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Letters to the Editor
The staff at the Lodgeroom International
would like to invite you to send your
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we would like to hear what you think about
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from you!
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The Masons I have known.

This piece could be book length, I will
not go that far but I do believe that a
man remains alive if in his friends
thoughts and memories, if they
remember  he was here. I still talk to
my parents, my Mother died when I
was 16 and my Father when I was 36. I
will probably go under the Category of
“Who could ever forget Whatisname”.
So with your kind permission I would
like to reminisce on a few old friends
that are no longer with us, but most
certainly made a lasting impression on
me.

To start I cannot miss out our own
Theron Dunn, in all my years I have
never met a man who tried harder to
make himself a better person. Every
day, sometimes it seemed like every
hour he strived for one improvement
after another. You will all probably
remember his signature tag
“Freemasonry: Its not about me
changing them, it's about me
changing me!”. He lived that quote.
He certainly improved me.

continued on next  page
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John Lamb
Was a Grand Officer in my Lodge,
he was at my Initiation and most
every meeting of my Lodge up until
he became ill. He made me feel so
welcome when I first set foot in my
Mother Lodge and he made me feel
a part of my new Lodge and my
new Masonic family. The first piece
of advice I got was from John, “As
soon as you can Bill, go and see
another person Initiated”. I did not
always agree with John but I always
respected a fine Mason and a
wonderful man. Thanks John.

Ted Lemon
Ted was a strange character
altogether, well to look at he was
rotund and had one of those hair
styles that had just about 7 strands
of hair, strategically combed to
cover as much of his bald head as
possible. I was at a Ladies Night
when I was told Ted had died, there
were a number of big strong men in
the Hallway outside crying that
night.

Ted was at the second meeting I
ever attended, he was at my
initiation a couple of weeks before.
At this second meeting he came up
to me at the festive board and asked
if I had a card with the words of the
Grace on it as we were about to sing
Grace. I said “No” so he gave me
his card. About  3 minutes later he
came back and said “ Sorry Bill, the
candidate does not have a card,
would you mind if I took that one
back, but I will make sure you get a
card”. No problem for me I did not
know what was happening anyway.

Some 2 days later I picked up the

post on my door mat and sure
enough there was a letter from Ted
with a note and a card with the
words to the Grace on it. Nobody,
and I do mean nobody had ever
taken that much trouble to keep
their word to me before that day.
This man had to find out my name
and my address, remember his
promise, and immediately do what
he said he would do. All these years
later I still have that card, thank you
Ted.

Wally Kent
Wally was just about totally deaf,
but could hear with the aid of a
hearing aid. He lost his hearing
during the War. Terry was a Para, he
was dropped in a bridge too far at
Arnhem, as he hit the ground a
bomb went off near by , damaging
his ear drums. To demonstrate what
a character Wally was, I will tell you
he was taken as a Prisoner of War,
he escaped and with the help of the
French underground got back to
England.

After a short period of recovery
Wally was back in the War, he again
parachuted into Europe and was
again duly caught by the Nazi war
machine and put in another POW
camp. This lasted a couple of
months when our Wally escaped
again, he did get back to England
but in a bad way.

His wife had received the dreaded
letter from the war Office informing
her that her husband was missing in
action presumed dead. Wally was in
such poor condition when he finally
made it back to England the second
time he was not able to tell anyone
who he was.

Can you imagine the scene when

Gwen, his Wife, one day at work in
the Munitions factory, was called
into the bosses office, where she
was told she had a phone call. “
Hello love” she heard, “Its Wally
here, I am in Portsmouth”.  All the
Girls in the factory had a collection
and sent Gwen down to see her
Wally in hospital, the next day.

Terry Doyland
A most unremarkable person to
meet, quiet and reserved. But
always there with a smile and an
encouraging word. He played the
Electric Organ, not very well, but he
was always ready to step in and
have a go if the organist did not turn
up.

At the age of 76 terry was the man
who kept my second Lodge going,
always there always working always
ready willing and able. He died
making hos friends so sad, the only
inconsiderate thing he ever did to
the best of my knowledge.

Best friends with Wally, we called
the pair the ‘Wally and Terry’ show,
they could never get anything right,
always did the wrong ritual in the
wrong place, but my God what
wonderful Masons they were. I miss
Terry and Wally.

Roy Cornwell
Was a quiet, uncomplicated person.
Who just has it, respect I mean, he
does not ask for it, he does not seek
it, he just has it.

Roy was initiated into The Lodge of
Old Friendship, in 1943. This as I
am sure you have calculated was
during the war years. Lodge of
Instruction was regularly interrupted
by falling bombs and Roy informs
us that even though the Bombs

The Masons I have known
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made a great deal of noise Lodge of
Instruction was never actually
canceled.

He was a toolmaker so it was of
utmost importance that he was in
England and assisting with the war
effort with his skills. His Father
proposed Roy and his Brother also
later joined the Lodge.
Today in the year of our Lord 2003
Roy has completed 60 wonderful
years in Freemasonry. At the age of
85 he still attends LOI and is indeed
the mainstay of it.

He could at the drop of any ones
hat, produce a full and complete
rendition of any office at any
particular time during any particular
ceremony. And to this day does, at
most of the Regular meetings.

In the Lodge we have a wide range
on the ages, young men of 23 to
Roy at 85. You would think it would
be a difficult job to get them all
singing off the same hymn sheet.
Well it does not seem to be with
Roy on your team.

He had three close calls, or
invitations to attend The Grand
Lodge Above. He apparently read
the Summons wrong and was
returned to us after a couple of
operations. For an 85 year old he is
in very good health. The last
summons he accepted, I did get the
chance to say goodbye when I
visited him in Hospital the week he
died.

I would keep an eye on Roy during
Lodge ceremonies and through
failing eye sight and diminishing
hearing when he could make out
one of his young pupils had done a
particular piece of ritual rather well,
you could see his chest rise with

pride, because he did that. After 68
years in Masonry he still got a kick
out of a good piece of ritual.

So what makes these men special,
did they become special because
they joined Freemasonry or is it that
Freemasonry attracts certain special
men. I don’t know the answer to
that but it can not be just a
coincidence.

Here is an example of another man
who made me feel a little humble,
Oh alright, he made me fell a lot
humble.

Anonymous
A while back I was confronted with
a man , a Past Master of the Lodge I
was visiting told us all he was
quiting Freemasonry. You see he has
had a stroke and since he had his
stroke he has limited movement and
limited speech capabilities, he gets
there, but just takes a while to
complete the sentence.

For a number of years I have visited
this Lodge and this man has made
me feel quite humble, having
complained to myself about various
aches and pains and spent some
time using crutches. I think I have
earned the right to moan about my
poor treatment by the Lord and his
great scheme of things.

Then I meet this man who has
climbed a Mountain compared to
my minor ailments and I feel very
small. I deserve to feel so, because I
am blessed with so much in this
world that any complaint is an insult
to my Creator.

I have sat in Lodge when this man
has opened and closed the Lodge in
the Masters Chair, not only was this
a major event for him, it was also a

major compliment to his Lodge. For
even though it took some time,  not
one member made a sound, not one
member moved a hair they waited
for as long as it took. I was so proud
of this Lodge and all its members
because to me this is what
Freemasonry is all about, love of
your fellow man above all else. Not
just talking the talk but walking the
walk.

My concern here is that maybe, just
maybe this wonderful Mason does
not realize what he has done for his
Lodge. We are told to be prepared to
undergo examination when properly
called upon. This Lodge has been
examined and has proved itself to
be in full possession of the
Landmarks and Tenets of our Craft.

I would like this Freemason to read
this short report and think again
before leaving the Craft, we all
understand his frustration and that it
is asking a lot for him to stay. My
message is a simple one, you put in
Brother far more than you take out,
please stay.

These men made a difference to me
and I am confident to others, I am a
better man for that experience.

So to all the Freemasons and the
Non Freemasons that show
kindness and consideration to other
people, I thank you.

I have said this so many times now,
it is not what Freemasonry can do
for you, but what you can do for
Freemasonry. The question we
should all ask ourselves is, ‘will I be
remembered’ ?

