”  5

“Strife” in this context is, of course,
a bitter or heated dispute in which
the ordinary word is of insufficient
weight to settle the matter, but an
oath for confirmation of one’s intent
relies upon the same standard
applied to one’s obligation.

An obligation for our Masonic
predecessors was just that, a
promise or duty entered into under
terms involving a penalty. The
nature of the Masonic penalty is
outside the scope of this article, but
the nature of the oath itself is clear,
both in terms of its religious
solemnity and its permanence. The
oath in its clear meaning stands
opposed to the devices of
equivocation and mental
reservation.

Equivocation and Mental
Reservation

Both terms have a well established
and recognized role within logic
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and canon law, and offer relief for
those who would wish for some
purpose or another for their words
to mean less, or other than would
appear to be the case. Both terms
are encountered frequently today
within Freemasonry, but with
perhaps less understanding than
was formerly the case.

Equivocation and its more literary
counterpart, amphibology, provide
for the misleading use of a term
which possesses more than one
meaning. Its provenance is
essentially that of ambiguity, an
example being that of Moses
Hadas, the American teacher and
classical scholar, “Thank you for
sending me a copy of your book -
I’ll waste no time in reading it.”

It is the area of deliberate and
desired ambiguity, rather than in
the area of the careless or ill-
defined, that Freemasonry is
concerned. Used in this devious
manner, one party may employ
distinct and separate meanings or
undertakings which can be
rendered as equivalent to that
proposed or under consideration,
with the potential for loss or harm
occurring to the genuine party.
Where a man’s word is meant to be
his bond, deliberate equivocation
represents the opposite of Masonic
virtue, and our predecessors also
found in this device of subterfuge a
clear and real danger to the very
existence of the institution of
Freemasonry.

Mental Reservation. The
philosopher, Saint Raymund of
Pennafort, dealt in his Summa of
1235, with the question as to

whether, in dire circumstances, it
might be permissible to lie.
Raymund took the view that when
one is asked by murderers bent on
taking the life of someone hiding in
the house whether that person is in,
no answer should be given; and that
if this betrays him, his death will be
imputable to the murderers, not the
other’s silence. However, Raymund
then proceeds to enunciate what to-
day is considered to be the doctrine
of wide mental reservation. For
Raymund, the person questioned
might use an equivocal expression,
such as, “He is not at home”, a
mental restriction or reservation
being employed in the mind of the
person responding to the question.

The doctrine of mental reservation
was developed in the sixteenth
century, notably by the moral
theologian, Martin Aspilcueta, who
became a professor of canon law at
Toulouse and at Cahors, and who, at
the age of eighty, defended his friend
Archbishop Carranza before the
Inquisition. For Aspilcueta, in
appropriate circumstances, a person
questioned might mentally add some
qualification to the words he speaks,
and those words added to the mental
qualification could provide for a true
assertion, one in accordance with
fact. In other words there is no need
for the element of ambiguity that
there is in the earlier doctrine.

is perfectly clear.

Kingsley and Newman. There can
be no form of lampooning more
uncomfortable to those targeted
than that addressed to those who
are found to have engaged in the
activity of encouraging others to
believe in what they themselves
do not. Where those subject to
the lampoons are men of faith
and belief, the discomfort is all
the more felt. Such was the fate
of two of the most highly
regarded clergymen and
intellectuals of the nineteenth
century, a fate Freemasonry ought
ever to guard against. The men
referred to are the Reverend
Charles Kingsley, and the man
who was to become the Cardinal-
Deacon of St George in Velabro,
John Henry Newman.

The reduced influence of
organized Christian religion in
the United Kingdom of to-day
makes it difficult to appreciate
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either the intellectual strength of the
clergy of former years, or the depth
of feeling engendered by religious
and moral debate. It is therefore not
surprising that some of the best
minds of the Victorian period
considered the question of oaths as
well as the question of equivocation
and mental reservation.

Of the many protagonists of the
Victorian period, we consider
Charles Kingsley (referred to earlier
in the section dealing with the
sarsen stone at St Mary’s Church,
Eversley), and his long-time
opponent, John Henry Newman,
later Cardinal Newman.

Kingsley was born at Holne in
Devon on the 12th June 1819, the
same year as Queen Victoria. His
interests marked him out as a man
of those times. He was a parson of
the Church of England, an amateur
naturalist, a Christian Socialist of
the “Muscular Christian” type, an
educationalist, poet and novelist. He
is to-day, one supposes, most
remembered as the author of The
Water Babies, originally written
between 1862 and 1863 as a serial
for Macmillan’s Magazine, and first

published in its entirety in 1863.

Newman had been born in London
on the 21st February 1801, the son
of a banker. He is celebrated as the
Cardinal-Deacon of St George in
Velabro, the leader of the Tractarian
Movement, and as a philosopher,
man of letters, and a divine. It is
expected that the Commission of
Theologians which is due to meet in
Rome in September of this year
(2008) will recommend to the Pope

that he beatifies him in a process
leading to sainthood.

Kingsley had for many years taken
the view that superstition and
untruthfulness militated against
Christianity, and when in January of
1864 he reviewed Volumes VII and
VIII of Froude’s History of England
for Macmillan’s Magazine, he
included in the review the opinion
that:

Truth for its own sake has never
been a virtue of the Roman clergy.
Father Newman informs us that it
need not, and on the whole ought
not, to be; that cunning is the
weapon which Heaven has given
the saints wherewith to withstand
the brute male force of the wicked
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world which marries and is given in
marriage.
Kingsley relied for support for his
comments about Newman’s attitude
regarding truth upon one of
Newman’s sermons entitled
Wisdom and Innocence, which had
been published years before, in
1844.

Unfortunately for Kingsley,
Newman had actually said that the
weapons, with which the Church
defends herself, prayer, holiness,
and innocence, are to the world of
physical strength so
incomprehensible that it must
believe that the Church conquers by
craft and hypocrisy. “The words
“craft” and “hypocrisy” are but the
versions of “wisdom” and
“harmlessness”, in the language of
the world.”

Kingsley apologised for his having
“so seriously mistaken” Newman in
the February edition of Macmillan’s
Magazine, but there followed,
instigated by Newman, a most
acrimonious debate conducted in
print between the two men, they
never actually met with each other,
a debate which it is generally agreed
Newman won, but at a cost.

It was organized Christian religion
in the United Kingdom which
counted the cost of what became a
highly publicized debate about the
nature of truth and belief in the
affairs of the Church, and the
spectacle the affair presented to a
general public still inclined towards
religious faith and observance.

The editor of the Athenaeum wrote
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of how briskly, “… do we gather
round a brace of reverend
gentlemen when the prize for which
they contend is which of the two
shall be considered the father of
lies”.  6

The editor of the Athenaeum was an
educated man, and the periodical
was intended to be read by other
educated men, men who would have
been expected to immediately have
recognized the wit, but also the
barb, of suggesting that at least one
of the two clergymen was to be
considered the father of lies
because, of course, the author of the
Gospel of St John clearly identifies
the devil in such terms.  7

Any institution whose fundamental
beliefs and activities are found to be
without true significance to its
membership is likely to suffer
ridicule from the rest of society. No
amount of public relations work
designed to lessen the need for the
absence of significance is likely to
redress such a situation. This is
what makes the current debate
about oaths and oath taking
important for Freemasons within the
United Kingdom.

For the rich ceremonial and moral
integrity of Anglo-Masonry to be
maintained, it is necessary to
preserve vital elements of Masonic
ritual, and to encourage
comprehension of the nature of
oaths and oath taking, as well as the
Masonic relevance of notions such
as equivocation and mental
reservation. This will do more to
foster the cause of Freemasonry
than will the efforts of those who
seem to think that there is merit in

presenting Masonic ritual to the
general public as some sort of
harmless but ultimately pointless
amateur dramatic activity.

The possible objection that taking
oaths might foster fellowship and
group identity within a group, and
render others “outsiders” should be
considered, precisely because
fellowship and group identity are
produced in such circumstances. By
retaining the vital sacred and moral
elements, traditional within
Freemasonry, such a situation may
be celebrated, and any objection
overcome with full confidence.
Freemasonry is, after all, a
brotherhood of Masons, not of
general society, which is in any
event, the intended ultimate
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beneficiary of our Masonic
endeavours.

[img]http://i139.photobucket.com/
albums/q295/grandsecretary/
TheHolyBible.jpg[/img]

It is to be hoped that the sacred, will
continue to possess relevance
within Anglo-Masonry, and that
candidates will not be encouraged
to believe that the obligations they
enter into by way of oath are devoid
of either meaning or significance, or
that the presence of the Holy Book/
Volume of the Sacred Law is
necessary, only as part of the Mise
en scene.

NOTES ON THE AUTHOR:
Richard Martin Young is a retired
Law Lecturer and Grand Chancellor
of the Grand Lodge of All England.
www.grandlodgeofallengland.org

1. The term “Anglo-Masonic” is
meant to incorporate those
jurisdictions whose lineage is
traceable to the British Isles.
2. 1 Samuel v12
3. Sir James Frazer, The Golden
Bough, p33
4. Hebrews 6:13
5. Hebrews 6:16
6. Susan Chitty, The Beast and the
Monk, p.230
7. John 8:44
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The Man who would
be King

“The priest is mad,” said a horse-
dealer to me. “He is going
up to Kabul to sell toys to the Amir.
He will either be raised to honour or
have his head cut off. He came in
here this morning and has been
behaving madly ever since.”