Bill McElligott
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The Knight Templar
and London

continued on next  page

The Temple Church
[ facts from Wikipedia]
is a late 12th century church in
London located between Fleet
Street and the River Thames, built
for and by the Knights Templar as
their English headquarters. In
modern times, two Inns of Court
(Inner Temple and Middle Temple)
both use the church. It is famous for
its effigy tombs and for being a
round church. It was heavily
damaged during the Second World
War but has been largely restored.

In the mid 12th century, before the
construction of the church, the
Knights Templar in London had met
at a site in High Holborn in a
structure originally established by
Hughes de Payens (the site had been
historically the location of a Roman
temple in Londinium). Because of
the rapid growth of the order, by the
1160s the site had become too
confined, and the Order purchased
the current site for the establishment

of a larger monastic complex as
their headquarters in England. In
addition to the church, the new
compound originally contained
residences, military training
facilities, and recreational grounds
for the military brethren and
novices, who were not permitted to
go into the city without the
permission of the Master of the
Temple.
The church building comprises two

separate sections. The original nave
section, called the Round Church,
and an adjoining rectangular
section, built approximately half a
century later, called the Chancel. In
keeping with the traditions of the
order, the nave of the church was
constructed on a round design based
on the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre in Jerusalem. The nave is
55 feet in diameter, and is
surrounded by the first-ever free-
standing dark Purbeck Marble
columns. It is probable that the
walls and grotesque heads were
originally painted in colours.
It was consecrated on February 10,
1185 in a ceremony by Heraclius,
Patriarch of Jerusalem. It is believed
that Henry II was present at the
consecration.

1185? 1307
[ The Temple Church ]
The Knights Templar order was
very powerful in England, with the
Master of the Temple sitting in
parliament as primus baro (the first
baron of the realm). The compound
was regularly used as a residence by
kings and by legates of the Pope.
The Temple also served as an early
depository bank, sometimes in
defiance of the Crown’s wishes to
seize the funds of nobles who had
entrusted their wealth there. The
independence and wealth of the
order throughout Europe is
considered by most historians to
have been the primary cause of its
eventual downfall.
In January 1215 William Marshall
(who is buried in the nave next to
his sons, under one of the 9 marble
effigies of medieval knights there)
served as a negotiator during a
meeting in the Temple between
King John and the barons, who
demanded that John uphold the
rights enshrined the Coronation
Charter of his predecessor Richard

I thought you might like to contemplate
the affect the  KT had on London
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I. William swore on behalf of the
king that the grievances of the
barons would be addressed in the
summer, leading to John’s signing
of Magna Carta in June.
William later became regent during
the reign of John’s son, Henry III.
Henry later expressed a desire to be
buried in the church and so, in the
early 13th century, the choir of the
original church was pulled down
and a new larger structure, now
called the Chancel, was built. It was
consecrated on Ascension Day 1240
and comprises a central aisle and
two side aisles of identical width.
The height of the vault is 36 feet 3
inches. One of Henry’s sons, who
died in infancy, is buried in the
Chancel, but Henry later altered his
will with instructions to be interred
in Westminster Abbey.

Crown seizure
[ The Temple Church ]
After the destruction and abolition
of the Knights Templar in 1307,
Edward II took control of the church
as a Crown possession. It was later
given to the Knights Hospitaller,
who rented the Temple to two
colleges of lawyers. One college
moved into the part of the Temple
previously used by the Temple’s
knights, and the other into the part
previously used by its priests, and
they shared the use of the church.
The colleges evolved into the Inner
and Middle Temples, two of the
four Inns of Court (the other two
being Lincoln’s Inn and Gray’s Inn).

16th?19th centuries
[ The Temple Church ]
In 1540, the church became the
property of The Crown once again

when Henry VIII abolished the
Knights Hospitaller in England and
confiscated their property. Henry
provided a priest for the church
under the former title “Master of the
Temple”. In the 1580s, the church

was the scene of the Battle of the
Pulpits, a theological conflict
between Calvinists and supporters
of the Church of England. At that
time, William Shakespeare also
knew it and hence, in his play Henry
VI, part 1, it and the Temple garden
feature as the setting for the
fictional scene of the plucking of
two roses and the start of the 15th
century Wars of the Roses. In 2002,
this was commemorated with the
planting of new white and red roses
in the modern gardens.
Following a later agreement in 1608
by James I, the two Inns were
granted the use of the church in
perpetuity, and continue to use the
Temple as their chapel, on condition
that they supported and maintained
the church.
The church was undamaged by the

The Knight Templar
and London

http://lodgeroomstore.com/
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Great Fire of London in 1666.
Nevertheless, it was refurbished by
Christopher Wren, who made
extensive modifications to the
interior, including an altar screen
and the introduction of an organ to
the church for the first time. The
church was restored again in 1841
by Smirke and Burton, who
decorated the walls and ceiling in
the high Victorian Gothic style, in
an attempt to bring the church back
to its original appearance. Further
restoration work was executed by
James Piers St Aubyn in 1862.

Second World War
[ The Temple Church ]
On May 10, 1941, a German air raid
of incendiary bombs set the roof of
the Round Church on fire,[1] and
the fire quickly spread to the nave
and chapel. The organ and all the
wood parts of the church, including
the Victorian renovations, were
destroyed and the dark Purbeck
marble columns of the Chancel
cracked from the intense heat.
Although these columns still
supported the vault, they were
deemed unsound and replaced by
replicas. The original columns had a
light outward lean, an architectural
quirk which was duplicated in the
replacement columns.
During the renovation by the
architect Walter Godfrey, it was
discovered that the renovations
made by Wren in the 17th century
were in storage and they were
replaced in their original position.
The church was rededicated in
November 1958.

Among other purposes, the structure
was originally used for Templar
initiation ceremonies. In England,

the ceremony involved new recruits
entering the Temple via the western
door at dawn. The initiates would
enter the circular nave, and then
take monastic vows of piety,
chastity, poverty and obedience. The
details of initiation at the time were
a closely-guarded secret, though this
secrecy later caused trouble as
gossip and rumours spread about
possible Templar blasphemy. These
suspicions were manipulated and
expanded by the Order’s enemies,
such as King Philip IV of France.

The Temple Church holds regular
church services, including Holy
Communion on Sunday morning. It
also holds weddings, but only for
members of the Inner and Middle
Temples. The Temple Church serves
both the Inner Temple and the
Middle Temple as a private chapel.
The Temple Church has always
been a royal peculiar, and the
choristers have the privilege of
wearing scarlet cassocks as a result.
This means that it is subject to the
jurisdiction of the Crown, and not
of the Bishop of London. Modern-
day relations with the Bishop of
London are, however, very good; he
regularly attends events and
services at the Temple Church.

Inner Temple
The Honourable Society of the
Inner Temple is one of the four Inns
of Court around the Royal Courts of
Justice in London which may call
members to the Bar and so entitle
them to practise as barristers. (The
other Inns are Middle Temple,
Gray’s Inn and Lincoln’s Inn.)
The Temple was occupied in the
twelfth century by the Knights
Templar, who gave the area its
name, and built the Temple Church
which survives as the parish church
of the Inner Temple and Middle
Temple. The Inner Temple was first
recorded as being used for legal
purposes when lawyers’ residences
were burned down in Wat Tyler’s
revolt. It is an independent extra-
parochial area, historically not
governed by the City of London
Corporation (although
geographically within the
boundaries and liberties of the City
of London) and equally outside the
ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the
Bishop of London.

The Inn suffered heavily from
wartime bombing between
September 1940 and May 1941,

The Knight Templar
and London

Inner Temple Library, 1892, by Herbert Railton
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because of its proximity to the
Thames. The buildings destroyed
included the Library and the Hall
although others, such as 2 King’s
Bench Walk, were fortunate to
survive.
The oldest surviving buildings in
the Inner Temple date from the
seventeenth century and are on
King’s Bench Walk (named after the
King’s Bench Office which was
there until the nineteenth century),
though the first storey of the
Knights Templars’ medieval buttery
(where food was served) survives as
part of the larger building that
contains the rebuilt Inner Temple
Hall. Many other parts of the Inn are
Victorian.

Middle Temple
The Honourable Society of the
Middle Temple is one of the four
Inns of Court exclusively entitled to
call their members to the English
Bar as barristers; the others being
the Inner Temple, Gray’s Inn and
Lincoln’s Inn. It is near the Royal
Courts of Justice, within the City of
London.
In the 13th century, the Inns of
Court originated as hostels and
schools for student lawyers. The
Middle Temple is the western part
of “The Temple”, the headquarters

of the Knights Templar until they
were dissolved in 1312; the awe-
inspiring Temple Church still stands
as a “peculiar” (extra-diocesan)
church of the Inner and Middle
Temples. There has never been an
“Outer Temple”, apart from a
modern office block of that name -
an order of 1337 refers to repairing
the lane “through the middle of the
Court of the Temple”, which
became known as Middle Temple
Lane and probably gave its name to
the Inn.

Middle Temple Hall is at the heart
of the Inn, and the Inn’s student
barristers are required to dine there
for a minimum number of nights for
several terms. The dinners are
sometimes followed by lectures or
debates.

Part of Middle Temple c.1830 as drawn by
Thomas Shepherd. The hall is beneath the
cupola.

Gray’s Inn
The Honourable Society of Gray’s
Inn is one of the four Inns of Court
around the Royal Courts of Justice
in London, England to which
barristers belong and where they are
called to the bar. The others are
Middle Temple, Inner Temple and
Lincoln’s Inn.
It is located in Holborn, in the
London Borough of Camden.

All student barristers have to join

The Hall, Gray’s Inn, 1892, by Herbert
Railton

one of the four inns. In order to
qualify as a barrister they must pass
exams at Bar School and complete
their Inn’s dining sessions, about 12
in a year. Originally a student
qualified solely by eating dinners.
The dinners are eaten in the
hammerbeam roofed main hall of
Gray’s Inn, rebuilt after being
severely damaged in the Blitz.

The first building on or close to the
site of the present hall was the
manor house of the ancient Manor
of Portpool. It was the property of
Reginald de Grey, 1st Baron Grey
de Wilton[1], Chief Justice of
Chester, Constable and Sheriff of
Nottingham, who died in 1308.
Gray’s believe the date of their
foundation to be about 1388, but
their earliest records date from
1569.
In 1370 the Manor House is
described for the first time as
“hospitium” (a hostel). That change
of description suggests a gathering
of lodgers by then and it seems
probable that the “hospitium” was a
learned society of lawyers who
boarded and worked there, making
it rather like a college. Gray’s
believe that about 18 years later the
land became an adjunct of the
courts.

The Knight Templar
and London
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Lincoln’s Inn
The Honourable Society of
Lincoln’s Inn is one of four Inns of
Court in London to which barristers
of England and Wales belong and
where they are called to the Bar.
The other three are Middle Temple,
Inner Temple and Gray’s Inn.
Lincoln’s Inn is able to trace its
official records to 1422 (i.e. beyond
those of the other three); however,
by tradition, none of the Inns claims
to be the oldest of the four.
The Honourable Society of
Lincoln’s Inn is said to take its
name from Henry de Lacy, third
Earl of Lincoln, who died in 1311.
His own great house was adjacent
and he is credited with being the
Society’s patron. Although the other
three Inns of Court are of
comparable antiquity, having
evolved from uncertain origins in
the fourteenth century, Lincoln’s Inn
can claim the oldest extant records,
the Black Books, which record its
principal activities from 1422 to this
day.

It is near Holborn, in the London
Borough of Camden, just on the
border with the City of London and
the City of Westminster, near the
Royal Courts of Justice. The Inn lies
to the north of the Strand (and the
two Temples) and to the south of
High Holborn (and Gray’s Inn);
Chancery Lane being the nearest
tube station.

Lincolns Inn
Continued on next  page

I had not heard or seen this before
so I wondered if our readers would
like to check it out

The Presentation of White Gloves

The Worshipful Master has very
kindly entrusted me this evening,
with the honour of presenting you,
in open Lodge, with these white
gloves, which I will now ask our
Brother the Director of Ceremonies
to hand to you. (pause while the DC
does so.) and will you please put
them on.

Before giving a brief history, and
explanation, on the significance of
the wearing of these gloves. I would
just like to say how delighted I am,
to be able to congratulate you on
entering our beloved order, and
particularly the XXXXXXX Lodge.

History tells us that the wearing of
gloves, is a practice that
Freemasonry inherited from the
Operative Masons who wore them
to protect their hands while working
on the building stone. The were
originally a necessary part of a
Mason’s protective clothing,
especially important to prevent
injury; and they were supplied to the
Masons by their employers.

This led, nearly 2000 years later to
the wearing of White Gloves by
Freemasons throughout the world.

Four hundred and two years ago, on
the 15th. Of January in the year
1599 the records of the Kilwinning
Lodge in Ayrshire, Scotland; state
that a particular brother one Donald
Ian Fraser, upon his Initiation was
presented with a pair of White

Gloves by his fellow masons to
commemorate this very special
occasion. This has since been
discovered to be the FIRST,
OFFICIAL evidence of white gloves
being worn by a Freemason; but in
the ensuing years it has become
a custom and tradition, for all
Masons to include a pair of white
gloves as part of their regalia, and
their duty is to put them on prior to
entering a Freemason’s Lodge
meeting.

Further investigation shows, that
from the 1720’s onwards, records
refer to the custom of the initiate
himself, presenting a pair of white
gloves to each of the brethren who
attended his initiation; however, by
the mid eighteenth century, in many
Lodges, this was altered, to the
Initiate now being presented with
two sets of white gloves. One pair
for his own use, and the other a pair
of longer gloves, for the Lady of his
choice.

Whilst these two particular customs
are still practised in many
continental Lodges, in France and in
Denmark, we in England have
reverted to the traditional custom of
presenting one pair of white gloves
to each of our initiates.

Symbolically the white of these
gloves denotes innocence and
purity. During the ceremony of your
initiation, here this afternoon, you
were invested with the apron of an
entered apprentice Freemason, by
our brother the Senior Warden,
during which ceremony, he
emphasised that the apron is ‘the
Badge of Innocence, and the Bond
of friendship’.

The Presentation of
White Gloves
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This will now blend with the purity
of your white gloves, symbolically
denoting a purity of action, rectitude
of
conduct, a never-ending argument
for higher thoughts, nobler deeds,
and greater achievements.

Brother XXXXXXXX, all of us
here this evening, your brethren
within the XXXXXXX Lodge,
members and guests alike, have
great pleasure in welcoming you
into our Craft, and we wish you a
long, happy, and successful
Masonic career.

And finally we simply ask for you
to follow the tradition; that when
you are about to enter a Freemasons
Lodge, your last duty will be to put
on your white gloves. And we trust
that when you do, you will be
reminded of this, your special day,
of which, we hope you will have
many happy memories.

Brother XXXXX once again I
congratulate you.
Thank you Worshipful Master. XX

Many have speculated on the
Medieval  Guilds being the
foundation of modern Freemasonry
or at least a contributing factor.
Have a look at the following which
may stir your imagination to look
even deeper ?

A History of the County of Chester
[England]: Volume 5 part 2

Author

A T Thacker and C P Lewis
(editors), J S Barrow, J D Herson, A
H Lawes, P J Riden, M V J
Seaborne

In the early 1420s the title of master
was sometimes given to officers
representing a guild or the light
which it maintained for devotional
purposes,  but in nonreligious
contexts guild officers were
invariably called aldermen and
stewards.  The working officials
were the stewards, two in number,
whose election possibly always took
place on the feast day of the
company’s patron saint. Most
companies also had two aldermen,
though there were some variations.
In 1472 the Saddlers had four,  and
a few companies managed with only
one at various times, including the
Bakers in the late 15th century and
the earlier 16th,  the Linendrapers
under their charter of 1552,  and the
Drawers of Dee in 1572.  The
Merchant Drapers switched to a
master and two wardens under their
charter of 1577,  followed in 1607
by the Brewers, under an Assembly
charter (master and two stewards)
varied by a royal charter of 1634

continued next page

Did Masonry really start
when ?
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(master and two wardens),  and in
1679 by the Bricklayers when they
became a separate company; the
last, however, went back to an
alderman and two stewards c. 1826
and two aldermen and two stewards
in 1832.