“The witless are under the
protection of God,” stammered a
flat-cheeked Usbeg in broken Hindi.
“They foretell future events.”
“Would they could have foretold
that my caravan would have been
cut up by the Shinwaris almost
within shadow of the Pass!” grunted
the Eusufzai agent of a Rajputana
tradinghouse whose goods had been
diverted into the hands of other
robbers just across the Border, and
whose misfortunes were the
laughing-stock of the bazaar. “Ohe,
priest, whence come
you and whither do you go?”
“From Roum have I come,” shouted
the priest, waving his whirligig;

“from Roum, blown by the breath of
a hundred devils across the sea! O
thieves, robbers, liars, the blessing
of Pir Khan on pigs, dogs, and
perjurers! Who will take the
Protected of God to the North to sell
charms that are never still to the
Amir? The camels shall not gall, the
sons shall not fall sick, and the
wives shall remain faithful while
they are away, of the men who give
me place in their caravan. Who will

Ref : 14 - 16.5 -  next episode
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assist me to slipper the King of the
Roos with a golden slipper with a
silver heel?

The protection of Pir Khan be upon
his labours!” He spread out the
skirts of his gabardine and
pirouetted between the lines of
tethered horses. “There starts a
caravan from Peshawar to Kabul in
twenty days, Huzrut,” said the
Eusufzai trader. “My camels go
therewith. Do thou also go and
bring us good luck.”

“I will go even now!” shouted the
priest. “I will depart upon my
winged camels, and be at Peshawar
in a day! Ho! Hazar Mir Khan,” he
yelled to his servant, “drive out the
camels, but let me first mount my
own.”

He leaped on the back of his beast
as it knelt, and, turning round to me,
cried, “Come thou also, Sahib, a
little along the road, and I will sell
thee a charm—an amulet that shall
make thee King of Kafiristan.”

Then the light broke upon me, and I
followed the two camels out of the
Serai till we reached open road and
the priest halted.

“What d’ you think o’ that?” said he
in English. “Carnehan can’t talk
their patter, so I’ve made him my
servant. He makes a handsome
servant. ‘T isn’t for nothing that
I’ve been knocking about the
country for fourteen years. Didn’t I
do that talk neat? We’ll hitch on to a
caravan at Peshawar till we get to
Jagdallak, and then we’ll see if we
can get donkeys for our camels, and
strike into Kafiristan. Whirligigs for

the Amir, O Lor’! Put your hand
under the camelbags and tell me
what you feel.”
I felt the butt of a Martini, and
another and another. “Twenty of
‘em,” said Dravot, placidly.
“Twenty of ‘em and ammunition to
correspond, under the whirligigs
and the mud dolls.”
“Heaven help you if you are caught
with those things!” I said. “A
Martini is worth her weight in silver
among the Pathans.”
“Fifteen hundred rupees of
capital—every rupee we could
beg, borrow, or steal—are invested
on these two camels,” said Dravot.
“We won’t get caught. We’re going
through the Khaiber with a regular
caravan. Who’d touch a poor mad
priest?”

“Have you got everything you
want?” I asked, overcome with
astonishment. “Not yet, but we shall
soon. Give us a momento of your
kindness, Brother. You did me a
service yesterday, and that
time in Marwar. Half my Kingdom
shall you have, as the saying is.” I
slipped a small charm compass
from my watchchain and handed it
up to the priest. “Good-bye,” said
Dravot, giving me hand cautiously.
“It’s the last time we’ll shake hands
with an Englishman these many
days. Shake hands with him,
Carnehan,” he cried, as the second
camel passed me. Carnehan leaned
down and shook hands. Then the
camels passed away along the dusty
road, and I was left alone to wonder.

My eye could detect no failure in
the disguises. The scene in the Serai
proved that they were complete to
the native mind. There was just the
chance, therefore, that Carnehan
and Dravot would be able to wander
through Afghanistan without

detection. But, beyond, they would
find death— certain and awful
death.
Ten days later a native
correspondent, giving me the news
of the day from Peshawar, wound
up his letter with: “There has been
much laughter here on account of a
certain mad priest who is going in
his estimation to sell petty gauds
and insignificant trinkets which he
ascribes as great charms to H. H.
the
Amir of Bokhara. He passed
through Peshawar and associated
himself to the Second Summer
caravan that goes to Kabul.
The merchants are pleased because
through superstition they
imagine that such mad fellows bring
good fortune.”
The two, then, were beyond the
Border. I would have prayed
for them, but that night a real King
died in Europe, and demanded
an obituary notice.
The wheel of the world swings
through the same phases again
and again. Summer passed and
winter thereafter, and came and
passed again. The daily paper
continued and I with it, and upon
the third summer there fell a hot
night, a night issue, and a
strained waiting for something to be
telegraphed from the other
side of the world, exactly as had
happened before. A few great
men had died in the past two years,
the machines worked with
more clatter, and some of the trees
in the office garden were a
few feet taller. But that was all the
difference.

The Man who would
be King
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Seeking Further
Light

SEEKING FURTHER LIGHT

by W:.Tim Bryce, PM, MPS,
MMBBFMS
timb001@phmainstreet.com
Palm Harbor, Florida, USA

”A Foot Soldier for Freemasonry”

Shortly after I wrote the “Masonic
Manifesto” a couple of years ago, I
happened to attend a local Masonic
meeting. Afterwards, a group of
Brothers stopped by a local
watering hole  to have a drink and
shoot the breeze. One of the
Brothers there caught me off guard
when  he asked me, “Why do you
hate the Fraternity so much?”

Frankly, I was startled by the
question and asked him why he
thought this was so. He  contended
that I was overtly trying to change
the fraternity when there really
wasn’t  anything wrong with it. He
even went so far as to suggest that I
should start my own  fraternity and
leave Freemasonry alone. Please
keep in mind this was not a
malicious  attack as the Brother and
I have known each other for a long
time and have worked together
on many projects. However, my
various Masonic activities have not
gone unnoticed and is starting to be

perceived as a threat.

Let me now change gears for a
moment and describe another
Masonic meeting I recently
attended where various Brothers
were asked to describe their views
of Freemasonry. Most talked about
the virtues of the Brotherhood,
where a man’s word is his bond,
that we can  talk “on the level,” and
that a support network of Brothers
is very comforting.

When my  turn came, I described
Freemasonry as “further light.” Yes,
I enjoy the Brotherhood as  much as
the others did, but I see
Freemasonry as a beautiful concept
that, if practiced  properly, would
lead to world peace and prosperity
(I guess it is the idealist in me that
causes me to think this way).
Nonetheless, I see the fraternity in
terms of where it  should be and
believe as Masons we have a duty to
evolve and constantly seek
perfection.

Now, tying the two stories together,
do I hate Freemasonry? Absolutely
not. Would I  be so active in it if I
didn’t believe in its concepts? I
enjoy our degrees and am proud  of
our Masonic heritage, as I believe
all Masons should be. However,
Freemasonry is a  society that is not
without its faults. It is far from
perfect and we should always aspire
to improve it. I am not one to sit
back and simply grumble about
something from the sidelines.
Instead, I have chosen to take a

proactive role and have introduced
ideas and legislation to help
improve it. This does not sit well
with the powers that be (the  ”old-
guard”) and I am eyed suspiciously
as to my motives. Some demand
total obedience
and suggest I should be in lockstep
with the current policies and keep
my mouth shut.
I’m sorry, but I live in a free country
where the individual is encouraged
to think and innovate.

I even had some Brothers advise me
to be a little more “politically
correct,” otherwise I would never be
appointed District Deputy Grand
Master for our area. I countered,
“What’s more important,
Freemasonry or whether I get an
appointed position?”  In other
words, they are suggesting I do
nothing, get advanced and allow the
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fraternity  to stagnate. This is
troubling to me. I don’t want to see
the fraternity castrated due  to
apathy.

In the various professional and
nonprofit groups I am involved with
there seems to be  an escalation in
the viciousness of our discourse.
Instead of discussing problems
rationally, we must immediately
choose sides and defend it to the
bitter end. I am also seeing this
viciousness permeate Freemasonry
where I never dreamt it would
occur.  I always believed when a
Brother took the floor, he was
allowed to speak his mind, right  or
wrong, without fear of retribution.

Following this, an opposing
dialogue can be  conducted by other
Brothers and the Craft could
formulate its decisions accordingly.
But I’m afraid this is no longer
happening as the powers in
authority tend to  manipulate
opinion and suppress opposing
views. Consequently, harmony in
the Lodge is often sacrificed.

Bottom-line, in order for
Freemasonry to flourish and aspire
towards “further light”  the Craft
must be allowed to discuss and
debate Masonic issues on the level
and  without fear of persecution. No
subject should be considered taboo.

A healthy dialog  is vital to the
perpetuation and continued
improvement of Freemasonry. Such
discourse must be done with candor,

How about a
Compromise

You wil find Tim’s Book readily
available at the

Lodgeroom Store

honesty, and respect for the rights of
all participants. If  we fail to do so,
we are sticking are heads in the
sands and our light will
undoubtedly fade away. This would
be a tragedy.