Stewards or wardens usually served
for two years each, the aldermen or
masters for longer. In combined
guilds there were rules to ensure
that no single occupation
monopolized the offices. The
aldermen and masters conducted the
meetings held quarterly or more
frequently; the stewards and
wardens kept records, enforced
attendance, and supervised finances.
Income was derived from admission
fees, fines for the breach of
ordinances, and quarterly dues,
called quarterage and usually
between 3d. and 6d. a head.
Admission fees in the 16th and 17th
centuries varied from under £1 to
£12 or even more, with a dinner in
addition or an extra fee in lieu.
Regular expenditure included the
amounts spent on feasting and
drinking at meetings or special
occasions; the expenses of litigation
or any other unforeseen demands
had to be met by special levies.

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/
report.aspx?compid=57315&strquery=Masons%20Guild

The guilds were also concerned
from the 15th century to preserve
their monopoly against outsiders
and against residents within the
liberties who worked without
belonging to the relevant company.
Those dwelling on the castle
demesne or within the abbey
precinct were immune, and in the
late 14th and early 15th century
non-freemen could work elsewhere

Research
in the city on payment of a small
annual fine, though the practice died
out between the late 1420s and c.
1450 as the guilds grew stronger.

In the earlier 16th century, with the
support of the Assembly, some
guilds became more active in
enforcing their monopolies. The
Tailors, for example, seem to have
brought at least two or three cases
every year between 1500 and 1550,
and the Carpenters, Dyers, Skinners,
Tanners, and Smiths were also
assiduous in hounding ‘foreign’
traders, ‘foreign’ clearly meaning
anyone not a freeman of Chester.

Even at the height of the guild
system in the later 16th and earlier
17th century, however, the guilds
did not find it easy to enforce their
rights against unqualified
competitors in Gloverstone and the
cathedral precincts, or from the
countryside. By the 1630s
Gloverstone in particular was
crowded with non-guild traders and
craftsmen who claimed the right to
sell their wares in the city’s markets
without hindrance.

Religious and Ceremonial Role
Before 1700
The guilds were social and until the
Reformation religious organizations
as much as economic ones, with
concerns which focused on burial of
the dead and camaraderie with the
living. Members of the Smiths’
company, for example, were fined
in 1501 for failing to attend a
brother’s funeral.  Their religious
concerns probably pre-dated their
role as craft regulators, and were
still well to the fore in the early 15th
century, when craft organizations
were commonly termed fraternities.
At least some maintained a light on
an altar in one of the city’s

churches, among them the
Carpenters in the Carmelite church,
and the Tanners on the altar of St.
Mary Calvercroft at St. John’s.
Several bore the name of the patron
saint on whose festival the officers
were elected, including the
Shoemakers that of St. Martin, the
Smiths St. Eligius (Loy), and the
Weavers the Blessed Virgin.

With the decline of economic
regulation in the earlier 18th century
the guilds were already turning
themselves into private dining
clubs. The dinner traditionally held
after the annual meeting became
more important than the meeting
itself, and typically sociable rules
such as fining members for
swearing were kept up or
introduced.  Until the late 18th or
early 19th century the guilds also
joined in the civic celebrations held
on Oak Apple Day (marking the
restoration of Charles II, 29 May), 5
November, coronation days, when
war was declared,  and when the
bounds of the liberties were beaten.
Throughout the 18th century they
contributed towards a prize for the
St. George’s Day horse race

Lodgeroom Auctions
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The Worshiful Companies of
London

continued on next  page

Following on from the Templar
London connection. Lets have a look

and see if anything looks familiar
with Worshipful Companies ?

Miles Park, Master 1981
Chairman, Hall Sub-Committee,
Salters’ Hall, January 2000

This book is dedicated in the words
of the traditional toast: To the
Salters’ Company, with its Maids,
Wives and Widows, coupled with
the name of the Master.

http://www.salters.co.uk/
company/histsalt.html

Worshipful Company
of Tylers and
Bricklayers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Worshipful_Company_of_Tylers_and_Bricklayers

The organisation of Tylers (roof
and floor tile layers) and
Bricklayers existed in 1416; it was
incorporated by a Royal Charter in
1568.

Originally, the Company possessed
a monopoly over bricklaying
within the City of London.
However, after the Great Fire of
London, the King decreed that
brick or stone, instead of timber,
should be used in the building of
homes.

There was too much rebuilding to
be done by only the Tylers' and
Bricklayers' Company; craftsmen
from across England were

summoned, and the monopoly was
terminated. The Company now
exists, along with most Livery
Companies, primarily as a charitable
body. The Company also supports
various building schools.

The Tylers' and Bricklayers'
Company ranks thirty-seventh in the
order of precedence of Livery
Companies. Two of its Liverymen
have become Lord Mayor of
Londonschools.
The Tylers’ and Bricklayers’
Company ranks thirty-seventh in the
order of precedence of Livery
Companies. Two of its Liverymen
have become Lord Mayor of London

Organisation
The Company is led by its Master,
assisted by the Upper Warden and
Renter Warden. They are appointed
annually by the Court of Assistants.

Members of the Court are Past
Masters of the Company, Liverymen
who will be proceeding to high
office, a learned Clerk and a
Treasurer. From the Court an
Executive Committee is elected to
run its day-to-day business.

The Company employs a part-time
Beadle and has an honorary
Chaplain.

The Worshipful Company of
Fishmongers

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Worshipful_Company_of_Fishmongers

History

The Company has an unbroken
existence of more than seven
hundred years - although it probably
existed earlier, it received its first
Royal Charter in the year 1272.

A predecessor guild was fined as
adulterine in 1154. It took the
name the Stock Fishmongers'
Company as the result of another
Royal Charter of 1508. Then, in
1537, it combined with the Salt
Fishmongers' Company into the
Company of the present name.

The most famous Fishmonger is
Sir William Walworth, who as
Lord Mayor of London in 1381
ended the Peasants' Revolt by
stabbing the rebel Wat Tyler to
death at Smithfield in the
presence of King Richard II.

The Worshipful Company of
Butchers

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Worshipful_Company_of_Butchers

The Worshipful Company of
Vintners

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Worshipful_Company_of_Vintners

http://lodgeroomstore.com/
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Worshipful Companies in
London

continued on next  page

The Worshipful Company of
Vintners is one of the Livery
Companies of the City of London. It
probably existed as early as the
twelfth century, and it received a
Royal Charter in 1364.

Due to the Royal Charter, the
Company gained a monopoly over
wine imports from Gascony. Also, it
acquired the right to sell wine
without a licence, and it became the
most powerful company in the wine
trade.

However, in 1553, it lost its right to
sell wine anywhere in the country.
Up to 2006, vintners had the right to
sell wine without a licence in certain
areas, such as the City of London or
along the route of the old Great
North Road. This right has now
been abolished, but limited
privileges remain

Worshipful Company of
Armourers and Brasiers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Worshipful_Company_of_Armourers_and_Brasiers

The Worshipful Company of
Armourers and Brasiers is one of
the Livery Companies of the City of
London. The Armourers' Guild was
established in 1322; it received a
Royal Charter in 1453.

Other Companies, including the
Armour Repairers, merged with the
Armourers. In 1708, brass workers
joined the Company, which was
renamed as the Armourers' and
Brasiers' Company. The Company
does support the metallurgy
industry, but does not retain a close

association with its original trade,
as is the case with a majority of
Livery Companies. It exists
primarily as a charitable
establishment.

The Company is based at
Armourers' Hall, situated on the
corner of Coleman Street and
London Wall, and has occupied this
same site since 1346. The Hall was
one of the very few to escape
destruction in the Great Fire of
London in 1666.

In 1795, the Hall was enlarged, but
it was decided in 1839 to rebuild it
completely. The lantern, or dome, of
the Livery Hall was added in 1872.
On the 29th December 1940, during
a major blitz on London, the
surrounding area was devastated,
but again the Hall survived.

The Armourers' and Brasiers'
Company ranks twenty-second in
the order of precedence of Livery
Companies. The Company's motto
is We Are One.

Note: The Loving Cup

http://
www.armourersandbrasiers.co.uk/
history_loving.htm

Master's Day was always the great
social occasion of the year and the
election of the new Master was
attended with much ceremony

We often ask where does the
tradition come from? well it would
seem mostly from the Worshipful
Livery Companies of London Town.

The Man who would
be King

 The man who would be King
by Rudyard Kipling
ref: 11 - 13

“Neither drunk nor sunstruck,” said
Dravot. “We have slept
over the notion half a year, and
require to see Books and Atlases,
and we have decided that there is
only one place now in
the world that two strong men can
Sar-a-whack.

They call it Kafiristan. By my
reckoning it’s the top right-hand
corner of Afghanistan, not more
than three hundred miles from
Peshawar. They have two and thirty
heathen idols there, and we’ll be the
thirty-third and fourth. It’s a
mountaineous country, the women
of those parts are very beautiful.”
“But that is provided against in the
Contrack,” said Carnehan. “Neither
Women nor Liqu-or, Daniel.”
“And that’s all we know, except that
no one has gone there, and they
fight, and in any place where they
fight a man who knows how to drill
men can always be a King. We shall
go to those parts and say to any
King we find, ‘D’ you want to
vanquish your foes?’ and we will
show him how to drill men; for that
we know better than anything else.

Then we will subvert that King and
seize his Throne and establish a
Dynasty.” “You’ll be cut to pieces
before you’re fifty miles across the
Border,” I said. “You have to travel
through Afghanistan ton get to that
country.
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It’s one mass of mountains and
peaks and glaciers, and no
Englishman has been through it.
The people are utter brutes, and
even if you reached them you
couldn’t do anything.”
“That’s more like,” said Carnehan.
“If you could think us a little more
mad we would be more pleased. We
have come to you to know about
this country, to read a book about it,
and to be shown maps.

We want you to tell us that we are
fools and to show us your books.”
He turned to the bookcases.
“Are you at all in earnest?” I said.
“A little,” said Dravot, sweetly. “As
big a map as you have got, even if
it’s all blank where Kafiristan is,
and any books you’ve got. We can
read, though we aren’t very
educated.”

I uncased the big thirty-two-miles-
to-the-inch map of India
and two smaller Frontier maps,
hauled down volume INFKAN
of the “Encyclopaedia Britannica,”
and the men consulted
them. “See here!” said Dravot, his
thumb on the map. “Up to
Jagdallak, Peachey and me know
the road. We was there with

Robert’s Army. We’ll have to turn
off to the right at Jagdallak through
Laghmann territory. Then we get
among the hills—fourteen thousand
feet—fifteen thousand —it will be
cold work there, but it don’t look
very far on the map.”

I handed him Wood on the “Sources
of the Oxus.” Carnehan was deep in
the “Encyclopaedia.” “They’re a
mixed lot,” said Dravot,

reflectively; “and it won’t
help us to know the names of their
tribes. The more tribes the more
they’ll fight, and the better for us.
From Jagdallak to Ashang. H’mm!”
“But all the information about the
country is as sketchy and inaccurate
as can be,” I protested. “No one
knows anything about it really.

Here’s the file of the ‘United
Services’ Institute.’ Read what
Bellew says.” “Blow Bellew!” said
Carnehan. “Dan, they’re a stinkin’
lot of heathens, but this book here
says they think they’re related
to us English.” I smoked while the
men poured over Raverty, Wood,
the maps, and the “Encyclopaedia.”

“There is no use your waiting,” said
Dravot, politely. “It’s about four
o’clock now. We’ll go before six
o’clock if you want to sleep, and we
won’t steal any of the papers. Don’t
you sit up. We’re two harmless
lunatics, and if you come to-morrow
evening down to the Serai we’ll say
good-bye to you.”

“You are two fools,” I answered.
“You’ll be turned back at the
Frontier or cut up the minute you set
foot in Afghanistan. Do you want
any money or a recommendation
downcountry? I can help you to the
chance of work next week.”
“Next week we shall be hard at
work ourselves, thank you,”
said Dravot. “It isn’t so easy being a
King as it looks. When we’ve got
our Kingdom in going order we’ll
let you know, and you can come up
and help us govern it.”

“Would two lunatics make a
Contrack like that?” said
Carnehan, with subdued pride,
showing me a greasy half-sheet
of notepaper on which was written

the following. I copied it,
then and there, as a curiosity.
This Contracx between me and you
persuing witnesseth in
the name of God—Amen and so
forth.
(One) That me and you will settle
this matter
together; i.e., to be Kings of
Kafiristan.

(Two) That you and me will not,
while this
matter is being settled, look at any
Liquor, nor any Woman, black,
white,
or brown, so as to get mixed up
with
one or the other harmful.
(Three) That we conduct ourselves

The Man who would
be King
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and making notes on
the back of the “Contrack.” “Be
sure to come down to the
Serai to-morrow,” were their parting
words.

The Kumharsen Serai is the great
foursquare sink of humanity
where the strings of camels and
horses from the North load and
unload. All the nationalities of
Central Asia may be found there,
and most of the folk of India proper.
Balkh and Bokhara there meet
Bengal and Bombay, and try to draw
eye-teeth. You can buy ponies,
turquoises, Persian pussy-cats,
saddle-bags, fat-tailed sheep, and
musk in the Kumharsen Serai,
and get many strange things for
nothing.

In the afternoon I went down to see
whether my friends intended to keep
their word or were lying there
drunk. A priest attired in fragments
of ribbons and rags stalked up

to me, gravely twisting a child’s
paper whirligig. Behind him
was his servant bending under the
load of a crate of mud toys.

The two were loading up two
camels, and the inhabitants of
the Serai watched them with shrieks
of laughter.

Another Episode mext Month

You can create your own
Masonic store to sell direct
to Masons accross the globe

at Lodgeroom Auctions
My  own Store

The Man who would
be King
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THREE TYPES OF MASONS
 by W:.Tim Bryce,
PM, MPS, MMBBFMN

timb001@phmainstreet.com
Palm Harbor, Florida, USA
”A Foot Soldier for Freemasonry”

”The best things in life come in
threes, like friends, dreams, and
memories.”
- Anonymous

I’ve always believed in the concept
of threes and the power of the
triangle. Being  a management
consultant specializing in
Information Technology, I’ve
encountered  this phenomenon too
many times to consider it to be
nothing but a coincidence.

Consequently I tend to see things in
“threes,” such as looking for three
reasons  for something to occur,
three fundamental stages of growth
(such as the three degrees),  or
identifying three characteristics of
something, such as Masons. In my
travels  through the fraternity, it has
been my experience that there are
three distinctly  different types of
Master Masons in the world:
Anonymous, Amateur, and
Professional.

ANONYMOUS MASONS

These are the Masons who loyally
pay their dues but are never seen in
the Craft Lodge.

They are either incapable of
attending (due to a short cable-tow,
they live out of town,  or simply
don’t care), or they joined for the
notoriety of being a Mason in the
hopes it  might help their
professional career, or they joined in
order to advance to another
Masonic related body, such as the
Shrine, and never look back. Lodge
Secretaries are  familiar with the
Brother’s name, but cannot place a
face to it. The Anonymous Mason is
also commonly referred to as the
“M.I.A. Mason” (Missing In
Action).

AMATEUR MASONS

Perhaps a better adjective for this
type of Mason is “casual” as they
tend to dabble in  the fraternity. For
example, they may occasionally
make an appearance in the Craft
Lodge,  send in a donation for a
worthy Masonic cause, or read a
book or article pertaining to the
fraternity. They truly like being a
Mason but balk at making a major
commitment to it,  such as
becoming an officer or serving on a
committee. They are also the first to
complain when a dues increase is
proposed or if the Lodge doesn’t
look quite right. Instead of
becoming more active and finding

out the cause of the problems in the
Lodge,  they find it easier to grouse
from the sidelines thereby
disrupting harmony.