Keep the Faith.
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Lodgeroom International Auction House
I have created the latest in the Lodgeroom Range of services.
Lodgeroom International Auction House

http://www.lodgeroominternational.com/auction/index.php

* It is designed to be an eBay style site for Freemasons only.
* You can list one item for sale or you can create an entire Store - Your
store.
You call it what you like , you  create your own logo and upload it then
populate it with your  own  products.
* You can bid on other products and others can bid on yours. You can have
‘buy it now’ price on each item, as well as your lowest auction price..
* Most all the main features of eBay are on this system.
* I have created a ‘billmcelligott’ Store to give you an idea of what your
store can look like, you can choose different themes colours etc..
* You decide what you charge for your itema. I thought Maybe a Lodge
might want to use it to raise funds for the Lodge by selling all the old
Regalia.
* I have cut off the small store monthly fees. You can upgrade your store
as time goes by. If your a big seller contact me and we can organise
reduced rates for volume. But I have cut the fees down to as low as they
can go sensibly.
* The money goes from the buyer direct to the seller. The responsibility is
between them both to ensure delivery.
* I can add further Categories as we expand but you can add extra
categories to your Own shop if you wish.
* http://www.lodgeroominternational.com/auction/auction_details.php?name=Companion-Apron-and-Sash&auction_id=100005

This is what each entry will look like after you create it.

Pay on line direct to seller

Open Auctions

Masonic
Products

New and Old

Someone
could use
those old

Books
All the well known

writers

Is that Ring worth what you think
it is
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Lodgeroom International Auction House
* There is also a section for wanted adds , so if your selling something this
may well be the place to look.
* The site will be linked to all the Lodgeroom web pages, so it will receive
good coverage in the Masonic community.
* It costs nothing to register and create any of the small Stores. you only
pay a small fee if you comit to advertising an item , just like on eBay.
* Here your customer base will only  be Freemasons. I think we can
cultivate a Masonic shopping zone where you all can interact and save
money.
* Have a look and see what you think of the idea

http://www.lodgeroominternational.com/auction/

* This is the  ‘billmcelligott’ store to give you the idea of what you can do
if you wish.

http://www.lodgeroominternational.com/auction/
shop.php?name=billmcelligott&user_id=100001

* So the choice is yours, sell one item at one time or create an on line
Store for continued sales for you or your Lodge. You can trade in a
multitude of currencies and deal with  Freemasons from New York to
Bombai.
* I will give assistsnce on creating the adds in both Lodgeroom UK and
Lodgeroom US. It is much the same as ebay but all software has its
different ways.

Add to your Library at a fraction of the costby buying from a Brother

I just realized I can save $ 150
at Auction ?
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Where have
all the Past

Masters
Gone

With apologies to Pete Seeger

Where have all the Past Masters
gone?
Long time passing
Where have all the Past Masters
gone?
Long time ago
Where have all the Past Masters
gone?
Tired and resting, every one.
When will they ever learn?
When will they ever learn?

One thing we have all noticed is
that after a year (or two... or three)
that the master of a lodge vanishes
like a puff of smoke as soon as, or
coincidental with, the installation of
a replacement... not to be seen for
some time, if ever again. What has
happened to them?

For those brothers, and non
members, who have never had the
pleasure/responsibility/duty of
sitting in the east and shouldering
the burden of leading the work, let
me share with you some of the
burdens, and joys, of being master
of a lodge.The first thing one must
consider is that the job is essentially
a full time one, in addition to your
regular job and your responsibility
to your family. On top of that, it is
unpaid, volunteer work, sought out
for, mostly, the joy of serving your
brethren.

Just GETTING to the east is a strict
task. As the Junior Warden (one the

three principle leaders of the lodge),
your provenance is providing the
food, snacks, meals, coffee and so
on during your year, serving as
Acting Master during the conferral
of the first degree (including a 20
minute lecture that must be
memorized), and serving on various
boards and committees in lodge. As
Senior Warden, you are the head
candidates coach, as often as not on
the temple and finance boards, as
well as organizing and planning
your year in the east, and serving as
Acting Master during the conferral
of all second degrees and filling in
for the master in his (albeit rare)
absences.

Then you are invested master of
your lodge. The ceremony of
installation is fairly impressive, but
it is not really until you are asked to
swear to abide by a list of about 15
additional duties as master that it
really begins to sink in that YOU
are the master of the lodge, and it is
to YOU that the brethren will be
looking for at least the next year.
Then they hand you the gavel, and
present you to the brethren:

”Worshipful Master, behold your
brethren. Brethren, behold your
Worshipful Master.”

WHAM, oops, you are really the
leader now, you are THE
WORSHIPFUL MASTER. You
worked for this, you memorized the
work and fulfilled the expectations
of your brethren and have now been
elected MASTER, for good or ill, of
the lodge. Like most men, at some
point you think: Please g-d, don’t let
me screw up as you step into those
shoes, filled by so many brothers
before you.