PROFESSIONAL MASONS

In every Lodge there is a handful of
Brothers you can count on for
leadership and  to lend a hand when
the chips are down. They are
intimate with the mechanics of the
Lodge and the fraternity and do not
hesitate to step forward when
needed, and help  mentor younger
and less experienced Brothers so
they may grow and take their place
in the Craft Lodge hierarchy. The
Professional Mason is not a zealous
control  freak with a huge ego, but
rather is unselfish and appreciates
the power of teamwork
and the tenets of Freemasonry. He
rightfully understands that
Freemasonry is more about

Three Types of
Mason
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the overall Brotherhood as opposed
to the glory of a single individual.

Some time ago I described “The 80/
20 Rule” (aka “Pareto’s Principle”)
which is a management concept
commonly found in business,
whereby 80% of the work is
performed by 20% of the workers.
We see this not only in business but
in any nonprofit  organization,
including Freemasonry. Do not be
alarmed, this is natural. In the Craft
Lodge,  80% of the work is
performed by the Professional
Masons, and the remaining 20% is
squeezed out of the Amateur and
Anonymous Masons. If this is true,
the Craft Lodge  becomes in danger
if Professional Masons are
eliminated. Another danger is when
an  Amateur Mason rises and is
elected to the East. This type of
person is more interested  in
obtaining a Past Master’s apron,
than doing anything of substance.

So, the question arises, “What kind
of Mason are you?” I guess it
ultimately comes  down to why you
joined the fraternity. If you are truly
seeking further light, then  you are
on the right path. If not, you will
probably be nothing more than an
Amateur  or Anonymous Mason,
and we have too many of them
already.

Keep the Faith!

To receive notices of Tim’s
writings, subscribe to his private
Discussion Group at:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
timbryce/

You can also “tune in” to Bro. Tim’s
audio podcasts at the “Lodgeroom
International” (UK):

http://
podcast.lodgeroominternational.com/

Also be sure to check out Tim’s
“Pet Peeve of the Week” (non-
Masonic related) at:

http://www.phmainstreet.com/
timbryce.htm

Copyright (c) 2008 by Tim Bryce.
All rights reserved.

Three Types of
Mason
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Lodgeroom International Auction House
I have created the latest in the Lodgeroom Range of services.
Lodgeroom International Auction House

http://www.lodgeroominternational.com/auction/index.php

* It is designed to be an eBay style site for Freemasons only.
* You can list one item for sale or you can create an entire Store - Your
store.
You call it what you like , you  create your own logo and upload it then
populate it with your  own  products.
* You can bid on other products and others can bid on yours. You can have
‘buy it now’ price on each item, as well as your lowest auction price..
* Most all the main features of eBay are on this system.
* I have created a ‘billmcelligott’ Store to give you an idea of what your
store can look like, you can choose different themes colours etc..
* You decide what you charge for your itema. I thought Maybe a Lodge
might want to use it to raise funds for the Lodge by selling all the old
Regalia.
* I have cut off the small store monthly fees. You can upgrade your store
as time goes by. If your a big seller contact me and we can organise
reduced rates for volume. But I have cut the fees down to as low as they
can go sensibly.
* The money goes from the buyer direct to the seller. The responsibility is
between them both to ensure delivery.
* I can add further Categories as we expand but you can add extra
categories to your Own shop if you wish.
* http://www.lodgeroominternational.com/auction/auction_details.php?name=Companion-Apron-and-Sash&auction_id=100005

This is what each entry will look like after you create it.

Pay on line direct to seller

Open Auctions

Masonic
Products

New and Old

Someonw
could use
those old

Books
All the well known

writers

Is that Ring worth what you think
it is

http://www.lodgeroominternational.com/auction/index.php
http://www.lodgeroominternational.com/auction/index.php
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Lodgeroom International Auction House
* There is also a section for wanted adds , so if your selling something this
may well be the place to look.
* The site will be linked to all the Lodgeroom web pages, so it will receive
good coverage in the Masonic community.
* It costs nothing to register and create any of the small Stores. you only
pay a small fee if you comit to advertising an item , just like on eBay.
* Here your customer base will only  be Freemasons. I think we can
cultivate a Masonic shopping zone where you all can interact and save
money.
* Have a look and see what you think of the idea

http://www.lodgeroominternational.com/auction/

* This is the  ‘billmcelligott’ store to give you the idea of what you can do
if you wish.

http://www.lodgeroominternational.com/auction/
shop.php?name=billmcelligott&user_id=100001

* So the choice is yours, sell one item at one time or create an on line
Store for continued sales for you or your Lodge. You can trade in a
multitude of currencies and deal with  Freemasons from New York to
Bombai.
* I will give assistsnce on creating the adds in both Lodgeroom UK and
Lodgeroom US. It is much the same as ebay but all software has its
different ways.

Add to your Library at a fraction of the costby buying from a Brother

I just realized I can save $ 150
at Auction ?

http://www.lodgeroominternational.com/auction/index.php
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A Man, free
Born and of
Good Report

A MAN, FREE BORN AND OF
GOOD REPORT
By Giovanni Lombardo

According to Anderson’s
Constitutions, “the persons
admitted Members of a Lodge must
be good and true Men, free-born,
and of mature and discreet Age, no
Bondmen no Women, no immoral
or scandalous men, but of good
Report.”
Since today slavery is no longer in
existence, who is a “free” man? I
think we have to examine the
requisite in psychological terms.
A free man is an open minded man,
willing, and able, to investigate any
source of knowledge and truth.
Incidentally, man finds the adjective
“free” in the Masonic sense in a
letter which a certain Landolfo, an
Italian man, wrote to his friend
Heinrich Cornelius Agrippa on the
4th February 1509, to address a
petitioner to him.
Landolfo wrote: «Like you he is
German, born in Nuremberg, at the
present he lives at Lyon. He
curiously inquires into the Nature’s
mysteries, and he is a free man,
absolutely independent, desirous to
explore your same abyss... test him,
launch him on to the space, on
Mercury’s wing let him fly from
Auster to Boreas, take also Jupiter’s
scepter; and if he wishes to vow our
statutes, let him be initiated into our
fraternity».1
To be a man of good report means
to have the necessary physical and
spiritual qualities; to be in harmony
with the external world; to be

pushed to develop intuition so as to
ascend towards a superior level and
to become a man who integrates his
own nature in with the rhythm of
the universal law of evolution and
love.
Freedom can be either an exterior or
interior quality. However,  both
kinds are reciprocally tied together.
The former allows men to actively
take part in external life. Without
such a freedom, human dignity
would be consistently jeopardized
and humiliated.
The latter allows men to search for
their own identity without any
bonds whatsoever.
Dogmas are Freedom’s worst
enemies. I am not referring to the
exterior dogmas but, rather, to the
inner ones, which are far more
dangerous because often man is
unaware of them. For this reason
Freemasonry teaches us to go
beyond any dogmatic speech.
Inner freedom is not a gift but,
rather, a difficult, sometimes
painful, conquest. A man has to
overcome many obstacles, to get rid
of his bad habits which prevent him

from thinking freely, and reject the
false idols upon which human
beings like to rely upon because
they are spared the fatigue of the
inner work.
A man who is conscious of his inner
freedom will consider exterior
freedom in a different manner: he
will neither accept to be dominated,
nor he will dominate other men. He
is now a free man, master of
himself, and he will make every
effort to help his brothers to get out
of the Platonic cave and ultimately
to see the light.

1 Quoted by A. Reghini, Il carattere
fondamentale delle Costituzioni
originarie della Massoneria, in
L’Acacia Massonica I, 66-70, 1947
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Regularity
by Theron Dunn
I have seen, and been party to
discussions on Masonic Regularity
for some time now, and this issue
never serves but to stimulate... and,
frankly, to disappoint.