The good news is: Freemasonry is

ritual bound, and designed to make
it hard to change... or to mess up. As
master, YOU are the final word in
the lodge, only the Grand Master
(and to a certain, lesser extent, the
District Deputy Grand Master) can
overrule you, and neither will do so
unless you REALLY mess it up.
You have (if you are really lucky) a
cadre of past masters around who
will give you advice (just try and
stop them) and assist you (and
impede you). But, as General
MacArthur noted to his command
staff, you can’t PUSH string, you
have to pull it along to get it
anywhere.

This applies to the lodge as well. As
master, you are the elected leader,
and it is your duty to set the tone,
give the craft good instructions
whereby they may pursue their
labors, and in general guide the
lodge. To lead, however, you must
have the consent and assistance of
those you are leading. As Master,
you are also the chief confessor,
counselor, entertainment
coordinator, degree planner,
supervisor of the work, whipping
boy and chief cook and bottle
washer.

As master, you are expected to
attend the will of the past masters,
the Grand Master, the brethren (and
occasionally) their wives. You must
attend EVERY SINGLE
FUNCTION in your district to
“show the flag” for the lodge, even
if you are not a member, and of
course, fend off all the
“suggestions” that you join every
appendant and concordant body
along the way. That you must attend
every meeting of the lodge goes
without saying (you CANNOT be

continued on next  page
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sick, you are the master). You must
attend every meeting of the
“Officer’s Association (for my
European Brothers, that’s a kind of
Lodge of Instruction, only more
structured), you have to schedule
lodge practices (and make and lead
those with the Officer’s Coach), you
must attend all funerals, run the
business meetings, attend the
building (temple) board and finance
committee meetings, oh, and
somewhere in all that, maintain
your family relationship while
earning a living.

Oh, yeah, and one minor irritant you
have to put up with are the PMs
who DO manage to come to lodge
complaining about how “it wasn’t
done that way when I was master”
and suggestions from all sides. By
the end of a year, you KNOW you
have been master, and will for the
rest of your life wear that PM at the
end of your name as an appellation
indicating that you stood up and
counted.

But, by the end of that year, you are
bone, dead, stone tired. You need a
break, you WANT a break, you
DESERVE a break, but the lodge
needs you on some committee or in
some chair... and of course, your
wife and children are asking you
who you are when you get home
from work... and we wonder why
some Master’s run away as fast and
as far as they can from the lodge for
a while, to catch their breath and
find themselves!

And here is another reason: its a
kind of post traumatic stress

disorder. Like the soldiers in Iraq or
Viet Nam found out when they
came home, one minute in a combat
zone and the next home with your
family... as Master, one minute, you
are the center of the lodge and your
phone seemingly won’t stop
ringing... then you install the new
master, and no one so much as calls
to so much as see how you are
doing because they didn’t see you at
lodge the other night...

I speak from experience my
brothers! I loved my time in the
east, despite all the challenges, and
when the opportunity presents itself
to me again, I will gladly take on
the burden of leading my lodge,
because the REWARDS of being a
past master exceed all the gold in
the world, when a brother looks you
in the eye and says: Good to meet
you, worshipful.

There can be no greater reward in
this life.

May the blessings of heaven
rest upon us and all regular
masons. May brotherly love
prevail, and every moral and
social virtue, cement us!

W.Bro. R.T. Dunn

Where have all the
Past Masters Gone
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Co - Masonic
 by :
Karen Kidd, American Co-Masonry

“So it’s OK to call you “brother”,
right?”
That’s a common question I hear
from Malecraft Brethren, especially
when I first meet them or after
knowing them a short time I usually
briefly ponder whether he’d have
asked me that were I a Male Co-
Mason; then I smile and reply,
“Yes” and leave it there.

After all, I know the answer to my
unuttered question: no. Their
confusion isn’t with my place in the
fraternity but in my gender. That
confusion is compounded by the
decision, taken by some women
Freemasons in the past decade or
so, to adopt the title “sister”. To
quote the immortal Daffy Duck, it’s
“pronoun trouble”1 .

Masons have called each other
“Brother” for quite a long time. In
much of the Craft, the first
Freemason was the Biblical
Lamech2  (for reasons I’ve yet to
track down) whose children
developed the sciences and
industries. Among his children is a
daughter, Naamah, who discovered
textiles and other cloth-bound
technology. While most Masonic
scholars, particularly among the
Malecraft, like to ignore her, the
Cooke Manuscript3 , one of the
oldest in Freemasonry, lists her
among “the brethren”4 .

Among Freemasons, “’Brother’ is
neither a sentimental nor familiar
form of address but is a title,” RW
Alfonso Serrano of Aurora Grata-
Day Star Lodge No. 647, New York,

wrote in his “Masonic Etiquette”.5

“—as much so as
Worshipful, Very Worshipful,
Right Worshipful and Most
Worshipful, and must always
be used as such. A man does
not attend a Lodge
Communication in his
capacity as a private
individual; he is not Joe, or
Bill, or John. He is there in
his capacity as Master
Mason, and for this reason,
one should refer to “John
Doe” as “Brother Doe” in
the same literal sense as any
other officer in Lodge or
Grand Lodge.”

In many versions of Preston-Webb-
based Ritual, the newly initiated
Brother is informed the title is the
“sacred appellation” by which the
former candidate now will be
addressed,

Mackey’s Encyclopedia is very
specific, that “Brother” is “the term
which Freemasons apply to each
other.” In the section on
“Brotherhood”, Mackey’s
Encyclopedia recalls the early
church, in which members:

“. . .designated themselves
as a brotherhood, a
relationship unknown to the
Gentile religions; and the
ecclesiastica and other
confraternities of the Middle
Ages assumed the same title
to designate any association
of men engaged in the same
common object, governed by
the same rules, and united
by an identical interest. The
association or Fraternity of
Freemasons is in this sense

“So it’s OK to call you
 “brother”, right?”
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called a brotherhood.”

However, the Christian church,
along with many other such bodies
in antiquity and the medieval
period, included women as
members.

Likewise, there are a number of
times, historically and now, in
which women are referred to in
what, otherwise, may be considered
a masculine title. For instance,
“man” and “mankind” includes
women. The “brotherhood of
mankind” refers to the kinship
relationship between all people,
male and female.

Clearly, the roots of the title are in
those traditions. And yet “Brother”,
as used in Freemasonry, is very
unlike many of those religion- or
societal-based titles. A Roman
Catholic Priest, Brother or Nun may
well be called “Father”, “Brother”
and/or “sister” by layman as well as
clergy, even by Protestants, without
any feeling of impropriety. This is
not so between Freemasons. While,
as Freemasons, we recognize the
brotherhood of all humanity, the
title “Brother” is to be used only
between us. That is paradoxical but
true.

So it would seem logical enough
that “brother” in Freemasonry is a
title and not a gender reference.
“We were formed from the men,”
Honourable Fraternity of Ancient
Masons Past Most Worshipful
Grand Master Eileen Gray observed
in a BBC interview. “And we
followed the men in practice, We
use their ritual and it comes
naturally to be brothers in a

Fraternity,”6

And yet, in practice, it isn’t all that
logical. Among the Malecraft, many
of whom live their lives without
ever knowingly encountering a
female Freemason, referring to a
woman as “Brother” simply never
happens. So the Malecraft often
miss the point of the title, as a
sacred appellation, and
misunderstand it as gender-based.

This confusion is compounded by
how women Freemasons have
historically been called. The earliest
women Freemasons, who rose from
the otherwise Malecraft tradition in
the 18th and 19th Centuries, often
were called “Sister”.

The title “Brother” also is not
universally used among Femalecraft
members or for women Co-Masons
and it hasn’t been since the since
the days of early Co-Masonry.
Maria Deraismes, universally
recognized as the first woman Co-
Mason, was called “Sister”. Female
members of the Scotch Symbolical
Worshipful Lodge of England, Droit
Humain, No. 6 Human Duty, the
first Co-Masonic Lodge in Great
Britain, likewise, were called
“Sister” to maintain “the distinction
of sex.”7

And I’ve heard unhappy reports
from Malecraft Masons who say
they’ve encountered women
Freemasons who heartily object to
being called “Brother”. Such
encounters leave them hesitant to
address their Female brethren at all.

Which, I believe, is why many of
them ask if it’s OK to call me
“Brother” before they do so. It is a
question that does startle me at first
as, In my Obedience, all Brothers

are so-called. However, I also know
that not all Freemasons know that.
Which is why I don’t cringe when
I’m called “Sister” by a Brother
from another Obedience. After all, I
know they mean it in the same
spirit.

So I suppose my advice, if I have
advice to offer, is simple: if you
don’t know, ask.

I still smile at it. For as much
division as exists among the
Brethren, this seems a delightful
and little problem indeed.

And “Brister” works, too.

Bro. Karen Kidd

DISCLAIMER: I am not authorized to
speak for my Obedience but am happy to
offer personal opinions and observations.

1 See the Warner Brothers Cartoon
“Rabbit Seasoning”, 1953, directed by
Charles M. Jones.
2 Genesis Chapter 4.
3 Known for Matthew Cooke, who edited

its first publication in the 19th Century, the
manuscript dates to about 1450.
4 See page 94 of Robert Freke Gould’s

“History of Freemasonry” (Thomas C.
Jack, 1883) and rather an interesting
interpretation on page 110 of “the Temple
of Vision” (BRILL, 2002) by Marsha Keith
Schuchard
5 Available online here: http://

www.ohiolodge199masons.org/
index.php?page=SHORT35&title=Masonic%20Etiguette
6 Honourable Fraternity of Ancient

Masons is one of two Femalecraft Masonic
Obediences in Great Britain. See BBC
production “Women of the Lodge” By Kate
Meynell Pier Productions for BBC Radio 4,
available online here: http://
news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/magazine/4629813.stm
7 See page 12 of Ann Pilcher-Dayton’s

“The Open Door: The Order of Women
Freemasonry”, published by the Order
earlier this year.