It disappoints because intellectual
energy is rarely, if ever, brought to
the table on the issue. It is, rather,
one of viscera, emotion and
contention. This is silly on several
levels, mostly because those of us
discussing it have very little to do
with changing it, and worse, most
have very little or no understanding
of it’s whys and wherefores. We
even have some women weighing in
on the issue, claiming that because
their group tells them they are
regular masons, that therefore, they
are... ignoring, of course, what
regular means in a masonic context.

For the most part, the ones
disparaging regularity are masons
who are not regular masons. This is
not particularly unusual or difficult
to understand. These men, and, yes,
women, desire to be considered as
regular masons, to be brought into
the embrace of “Universal”
Freemasonry (a term whipped up by
non regular masons as a way of
easing a change and by redefining
masonry) but one that has no real or
substantive meaning as other than a
PC attempt at redefining words,
specifically in this case, regularity.

I also want to start off, in an attempt
at full disclosure, at stating my
position. Lets start with what I have
already written:

Wednesday, September 19, 2007
Are There Women Masons?

Thursday, September 20, 2007
Regularity Vs. Recognition

Sunday, October 14, 2007
Of Masonic Regularity

Friday, November 2, 2007
A Broom Named Harmony

Thursday, November 15, 2007
Acknowledgment Vs. Recognition

I have come to believe a number of
things:

Clandestine does not equal evil
or necessarily non mason or
“has no value”.

Irregular means simply what it
says: non regular
PRACTICE, not irregular or
non mason.

Women can be just as good a
mason as a man can.

The concept and practice of
Regularity exists for a good
reason.

The concept and practice of
Regularity has been...
misused for political
reasons.

A Regular mason can learn from
a non regular mason, and
VICE VERSA.

Here is the single most
important lesson I have
learned about the whole
Regularity issue:
BETWEEN MASONS,
UNLESS WE ARE
PLANNING ON OPENING
A TYLED LODGE
SESSION, REGULARITY

DOES NOT MATTER.
For some, the above will be
unbelievable or heretical, or both. I
am a regular mason, I am proud of
being a regular mason. I am a fifth
generation regular mason, so the
choice of obedience I would choose
what never in question. Further, I do
not feel it is necessary for regular
masonry to extend regularity (what
is often called amity, that is
intervisitation) to any lodge that is
not regular.

I am think that a type of recognition
could be established, where the
Regular, George Washington Grand
Lodges (and hopefully Prince Hall
Grand Lodges) could acknowledge
that there is other types of
freemasonry in existence, that they
are not de facto fraudulent or “bad”
prima facie, and that while we will
not have “Masonic
Communication” as it is styled in
Freemasonry, that we can, at the
very least, treat each other as
brethren.

Perhaps an acknowledgment along
the style of the United Grand Lodge
of England, which recently noted
that:

“There exist in England and
Wales at least two Grand
Lodges solely for women.
Except that these bodies
admit women, they are, so
far as can be ascertained,
otherwise regular in their
practice. There is also one
which admits both men and
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women to membership.
They are not recognised by
this Grand Lodge and
intervisitation may not take
place. There are, however,
discussions from time to
time with the women’s
Grand Lodges on matters of
mutual concern. Brethren
are therefore free to explain
to non-Masons, if asked,
that Freemasonry is not
confined to men (even
though this Grand Lodge
does not itself admit
women). Further
information about these
bodies may be obtained by
writing to the Grand
Secretary.

”The Board is also aware
that there exist other bodies
not directly imitative of pure
antient Masonry, but which
by implication introduce
Freemasonry, such as the
Order of the Eastern Star.
Membership of such bodies,
attendance at their meetings,
or participation in their
ceremonies is incompatible
with membership of this
Grand Lodge”.

Grand Lodge News” of the
UGLE following the 10
March 1999 Quarterly
Communication of UGLE.

Now that I have detailed my
personal position on the issue, I
want to delve into the accusations
that have been leveled against
Regular “Anglo” (to note a derisive
term lately coined by a famous anti-
regular freemason brother) or what I

prefer to call, when speaking of non
Prince Hall Regular Grand Lodges,
George Washington Grand Lodges.

His claim has been that Regular
Freemasonry does not “allow” its
brethren to attend clandestine
lodges. On the surface, this is true.
After all, every George Washington
Grand Lode has a book called
Lodge’s Masonic in its lodges that it
uses to, in part, define what lodges
can be visited and which should
NOT be visited. It is also true that if
a brother does visit one of these
lodges that he stands in danger of
facing masonic charges and
expulsion from Regular
Freemasonry.

Yet, that is a choice that every
brother CHOOSES to follow. Any
man can attend a clandestine lodge
(though, frankly WHY he would do
so is beyond me), but as with
everything in life, there are
consequences to actions. An oath is
an oath, after all.

The corollary to the claim that
Regular Masons cannot visit non
regular lodges is that no Regular
Mason can even TALK to a non
regular mason. This is, certainly,
incorrect. This very blog is read by
Regular Masons around the world,
by non regular masons, and by non
masons. If I could not talk to or
communicate with non regular and
non masons, this very blog would
be impossible.

Regular Masons are free, as are all
men, to seek knowledge where they
can find it, and claims to the
contrary are... well, less than
intellectually honest. As a Regular
Mason, my only restriction is that I
cannot (WILL NOT) sit in a tyled
session in a non regular lodge of

Regularity

continued on next page
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masons. Mostly because I swore not
to, but in a larger sense because I
swore not to, and see no reason at
all to violate my obligation.

What is this “Universal”
Freemasonry then?

Truthfully, its an attempt to redefine
Freemasonry into something other
than what it is. There are, really,
four types of Freemasonry. Regular
Freemasonry, that is essentially,
lodges who can trace the
provenance of their charters to
grand lodges that were formed in a
manner consistent with traditions all
the way back to that tavern in June
of 1717. Primarily, that is, for, of
course, there are exceptions, but as
is usually true, the exceptions prove
the rule.

Another type of freemasonry are the
“Grand Orients”. Then there are the
women’s and co-ed obediences. I
group them together since both
involve women in lodges. Their
origins cannot be regular as by
masonic tradition, noted in
Anderson’s Constitution, only men
can be masons. That was certainly a
tradition, and is certainly one that
the Regular Lodges should be and
are free to maintain, there is
absolutely no reason why women
can’t create their own lodges and
“be masons”.

Then there is plain out fraudulent
freemasonry, frauds like the
American Masonic Federation of
the early 20th century that
engendered the creation of Mail
Fraud laws, and a long list of
masonic frauds you can find here.

Regularity From the very beginning there have
been pretenders to Freemasonry,
which is why the whole issue of
Regularity was created. Antients vs
Moderns, fake lodges, money pits,
cons and worse have tried to follow
on the coat tails of the honorable
reputation that Freemasonry has
garnered, and Regularity has been a
way of minimizing these crooks and
worse.

The problem is, the issue is one that
is complex and convoluted, even
the Grand Lodges have a hard time
with it. As a result of this lack of
clarity, non regular masons have
been able to cloud the issue further
by making bald assertions, most
often based on their own lack of
understanding of the complexities,
and in some, few cases, deliberately
to forward their own agendas.

As Freemasons, we have manifold
obligations. We must obey the
Master of our Lodge, and the Grand
Master and his representatives. We
must, also, obey our consciences.
So, what does that mean to the
brethren? I can only answer that by
what it means to me:

When a man, or a woman,
approaches me and identifies
themselves as a Freemason, I will
acknowledge them as such.

Nice words... what does that
REALLY mean? It means that I
acknowledge anyone that claims to
be a mason as a mason, I will render
them the same aid and assistance
that I would render to any man that I
know is a Regular Mason. I will
NOT share or discuss the items my
Grand Lodge has declared are the
secrets of Freemasonry, nor the
rituals or what goes on in my lodge

meetings.

And, of course, I will not attend
ANY lodge that I do not know for
sure is a Regular Lodge as defined
by my grand lodge and the Lodge’s
Masonic list. This means I have
attended Prince Hall Lodges and
lodges all over the United States.

None of this keeps me from
studying other lodge systems or
learning from non regular masons,
nor from teaching non regular
masons, within the constraints
defined by my Grand Lodge.

I am a Regular Mason, but love all
my brethren, withersoever dispersed
around the globe.

W. Bro. Theron Dunn

http://lodgeroomuk.com/masonicstore/catalog/index.php
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The Open Door
By : Ann Pilcher Dayton  - review by Karen Kidd

Getting a copy of Ann Pilcher-
Dayton’s “The Open Door: The
History of the Order of Women
Freemasons 1908-2008” can be
difficult. I purchased a copy when
the book was released by Lewis
Masonic this past spring and
received it in early August, in time
for the September issue of
Lodgeroom International.

Happily, it’s been worth the wait.
Pilcher-Dayton achieves in this
volume something very rare in
Grand Lodge histories: this actually
is very interesting.

Perhaps it can’t help but be so,
given the topic. Women Freemasons
is rather compelling to a strangely
high number Freemasons in this
world. This always has struck me as
odd but I found I got over that rather
early in this book.

“The Open Door” was written and
released in honor of the Order’s
Centenial this year. That doesn’t
mean the Order of Women

Freemasons is precisely 100 years
old this year. In truth, the order, like
all Femalecraft Obediences, traces
its roots to the founding of Co-
Masonry in France in the latter 19th
Century. Specifically, the Order of
Women Freemasons broke from Co-
Masonry, as envisioned by Annie
Besant, Francesca Arundale and
others who founded the Co-Masonic
Lodge of Human Duty in 1902.

Schisms occurred very early on
(want to know all about that? Read
the book). The Obedience that later
became the Order of Women
Freemasons, the Fraternity of
Antient Masonry, firmly established
itself as an independent order in
1908.

The order grew steadily (and didn’t
stop initiating men until the Mid-
1930s) enough that by 1920, the
Grand Master, Marion Lindsay
Halsey, decided to petition the
United Grand Lodge of England for
recognition. She also penned a very
polite letter that accompanied the
petition. The reply she got (included
in the book, along with the petition
and her letter) was rather tersely
worded and in the negative. A less
mature Mason probably would have
responded in kind. Thanks to
Pilcher-Dayton’s book, we know
that Bro. Halsey responded far more
politely and almost prophetically,

GM Marion Lindsay Halsey

The current GM

Co - Masonic

continued next page
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saying she and her officers “regret
the answer” but:

”. . .the recognition
of women’s place in
Freemasonry is
nevertheless only a
question of time and
patience, they will
continue to devote
their best energies to
developing their part
of the movement in
the true spirit of
Masonry, so that,
when recognition is
finally granted, the
Honourable
Fraternity of Antient
Masonry will be seen
to be securely
founded upon the
three grand
principles of
Brotherly Love,
Relief and Truth.”

Of course, Halsey’s predictions
about “time and patience” were
fulfilled in the UGLE’s 1999
statement on Women Freemasons, a
statement that very likely had the
Order of Women Freemasons in
mind when it announced the
obvious: “that Freemasonry is not
confined to men (even though this

Grand Lodge does not itself admit
women).”

But Pilcher-Dayton doesn’t take us
there right away. Indeed, it becomes
very clear that recognition by any
Masonic body but themselves is
quite low on the Order’s list of
priorities. Instead, the Order spent
decades growing itself. In the
margins of each chapter are the
names of each lodge in the order
they were founded. In the back is a
full listing of all their lodges – some
outside of Great Britain.

Pilcher-Dayton also describes the
activities of the Order in all that
time, from the very important work
in its growth and direction, to its
charitable activities and the good it
has done in the greater world. One
of my favorite sections describes the
Order’s activities during World War
II, when lodges were instructed how
to respond if they heard gunfire and
some activities had to be cancelled.

“Brethren drove
ambulances, manned
first aid posts, one
worked for the secret
service department at
the war office, many
did nursing, and they
knitted, knitted,
knitted . . . “

What is more, Pilcher-Dayton
provides the names so many
Brothers just don’t know but who
worked so hard to keep the Order
alive and thriving. There’s the
order’s first Grand Master, the Rev.
Dr. William Frederick Cobb, rather
cantankerous character known as
much for heat as Light. There’s Bro.
Emma Florence Turner, whose
generous donation early on gave the
Order its physical home. There’s

Lucy Bertram O’Hea, Grand Master
during World War II, very brave,
something of an adventurer but
always – always – a lady. Then there
were the hundreds of Brothers in
attendance at the Order’s Diamond
Jubilee celebration in 19689.
There’s . . . many more.

Pilcher-Dayton also describes the
order’s spread to Canada,
Zimbabwe and elsewhere.

The book includes all the lists one
expects from such a history. There
are the names of all the Grand
Masters and when they served.
Other Grand Officers are listed as
well. Pilcher-Dayton also includes
the usual dates and places. But she
manages to include this without the
story becoming dry.

And she also demystifies a history
that, to too many Freemasons, is
very mystical indeed.

Which I, personally, hope will
encourage other long standing
Obediences to consider releasing
similar histories.

Pilcher-Dayton’s book may be
obtained via Lewis Masonic here:

http://lodgeroomstore.com//
product_info.php?cPath=50_22_39&products_id=621

If it takes a while to arrive . . .
I recommend patience. For it is
worth the wait.
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Book Review

Robert’s Rules of Order:
Masonic Edition
Revised by Michael R. Poll
Softcover $17.95  £ 9.25
ISBN 1-887560-07-6

Fast becoming a Masonic bestseller!

Experienced legislators, editors,
civic leaders, business executives,
and club officers all pronounce
Roberts Rules of Order the best
parliamentary Guide in the English
language. Its amazing acceptance
entitles it to the claim of being the
recognized authority in
parliamentary law. Now, for the first
time, the most comprehensive,
understandable, and logical guide to
smooth-running meetings has been
revised for use in Masonic lodges
and appendant bodies.

This is a must for every Masonic
lodge officer.

”I strongly recommend this book to
all Worshipful Masters, and those
who will be in that position, and
those who have been but are still
interested in helping their
Worshipful Masters.” -Paul M.
Bessel, Past Senior Grand Warden
of the Grand Lodge of Washington

The Masonic Magician

by: Philippa Faulks and Robert
Cooper

Publisher: Watkins Publishing
Product code: N7685
ISBN: 9781905857685
£16.99

Miracle-worker or man of straw?
Count Alessandro Cagliostro was a
cult figure of European society in
the tumultuous years leading to the
French Revolution. An alchemist,
healer and Freemason, he inspired
both wild devotion and savage
ridicule – and novels by Alexander
Dumas, a drama by Goethe and
Mozart’s opera The Magic Flute.

Cagliostro’s sincere belief in the
magical powers, including
immortality, conferred by his
Egyptian Rite of Freemasonry won
him fame, but made him dangerous
enemies, too. His celebrated travels
through the Middle East and the
capitals of Europe ended abruptly in
Rome in 1789, where he was
arrested by the Inquisition and
condemned to death for heresy.

The Masonic Magician tells
Cagliostro’s extraordinary story,
complete with the first English
translation of the Egyptian Rite ever
published. The authors examine the
case made against him, that he was
an impostor as well as a heretic, and
finds that the Roman Church, and
history itself, have done him a
terrible injustice.

This engaging account, drawing on
remarkable new documentary
evidence, shows that the man
condemned was a genuine visionary
and true champion of Freemasonry.
His teachings have much to reveal
to us today not just of the mysteries
of Freemasonry, but of the
mysterious hostility the movement
continues to attract.
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Jokes and Humor

Factiods

Only two states’ names begin with
double consonants: Florida and
Rhode Island.

.............................

Our eyes are always the same size
from birth, but our nose and ears
never stop growing.

..........................

There are 336 dimples on a
regulation  golf  ball.

..........................

Pinocchio is Italian for “pine
eyes.”

.............................

Reindeer milk has more fat than
cow milk.

Croatia was the first country to
recognise the United States in
1776.

............................

A dime has 118 ridges around the
edge

.............................

The oldest word in the English
language is “town.”

.............................

Duelling is legal in Paraguay as
long as both parties are registered
blood donors.

.............................

Average number of people
airborne over the USA in any
given hour: 61,000.

.............................
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