“So it’s OK to call you
 “brother”, right?”
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CD Review

The Quest - Volume 1
(2 Disc Set)
by: Classic Media

The most comprehensive film
works ever produced on the mystery
of the Knights Templar.

12 monthly volumes on DVD -
Volume 1 Available Now !

There have been many theories
from historians along with
numerous spurious claims from
sensationalists, but with very little
hard evidence, until now.

The Origins of the Order of the
Knights Templar are shrouded in
mystery. There have been many
theories from historians along with
numerous spurious claims from
sensationalists, but with very little
hard evidence, until now. It would
appear that the secrets of the
Knights Templar went with them to
their graves.

The Quest will take you on a
journey which will unravel the web
of intrigue and prove without doubt,
what the Knights Templar knew and
discovered.

A journey which begins many
thousands of years ago, which sets
the foundations for not only the
Order of the Knights Templar, but
also the corner stone for Christianity
and the origins of Freemasonry.

With the aid of 21st century
technology and verification from
eminent archaeologists,
anthropologists and historians, The
Quest reveals hard indisputable
NEW evidence as each volume
brings astonishing discoveries and
unearths secrets which have lay
concealed for centuries.

The Format
The complete series is being filmed
in spectacular High Definition,
although to be available to
everyone, standard definition discs
will be produced wide screen
(16x9) and will be formatted to play
anywhere in the world on both
NTSC and PAL formats, with
stereo, Dolby 5.1 and DTS
soundtrack options. Disc 1 is a
DVD Movie, Disc Two is a DVD
with downloadable files for your PC
and Mac. The photographs
contained in these files are high
resolution jpeg formats and movie
files are in Quicktime and Windows
Media.

The Quest - Volume 2
(2 Disc Set)
by: Classic Media

‘The Journey Begins’. The Royston
Cave carvings reveal the next
locations, as The Quest travels to
the medieval towns of Warwick and
Guildford, in which the research
leads to Temple Balsall, Rothley
Temple, Newburgh Priory and

Byland Abbey, with some
fascinating developments.

Presented by Dr. Nick Barrett of the
BBC TV flagship programme ‘Who
Do You Think You Are’.

The Quest will take you on a
journey, unravelling the web of
intrigue and proving without doubt,
what the Knights Templar knew and
discovered. Along with eminent
experts, The Quest reveals
indisputable NEW evidence;
unearthing secrets of the Knights
Templar that have lay concealed for
centuries.

Discover how the Knights Templar
travelled using ancient knowledge
and the forgotten ‘hieroglyphic’
language. This is a journey which
begins many thousands of years
ago; setting the corner stone for the
origins of the Knights Templar,
Freemasonry and Christianity.

Witness the excavation of hidden
tombs, secret chambers and the
investigation of ancient myths and
legends, as The Quest travels the
world in search of the truth.
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Jokes and Humor
Factoids

The Academy Award statue is
named after a librarian’s uncle. One
day Margaret Herrick, librarian for
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences, made a remark that
the statue looked like her Uncle
Oscar, and the name stuck.

In every episode of Seinfeld there is
a Superman somewhere.

1961 was the most recent year that
could be written both upside-down
and rightside-up and appear the
same. The next year that this will be
possible will be 6009!

One thing that humans do more than
anything in their entire life is sleep.
Most Americans sleep more than 6-
8 hours a day, which is on average
around 24 years of ones life!

Shrimps’ hearts are in their heads.

All of the clocks in the movie “Pulp
Fiction” are stuck on 4:20.

The volume of the Earth’s moon is
the same as the volume of the
Pacific Ocean.

Winston Churchill, Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, Theodore Roosevelt and
Eleanor Roosevelt were all cousins.

You would have to count to one
thousand to use the letter “A” in the
English language to spell a whole
number.

The Egyptian hieroglyph for
100,000 is a tadpole.

There is actually a word for a 64th
note — a hemidemisemiquaver.

Babies are born without knee caps.
They don’t appear until the child
reaches 2-6 years of age.

Most Americans’ car horns beep in
the key of F.

Al Capone’s business card said he
was a used furniture dealer.

The number of hamburgers the
McDonald’s fast-food chain has
sold is 12 times the world’s total
population.

When a female horse and male
donkey mate, the offspring is called
a mule, but when a male horse and
female donkey mate, the offspring is
called a hinny.
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